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75 ALL who have the CAUSE of CHRIST, 
and the HONOUR J ths CHRISTHAN 
MINISFRY at Heart. 


* HE office of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, rightly 
| underſtood, 1s the moſt honourable and im- 
portant, that any man in the whole world can ever 
ſuſtain 3 and it will be one of the wonders and 
employments of eternity, to conſider the reaſons, 
why the wiſdom and goodneſs of Gop aſſigned 
this olle to imperfect and guilty man 
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It is an office and character that are deeply i 
tereſted in the higheſt concerns of Gop's = 
tions and glory. It is an employment that obliges 
a man to the cloſeſt attention, to find out the true 
mind of Gop in the holy ſcriptures. It is a work 
in which we are called, to inſtruct the minds of 
men in the nobleſt knowledge, and teach them to 
adore and love GoD.—The great deſign and inten- 
tion of the office of a chriſtian preacher, are, to 
reſtore the throne and dominion of G in the 
ſouls of men; to diſplay in the moſt lively colours, 
and proclaim in the cleareſt language, the wonder- 
ful perfections, offices, and grace of the So of 
(30D ; and to attract the ſouls of men into a ſtate 
of everlaſting friendſhip with him. - 


It is an office and work, the grand deſign of 
w hich is to turn the ſons and daughters of Adam, 
from darkneſs to light, from guilt to pardon, from 
corruption to holtingls, and from rm to eternal 


happinels. It is an employment that Wh... 


finiſhed with wiſdom and {'aithfulneſs, will be 
crowned with higher honours than were ever be- 
fiowed on the beſt kings, the moſt renowned 
herocs, and moſt celebrated philoſophers. 


It is a work which an angel might wiſh for, 
a3 an honour to his character; yea, an office which 
every 


1 40 
every angel in heaven might covet to be employed 
in for a thouſand years to come. 
It is ſuch an honourable, TENT and uſeful 
office, that if a man be put into it by Gov, and 
made faithful and ſucceſsful through life, he may 
look down with diſdain upon a crown, and ſhed a 
tear of pity o on L the brightel?) racnarch on n earth. ; 
It is a work, that, when a man . called to it 
by the providence and grace of God, ſhould be 
entered upon with fear and trembling. It ſhould 
be approached with a mixture of terror and joy, 
of awful reverence, and holy pleafure. No man 
ſhould dare to ruſh into it, uncalled by Gop, or 
unqualified by the gifts and meds of the holy 
Spirit. 885 


There 3 are requiſite to this office; an enli ghtened 
mind, a ſoul truly converted to Gov, a renewed 
heart, very tender affections; a fervent love to the. 
fouls of men ; a fixed attention to, and delight in, 
the holy ſcriptures, and a peculiar love to ix a ; 
an ability te ſpeak in proper inſtruQive words; a 
firmneſs of mind, to reſiſt all oppoſition; and the 
utmoſt care to preſerve a good moral character! in 
the churctrand the world. 8 


— 
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To all the above qualifications, it is neceſſary 
8 of great importance, that young amen, before 
they enter upon the full work of it, ſhould have 
a very. conſiderable length of time to be ſeparated 
| from all the buſineſs and cares of the world, and i in, 
a great meaſure from the converſation and com- q 


pany of moſt chriſtians too *in order to acquire a 

habit of thinking cloſely ; to exerciſe themſelves in 
_ contemplation and prayer; to converſe much with 
Go, and their own hearts; to ſtudy the ſacred 
ſcriptures in the original languages, with the ut- 
moſt diligence and attention; and, eſpecially, | to 
improve by them 1 in a way of devotional exerciſe, 


For want of this uſeful. and neceſſary prepara- 
tion, many young men, of promiſing gifts, have 
been puſhed too ſoon into public and ſtated work ; 
and what has been the conſequence? The churches 
know. the conſequence; but the young perſons 
themſelves have moſt ſeverely felt the fruits of theſe 
haſty proceedings; they have, to their coſt and 
pungent ſorrow, felt the loſs to the end of life, 1 


1 
On the cher hand, there may be an extreme 


likewiſe; not in the length«of time allotted for 
their preparatory ſtudies, but in the miſapplica 
tion of that time; or waſting too much of it in 
{tudics, 


* This might be / u; but is not neceſſiry. 
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ſtudies, that have no tendency to form a ſolid and 
Py miniſter of the goſpel. | 


| Certainly every Ming mould be made fubſer- 

vient to Divinity; and the beſt hours of every 
day, from the firſt moment to the laſt, ſhonld be 
employed in gaining, by cloſe attention and prayer, 
a maſterly knowledge of all the great doctrines of 
the goſpel, and the richeſt methods of improving 
them in a praQical and devotional manner, And 
if this be done to purpoſe, be aſſured, firs, there- 
will be no time for trifling. This is the higheſt 
work, and the nobleſt employment of a young 
itudent ; and if he has the ſtrongeſt, the moit Cepa- 
cious mind, he will find full work for it, not ouly 
in the courſe of his ſtudies, but all the days of his 
life, | 


The ſcarcity of ſerious and evangelical miniſ- 
ters of every denomination, has been long com- 
plained of. If the LoRD ſhould remove a few of 
our aged and uſeful fathers, their loſs will be moſt 
ſeverely felt. The places of good and-uſcful ſer- 
vants of Gop, are not ſoon filled up; an able 
miniſter of the New Teſtament, is not formed in 
a day or a year; no, not in ſeven or ten years: 
happy is that young man, who arrives to any de- 
gree of maturity, and ſtrength of mind, in the 

22 compals 
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compaſs of twenty years ! This is generally true : 
but GoD may make exceptions, I am ſure it is 
v. orth twenty years ſtudy to be able to ſtate clearly, 
and defend and improve practically, the truths of 
our holy religion. I dare affirm, that I have the 


concurring ſentiments of all thoſe, who are the 
beſt able to judge 1 in this matter. 


If theſe things are true, then how careful and 
zealous ought we to be, to encourage and aſſiſt all 
young men in the Church of Chriſt, who appear 
to be endued, not only with grace, but gifts for 
the miniſtry ; or ſhall we fit ſtill and ſay, Tho 
Lokp JESvs will provide (by a miracle,) for all 
the wants of his people and churches, and there is 
no need to uſe any means at all!” But, my 
friends, does he do fo in providence for your 
bedies and families? Did he give you all your 
wealth, and trade, and ſpacious houſes, by a mi- 


racie ! ? 


Does he act thus in his diſpenſations of grace, 
in oder to your growth in knowledge and holi- 
nefs, and the comforts of religion ? Are you not 
obliged to uſe dilig gently all the means of grace, 
and conſtantly too, in order to have on comforts 
of grace? 


CY 
Now ought ſerious chriſtians to uſe time and 
pains to grow in knowledge and grace; and have 
not miniſters, Who are to preach the great. truths 
of GoD every week to many thouſands of im- 
mortal ſouls ; have they not need of all poſlible 
aſſiſtance from heaven and earth? And can we 
have the heart to refuſe them any encouragement 
in our power, eſpecially in their preparations for 
this glorious work? No; my friends, let us no 
longer lie in a ſtate of indifference and diſunion ; 
but let us all, to a man, join our hearts, our 
purſes, and our prayers, in this deareſt and beſt of 
all cauſes ; and, inſtead of ſtarting frivilous objec- 
tions, to diminiſh or cool the generous diſpoſi- 
tions of any, let us rather fan the fire into a 
brighter flame, and love thoſe perſons beit, who 
are the moſt able and ready to promote ſo good a 
work! 


And now, my dear friends, are theſe things fo 
Is the deſign of the Chriſtian Miniſtry the greateſt 
and nobleſt that Gop ever decreed, to put into the 
heart of man? Is it the end of the chriſtian 
preacher's office, to bring millions of immortal 
ſouls out of the ruins of the fall, into the riches. 
of eternity; to recover ſouls from ſin to holineſs, 
{rom rebellion to obedience; from filthineſs ta 
purity; from the moſt horrid deformity, to the 
b 3 perfection 


[i 
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perfection of beauty; from guiltineſs, to full juſti- 
hcation by faith in Chrift Jeſus; from miſery to 
fiappineſs; from the curſe of Gop, to eternal 


bleflings ; from the deepeſt difgrace, to the higheſt 
| honour; from extreme poverty, to nnbounded 


riches ; from ſlavery to the devil, to liberty in 
Chriſt ; from the ſpirit and temper of a wicked 


world, to the ſpirit and dignity of the fons of 


God; from the ravages of moral death, to the 
pleaſures of eternal life; from the darkneſs of hell, 


to the light of heaven; from violent enmity, to 
the moſt intenfe love of Gop; from the attach- 
ment of the paſſions to luſt, to the full flow of 


affect ions to Chriſt, as the ſupreme BEAT and 
Good ; from bearing the image of the great apo- 


ſtate ſpirit, to reſemble Gop in as bright a manner 
as the angels in heaven? 


Are theſe the ſublime ends of the chriſtian 
miniſtry ? and is this to be the continual and noble 
work of every true chriſtian preacher ? 


Permit me, my friends, to proceed, to awaken 
your attention, and to rouſe your generous zeal 
to encourage all ferious and ſenſible young men 


who appear fit to be miniſters of the goſpel. Let 
me propoſe the e queries to your ſerious 


c onſideratiop. 


(xi) 


Fs not a wiſe chriſtian miniſter the greateſt cha- 


rater under heaven? If we compare him with all 


other characters in life, will not his ſhine brighter 
on the compariſon, as much as the ſun in the ex- 
panſe of heaven outſhines a poor glow- worm in a 
ditch? If you compare him with a phyſician in an 
| hoſpital, a counſellor in his chambers, an advocate 
at the bar, a merchant in his commerce, a judge 
on his ſeat, an ambaſſador in the court of kings, 


a banker amidſt his treaſures, a general at the 


head of an army, a repreſentative of bis country, 


a lord in parliament, yea, or a monarch on his 


throne ; a goſpel miniſter will ſhine brighter on 
the compariſon, and appear far above all the 
offices and characters in. the whole world. 


The greateſt men that ever lived were preachers 


of the goſpel ; witneſs Enoch, the ſeventh from 


Adam; witneſs Noah, Moſes, David, Solomon, 
Iaiah, and Paul; and let me dare fo far to magnt- 
ty the office, as to affirm, that if kings did but 
know and feet the dignity, importance, uſefulneſs, 
and ends of the chriſtian miniſtry, they would 
, #-/cend from their thrones, to aſcend the pulpit, as 

a throne of much greater glory. 


| What preparation then does this office deſerve 
and demand; and how ſerious, how attentive, how 
active, 
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(i: xk 0 
active, and unweariedly diligent, ought every 
ſtudent to be, Who defires and deſigns to employ 
himſelf in this glorious work to the end of his 
life! With what ardor and gratitude ſhould he 
ſeize every help and guide, to Ins higheſt end! 
With what eagerneſs and delight ſhould he em- 
brace every means, and every friend, who is wiſe 
enough, and able to help him forwards in the grand 
deſign of preaching the glorious goſpel !> 


My dear young friends, let me now addreſs you. 
Do not your hearts burn with celeſtial fire, to be 
employed in the nobleſt work under heaven? Yea 
let me not be thought extravagant, if J affirm that 
it is fuch a manner of ſerving and glorifying God, 
as cannot be practiſed even in heaven itſelf. It is 
ſuch a work as, in ſome reſpects, exceeds the work 
of heaven.“ There are no ſinners to be converted 
there; no devils to be reſiſted; no conflicts with 
internal corruption; no living by faith on an in— 
viſible God and Saviour; no ſcorn to encounter; 
no perſecutions and cruel mocking to be borne: 
but here we have them all; fo that we have ſuch 

: graces 


* As preachers perform work which angels cannot do, ſo they 
are nearer to God's throne, and dearer to Chriſt than even angels. 
even now, in this life, Rev. iv. 6. The angels ſurround: the 
living creatures, chap. v. II. ok 
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graces to be exerciſed, and ſuch difficulties to be 
encvuntered, as will never be found in heaven to 
u 


Amongſt all the various books* which have been 


written for the uſe of ſtudents of divinity, and 


chriſtian 


+ The principal books written for the uſe of Students and 
Preachers that I am acquainted with, are the' following. 

1. Chryſoſtom on the Prieſthood. 

2. Biſhop Wilkins's Preacher. There are Paid thoughts, 
and the beſt collection of books that were then extant, in this ex- 
eellent treatiſe, $a | | 

3. Dr. John Edwards's Preacher, 2 vols. 8vo. 

4. Baxter's Reformed Paſtor, re-publiſhed by Mr. Palmer, 12mo. 

5, Dr. Watts's Humble Attempt, which exceeds all the former. 

6, Cambray's Dialogues on the Eloquence of the Pulpit, 8vo. 

7. D'Oyley's Chriftian Eloquence in Theory and Practice, 
tranſlated from Monſieur Giſbert, $vo. 

8. Theodorus, or a Dialogue on Preaching, by Dr. David For- 
dyce, 12mo. 

9. An Eſſay on the Compoſition of a Sermon, by Monſieur 
Claude, tranſlated by Mr. Robinſon, of Cambridge, 2 vols,  $yo. 
This is the largeſt work, and full of rich notes. 


10. Sir Richard Blackmore's Accompliſhed Preacher, 8vo. 


1729.— This book is little known, in proportion to it's "rs ang 
excellence, 

The Miniſter, in three Parts, by Dr. Gibbons. — Here you 
5 a thouſand good hints reſpecting the reading of the beſt au- 


E thors, the compoſing of ſermons, and the prudent conduct of life, 


12, The Eloquence of the Pulpit, by Dr. James Fordyce. 
13. An Eflay on Pronunciation, by the ſame Author. 
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active, and unweariedly diligent, ought every 
ſtudent to be, Who defires and deſigns to employ 
himſelf in this glorious work to the end of his 
life! With what ardor and gratitude ſhould he 
ſeize every help and guide, to Ins higheſt end! 
With what eagerneſs and delight ſhould he em- 
brace every means, and every friend, who is wiſe 
enough, and able to help him forwards in the grand 
deſign of preaching the glorious goſpel !> 


My dear young friends, let me now addreſs you. 
Do not your hearts burn with celeſtial fire, to be 
employed in the nobleſt work under heaven? Yea 
let me not be thought extravagant, if I affirm that 
it is ſuch a manner of ſerving and glorifying God, 
as cannot be practifed even in heaven itſelf. It is 
ſuch a work as, in ſome reſpects, exceeds the work | 
of heaven.“ There are no ſinners to be converted 

there; no devils to be reſiſted; no conflicts with 
internal corruption; no living by faith on an in- 
viſible God and Saviour; no ſcorn to encounter; 
no perſecutions and cruel mocking to be borne: 
but here we have them all; ſo that we have ſuch 


graces. 


„As preachers perform work which angels cannot do, ſo they 
are nearer to God's throne, and dearer to Chriſt than even angels, 
even now, in this life, Rev. iv. 6. The angels ſurround ihe 
living creatures, chap. v. II. 
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graces to be exerciſed, and ſuch difficulties to be 


en untered, as will never be found in heaven to 
eternity. 


| Amongſt all the various books * which have been. 


written for the uſe of ſtudents of divinity, and 
nen 


* The principal books written for the uſe of Students and 

Preachers that I am acquainted with, are the' following. 
1. Chryſoſtom on the Prieſthood, 

2. Biſhop Wilkins's Preacher. — There are ae thoughts, 
and the beſt collection of books that were then extant, in this ex- 
ecilent treatiſe, LA | 

3. Dr. John Edwards's Preacher, 2 vols. 8 vo. 

4. Baxter's Reformed Paſtor, re-publiſhed by Mr. Palmer, 1 2mo. 

5. Dr. Watts's Humble Attempt, which exceeds all the former. 

6. Cambray's Dialogues on the Eloquence of the Pulpit, 8vo. 

7, D'Oyley's Chriftian Eloquence in Theory and Practice, 
tranſlated from Monfieur Giſbert, vo. | 
8. Theodorus, or a Dialogue on Preaching, by Dr. David For- 
8 dyce, 1 2mo. 

9. An Eſſay on the Compofſi tion of a Sermon, by Monſieur 
Claude, tranſlated by Mr. Robinſon, of Cambridge, 2 vols, 8vo. 
—This is the largeſt work, and full of rich notes, 

10. Sir Richard Blackmore's Accompliſhed Preacher, 8vo. 
| 1729.— This book is little known, in proportion to it's worth and 
5 excellence. 

. The Miniſter, in three Parts, AE Dr. Gibbons. — Here you 
| ba a thouſand good hints reſpecting the reading of the beſt au- 
. | hors, the compoſing of ſermons, and the prudent conduct of life, 
12, The Eloquence of the Pulpit, by Dr. James Fordyce. 

13. An Eflay on Pronunciation, by the ſame Author. 
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chriſtian preachers, J know of none equal to Dr. 
Cotton Mather's Student and Preacher; eſpecially 
if you conſider the ſmallneſs of the treatrſe, and 


the peculiar pertinency and pungency of 8 
ee contained] in it. 


14. On Pronunciation, by Mr. John Maſon. 
tz. On Public Speaking, tranſlated from the French, _ 
16. Chriſtlan Preacher Delineated, by che er, 1757» 
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Studioſo 
In Academiis, 
Imprimis Glaſcuenſi, 
Dei nde Novanglicanis, | 
Nec non Nonconformiſtarum in Anglia 
coactis intra privatas parietes ; 
COTTON MATHER 
Optat Timorem Domini, 
Atque inde Salutem in Domino. 


Animæ nimis inhiantes et POR Terre, 

atque ſapientes tantum Terrena, Evigilate, 

tandem evigilate, et expergefactæ per jam ſepti- 
mam Tubam Dei; 


Aſſurgite ad opus Dei atque Diei, que attenc 
dite Voci clamantis in Deſerto: Audite hæc omnes 
Populi, omnes habitatores Orbis auſcultate, nam 

2 | Dominus 
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To the ſtudious Youwh 
| In Academies, ; 
Principally in that of Glaſcow ; 
Next, to thoſe in New England; - 
Moreover to the Nonconformiſts in England 
| forced into private Families; | 
COTTON MATHER 
Wiſheth the Fear of the Lord, 
And from thence Salvation in the Lord. 


Ye ſouls, too much longing after and cleav- 
Ing to the earth, 'and favouring only earthly 
things, awake at laſt, awake ye, and being rouſed 
by now the ſeventh Trumpet of God; 


Ariſe to the Work of God and the Day; and 
attend to the Voice of one crying in the Wilder- 
nels: Hear theſe things all Nations; all ye In- 
habitants of the Globe, hearken; for the Lord 
B2 "C0 
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Dominus Deus eſt elocutus omni i Populo, advocat 
Terram. 


Sane noſter Deus veniet et non ſilebit, Ignis con- 


ſumet coram eo, et erit valde procellofa Tempeſtas 
circa eum. 


Rector Orbis, rediens ad nos, eſt legaturus Præ- 
curſores, qui indicabunt appropinquationem, et ac- 
celerationem qui reditus. 


Et antequam maximus et maxime verendus Dies 
Jehovæ veniat, miſſurus eſt Eliam, vel viros im- 
butos illius Spiritu et virtute, qui alta voce præ- 
buerint ſe Boanerges, de Domino ad 
nos. 


Oportet quemvis ſervum Dei, qui vellet nomi- 
nari Vigilantius et non Dortnitantius, obire hoe 
offt um Elianum : et fi facultas concederetur cui- 
dara Eliæ emittendi vocem in magna tuba quæ 
audiretur per cunctas regiones totius orbis, lane 
evocaret nos hoc Claſſico e noſtro Veterno. 

Secundus Adventus Domini Chriſtus expect- 
andus, ad excidium Antichriſti, et perditionem 


quarti 
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God has ſpoken to every Nation, he calls the 
whole Earth. 


Verity our God will come, and will not be 
ſilent: a Fire ſhall conſume before him, and there 
ſhall be a very ſtormy Tempeſt about him. 


The Ruler of the World returning to us, will 
ſend Fore-runners, who ſhall ſhew his Approach, 
and the Speedineſs of his Coming, 


And before the very great, and very oreatly to 
be dreaded Day of the Lord come, he will fend 
Elias, or Men indued with his Spirit and Power; 
who with a loud Voice ſhall ſhew themſelves Sons 
ot TROY concerning the Lord's haſtening to us. 


It behoveth any Servant of God, who would be 
named a vigilant, and not a drowly Servant, to 
perform this Office of Elias. And if the Power 
was granted to any Elias, of ſounding through a 
great Trumpet, which might be heard throughout 
all the Regions of the -whole Globe, it would 


indeed raiſe us with this Alarm out of our Le- 
* 


The ſecond Advent of the Lord Chriſt, . is to 
be expected, for the Deſtruction of Antichriſt, and 
B 3 Perdi- 
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quarti illius Tmperii, 'quod-eft-aboliturus ſuo illuftsi 
Adventu, eſt proximi et illico expectandus. 


At non eſt mirandum {i ſint perpauci qui 
adhibuerint fidem prædictanti ſic; et ſi quzrela 
comitetur clangores et labores Tibicinum. —— 
Domine quis credit noſtræ Predieationi! 


— 


Enim quum Dominus advenerit inveniet Mun- 
dum pæne vacuum vera ac vivida ſide (præcipue 
ipſius Adventus) et cum deſcenſurus eſt .ceeleſtibus 
Aquilis et Angelis, quid aliud inveniet ferè, totam 
Eccleſiam quam quaſi Cadaver miſerè putrefactum 
ſpiritu, et moribus, et amoribus hujus mundi. 


Jam ſumus in media note, qua Eccleſia, dor- 
miens, in utramque aurem excitanda eſt elamore 
illo quo nil magis tempeſtivum, « .Sponſus ad- 
venit. At Clamor ille, ſponſus advent, repetitus 
vel millies pro excitatione vel unius inter decies 
mille, efficiet vix aliquid; conclamatum eſt vix 

25 aliter 
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Perdition of that fourth Empire, which he will 


aboliſh at his illuſtrious Coming, and which is noxt = 


and ſoon to be e 


But it is not to be bert at, if thote de very 
few, who would believe ſſuch a Preacher: and if u 
Complaint ſhould accompany: the Sound und 
Labours of the W n ng, who be- 
lieveth bur AR 08 


Barren fhall eome, he will find the 
World almoſt void of true and lively Faith (eſpe- 
cially of Faith in his Coming); and when he ſhall 
deſcend with his heavenly Banners and Angels, 
what elſe will he find, almoſt, but the whole 
Church like a dead Carcaſs, as it were, miſerably 
putrified with the Spirit and Manners, and Lo- 
dearments: UN World? 1 ; 


$ Bt } e -- 


We: are now in midnight Darkneſs, wherein the 
Church ſleeping, is to be rouſed at each Ear, with 
that Outcry, than which nothing is more ſeaſon- 
able at preſent; The Bridegroom cometh !” 
But that Clamour, "Phe Bridegroom cometh; re- 
peated even a thouſand Fimes, for the waking of 
one Soul amongſt ten thouſand, will effect hardly 
any T hing. The Cry is. made ſcarcely otherwiſe, 

than 
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aliter quam in aures Defunctorum poſt n 
— repetitiones cjuſdem. W 2138 files 


's Fa» Ts. - 
$ þ F * * — 
0 - — a 


Quum Ego vellem ſaſcitare Fratres meos alte 


ſopitos his Nunciis et Monitis, ad excutiendum 
mollem et quidem Jethargicum et lethalem fom- 
num, {cio ne viſum fore meis vanum ſomniatorem, 


inſtar Loti cujuſdam; atque eos tracturos me tan- 
quam Jocabundum ac Ludibundum, et Epilepti- 


cum hominem correptum neſcio quo Enthuſiaſmo; 
et ut ſopor magis placidus, teneat eos compeditos, 
. uſuros quaſi quibufdam narcoticis pharmacis, com- 
mentationibus variis in quædam Vaticinia ut non 
adhuc impleta. 


Aſt hic Sermo Dei eſt in meo Animo quaſi 
ardens Ignis incluſus in offibus meis: nec Ego 


valeam amplius ſuſtinere ; quin iterum iterumque 


denuntiem hoc Fatum Terre, ſatis paratæ ignibus, 
et Venificæ damnatæ flammis, 


Imo et fi Nero aliquis juſſerit me cremari flam- 
mis, non ceſſabo prædicare et prædicere, intenta 
voce, Diſſolutionem, et Reformationem, et Em- 
endationem Mundi per Ignem. 


Cito 


th 


ve 


A Gbr ro tant Mrytsrey. 9 


than as in the Ears of the Dead, after the moſt 
vehoment  Reperitions of the ſame Thing. 


When I was willing to welken my Brethren, 
who are in u dead Sleep, with theſe Meſſages and 
Admonitiofis; to ſhake off this ſoft, and indeed 
letkargie and deadly Sleep; I know I fhall appear 
to my Friends a vain Dreamer, a fort of a Lol, 
and that they will treat me as one in jeſt and ſport, 
and as a Man in the Falling Sickneſs, ſeized with 
| know not what kind of Enthuſtaſm ; and that 
the mote pleaſing Slumber may hold them in 
Fetters, they will make uſe of as it were ſome 
fleepy Medicines, a Diverſity of Commentaries, on 
ſome Prophecies, as fot yet fulfilled. 


But this Word of God is in my Mind like 
burning Fire ſhut up in my Bones: nor can I any 
longer focbeur; but mult again and again denounce 
this Doom to the Earth, ſufficiently prepared for 
the Fire, and a Sorcereſs condemned to the Flames. 


Yea, though ſome Nero ſhall command me to be 
burrit in the Flames, I will not ceaſe to preach 
and foretel, with an earneſt Voice, the Diflolu- 


tion,. en und Purification of the World by 
Fire, 


Speedily 


* 
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Cito cum Igne flammante, at quis novit quam 
cito ? Filius Dei deſcenſurus infliget ultionem 
3's qui neſciunt Deum, et non auſcultant ejus 


Evxangelio; vero patefaciet ſuum Regnum Sanc- | 
torum in Terra poſſidenda ſecundo noſtro atque 
coelefti Adamo, quod confitemur repromiſſum no- 
bis, ſed alio ſtatu, utpote poſt Reſurrectionem. 


Indulgent ſe in ſomnio inani, ne dicam inſano, 
qui putant, petunt, ac ſperant contra totam ſacram 
Scripturam ac ſanam rationem, promiſſam felict- 


tatem Eccleſiæ in terra, fore priuſquam Dominus 


Jeſus apparuerit in regno ſuo. 


en! dubio. 3 Nie non a regna 


Dei et Chriſti, ante præſtitutum tempus mor- 
tvorum quo premium tribuetur ſervis Dei, et 
E timentibus ejus Namen. 


* 


Requies Sanctorum, promiſſumque Sabbathum, 


et regnum Dei, in quo voluntas ejus fiet in Terra 


ſicut ac in Calo, atque illa Magnalia de quibus 


Deus locutus eſt per os Prophetarum ſuorum, om- 


nium prophetantium quaſi uno ore, omnia confir- 
mabuntur 


F 
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Speedily with flaming Fire, but who knows 
how ſoon the Son of God, about to deſcend, 
will inflict Vengeance on them who know not 
God, and hearken not unto his Goſpel ; but he 
will manifeſt his Kingdom of the Saints in the 
Earth, to be poſſeſſed by our ſecond and heavenly 
Adam, which we confeſs is aſcertained to us by _ 
Promiſe ; but in another State, as being _"_ the ; 


Reſurrection. 


They indulge themſelves in a vain Dream, not 
to ſay inſane, who think, pray, and hope con- 
trary to the whole ſacred Scripture, and found Rea- 
ſon, that the promiſed Happineſs of the Church 
on Earth, will be before the Lord Jeſus ſhall ap- 


| pear in his Kingdom. 


Without doubt the Kingdoms of the World 
will not hecome the Kingdoms of God and his 
Chriſt, before the preordained Time of the Dead, 
in which the Reward ſhall be given to the Servants 
of God, and to thoſe that fear his Name. 


The Reſt of the Saints, and the promiſed Sab- 
bath, and the Kingdom of God, in which his 
Will ſhall be done in Earth as it is in Heaven, 
and thoſe great Things of which God has ſpoken 
by the Mouths of his Prophets, all propheſying as 

with 
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wahbuntur ſua adimpletione in Terra nova, non 
in maculata atque maledicta naſtra Terra. 


| Reb hs in alyſtrifimi Nn in Nicttio 


Concilio, pronunciabant, noſtram Terram non 


aliam eſſe quam Terram morieptium, verum ub · 
vam Terram (cum noſtro amæno Plalte) Terram 
Viventium; additis his verbis, digniſſimis tali Con- 
Cilio et æterno Marmore et Memoria; Deus præ- 
ſcivit quod Homo peccaturus eſſet; idcirco expec 
tamus novos Ceelos, et novam Terram, juxta 
ſacras Literas ubi adventus et Regnum Dei magni 
et Salvatoris noſtri Jeſu Chriſti, apparuerit nobis; 


et tum SanRi exeelſi accipient Regnum, 


Hac fuit Sententia Ecclefiz Primitive, 
| Hac Pietas et priſca Fides. 
Juſtine appello te teſtem in hac Fide, omnes Or- 
thodoxi ne. conſentiehant in n Ec- 
cleha. | 4461 F 


* 3 in qu Ten 4 Betis eorum 
- 2:43 donanda, 


. 
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with one Voice; all ſhall be confirmed at their 
Completion, in the New Earth, not in our defiled 
and accurſed Eartk. | 


Rightly 115 did thoſe renowned Fathers, in 
the Nicene Council, declare, that our Earth was 
no other than the Eartk of the Dying, but that 


the new Earth (with our ſweet Pſalmiſt) was the 


Land of the Living; adding theſe Words, moſt 
worthy of ſuch a Council, and of being inſcribed 
on deathleſs Marble to be remembered; God 
ſoreknew that Man would ſin: therefore, we ex- 
pect new Heavens, and a new Earth, according 
to the ſacred Books, when the Advent and King- 
dom of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſhall appear to us; and then the exaljed 
Saints ſhall receive the Kingdom. 


This was the Opinion of the Primitive Church. 
This the Piety and ancient Faith. 
O Juſtin! to thee T appeal as a Witneſs ; in this 


Faith all the Orthodox unanimouſly conſented in 
the Primitive Church. 


And I pray, in what Earth is their Crown to 
* N 
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donanda, qui vicerunt Hoſtes Chriſti et "TP 
forum ? 


> 2% 0/2. whe teri DIS ed. os oo 


" Quaſo in qua Terra Victores triumphantes 


cum eo ſunt fruituri Bono Jehovz ? 


Aſt O ente en zionis! Horror afficiat vos; 


O en Tremor corripiat vos. 


Quis veſtrum valeat aut audeat diverſari, in ar- 
doribus illius ignis, quo Deus, Judex, et Vindex 


Terram quidem noſtram expiabit ac introducet 


illam Terram novam. _ 


In illo Die, quam tremendo! quam horrendo! 
(ſecundum divina Oracula, et multo ſtabiliora Co- 
lumnis Sethi, ac nunquam vocanda in dubium) 
Coeli preteribunt cum Stridore, Elementa æſtuentia 
liqueſcent, atque Terra, et Opera quæ fiunt in ea, 
cxurentur. | 


O! quam terribilis ille magnus Dies Domini, 
cujus non ſolum predictiones, ubique in Bibliis, 
inſpiratis a Deo, ſonant reſonant que, verum 
etiam Rumor penetravit ad Paganos, perturbavit 


Stoicos ipſos que: —Affore Tempus quo Mare, 
quo 
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be given, who conguered the Enemies of Cbrilt 
and of themſelves? 


I pray, in what Earth ſhall the triumphant Con- 


querors with him enjoy the Goodneſs of the Lord? 


But, O you Sinners of Zion! let Dread affect 


you; O ye Hypocrites ! let Trembling ſeize you. 


Who of ye ſhall be able, or dare to dwell, in 
the Burnings of that Fire, in which the God, 


Judge, and Avenger will purge indeed this our 


Earth, and introduce that new Earth! R 


In that Day, how terrible! how dreadful (ac- 
cording to the divine Oracles, which are both more 
durable than the Pillars of Seth, and never, to be 


called in Queſtion) the Heayens ſhall paſs away 


with a Noiſe, the Elements ſhall melt with fervent 


Heat, and the Earth, and the Works which ere- 


done on it, {hall be burnt up. * 


O! how terrible will be that great Day of the 
Lord, of which not only Predictions, every where 


in the Bible, inſpired by God, ſound and reſound, 


but alſo the Rumour hath penetrated to the Pa- 
gans, and alarmed the Stoicks themſelves :— That 
there ſhould be a Time, in which: the Sea, the 


C2 Earth, 
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quo Tellus correptaque Regia Cali ardeat, et 
Mundi Moles operoſa laboret. | | 


Et cujus Terrores adhuc habuerunt quandam 
Umbrellulam, et non magis quam vere minutiſ- 
ſimam Imaginem ; in minaciſſimis eruptionibus 


Veſuvii et urbibus Siciliæ abſorptis, et demerſis 


in Gehennam. 


Permulti quidem fatentur, quod cum Beſtia Ro- 
mana, quæ jam decipit et mancipat gentes, fuerit 
occifa, Corpus illius Beſtiæ tradendum eſt in- 
«endio Ignis, perdendum fuerit eoque; et filia 
Sacerdotis quæ profanavit ſe ſeortando, Vivicom- 


burio OR 


Sed augurantur hoc incendium fore omnino me- 
taphoricum, et hariolantur pictos Ignes tantum, 
mirum ſi non et fictòs. Vaniſſimum Augurium! 


Quid ? et ipſe ſecundus Adventus Domini, mox 


futurus eſt ſi placet metaphoricus; et reſolvendus 


et evanidus in neſcio quas myſticas Diſpenſationes ! 


Apagite, talia deliramenta Tremulorum ! 


Noachus, 
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Earth, and the Palace of Heaven ſeized by the 
Flames, ſhould burn, and the Globe's 
Maſs be in —_ Convulfion. | 


And of theſe 7 A hes have already had a 

ſmall Shadow, and no more than truly a very | 
minute Repreſentation ; in the moſt threatening 
Eruptions of Veſuvius, and Cities of Sicily ſwal- 
lowed up, and ſunk into the ſulphureous Den. 


Many indeed own, that when the Roman Beaſt, 
which now deceives and enſlaves the Nations, ſhall 
be ſlain, the Body of that Beaſt is to be delivered 
to the Burning of Fire, and to be deſtroyed there- 
with ; and the, Daughter of a Prieſt, who has pro- 
faned herſelf by whoring, ſhall periſh by RY | 


alive. 


But they gueſs this Fire will be altogether me- | 
taphorical, and dream of painted Fires only, a 
Wonder if not feigned alfo. A moſt vain Surmiſe 
this! 


What? and even the ſecond Coming of our 
Lord will become by and by, if they pleaſe, me- 
taphorical alſo; and to be reſolved, and vaniſh 
into, I know not what myſtical Dilpeniations! 
Away with ſuch mad Freaks! 
C3 Noah, 
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Noachus, Præco Juſtitiz, olim commonefecit: 
impios ſuz ætatis illius Inundationis, de qua cum 
quanta commiſeratione potuit venerandus Patri- 


archa reſpondere incredulis deriforibus? Miſeri! 


noveritis,, non metaphoricas undas obruituras 
vos! Tandem et ſtatim ſentietis literales aquas, 
exitiales vobis. In Litera brevi veſtri gemitus 


audientur intelligendis et infligendis ab aquis! 


Neque alioquin in his extremis noſtris Diebus 
Bone Deus, in quæ Tempora reſervaſti nos! 


Trriſores qui opinantur ſicut omnia adhuc ab 


initio Creationis, ita ſunt ſemper permanſura, 


delitefcere ſub ſuis Metaphoris, et queant occul- 


tare fe umbris figurarum a conſpectu illius qui 


inſidet Throno. 


Sunt quam plurimi optimi Viri, annumerandi 


non irriſoribus quidem, ſed tamen ſomniantibus, 


et conciliantibus ſomnum aliis; qui afficiunt Veri- 


tatem tenebris ac injuriis improprie nimis allego- 


rizando. 


Et vellem quam humillimè monere, vel rogare, 
et 


weld 1.4 Hd 
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Noah, the Preacher of Righteouſneſs, admo- 
niſhed the Wicked of his Age, concerning that 
Inundation, of which with what great Commiſe- 
ration could the venerable Patriarch anſwer thoſe 
unbelieving Scorners? Miſerable Men! know ye 
that not metaphorical Waters ſhall overwhelm you] 
At length, and' preſently ye ſhall feel literal Wa- 
ters; Waters deſtructive to you in a literal Senſe. 
In a ſhort Time your Groanings ſhall be heard 
from the Waters, literally to be underſtood and 
inflicted. Nor will it be otherwiſe in theſe our 
laſt Days—Good God; for what Times haſt thou. 
ieee us J. | 


They are to be eſteemed Deriders, who think, 
as all Things hitherto were from the Beginning. 
of the Creation, ſo are they always to remain, 

lurking under their Metaphors, and that they can 

hide themſelves with the Shades of Figures, from 
the Sight of him who ſitteth on. the Throne. 


There are a great many very good Men to be 

numbered, not indeed with Scoffers, but yet with 
| Sleepers, and lulling others to Sleep; who, by im- 
proper and exceſſive Allegorizing, darken and in- 
jure the Truth. 


And 1 would moſt humbly bie or requeſt, 
5 and 


20 ManvupucTl0 AD MINISTERIUM. 


et optare hos predilectos fratres. in Chriſto, | ut 
edocti melius per ſecundas cogitationes, non per- 


gerent ulterius inducere ſoporem, laſſis in gramine 
ſuo carmine :—Sane, utinam quod quidam Nepos 
aſſurgeret ad confutandos hos Allegoriſtas, antes 
quam Eventus faciat hoc. 


Sed Eventus facie hoc f imo, Diluvium * 
| hoc faciet. 


Ille Dies Jehovæ eſt propinquus et valde feſti- 
nus; Dies Furoris, Dies Anguſtiæ, Dies Vaſtita+ 
tis, et quidem vaſtiflime ; Dies Buccinæ et Clan- 


| * 8 6 ä , 


Tota hæc Terra conſumetur igne ipſius Zeli: 
Nam confecturus eft confummationem acceleratam 
utique cum omnibus habitatoribus hujus "Terre. 


Jam omnibus peractis anteceſſuris Excidium An- 
tichriſti, et exactis mille ducentis et ſexaginta 
diebus, qua fuerint permittendi iſti Adverſario; 

Finis 
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and wiſh thoſe beloved Brethren in Chriſt, that 

being taught better, by ſecond Thoughts, they 
would” not proceed any further in introducing 

Sleep, to thoſe ſitting weary on the Graſs, with 

their Charms.— Indeed, I wiſh ſome Nepos ® 

would ariſe to confute theſe Allegoriſts, before the 

Event does it for them. 


But the Ent will perform this! Yea, a Deluge 
of Fire will do this. | 


That Day of the Lord 1s near, is near and 
haſtening apace; a Day of Wrath, a Day of An- 

uiſh, a Day of Devaſtation, and the greateſt De- ; 
vaſtation too; a Day of the Sounding of the 
Trumpet. 


All this Earth will be conſumed with the Fire 
of his Zeal: For he is about to make a ſpeedy 
Concluſion with all the Inhabitants of this Earth. 


Now all Things being performed, that were to 
precede the Deſtruction of Antichriſt, and the 
Thouſand Two Hundred and Sixty Days being 
palt, which were to be allowed that Adverſary ; 

the 


* An Egyptian Biſhops, "Who wrote a Treatiſe, entitled,. | 
ENUM. A Mnyopig, or A Confutation of the Allegoriſts, He | I 
fouriſhed about A. D. 244. Vide Caye's Hiſt, Lit. vol. i. p. 86. [ 
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Finis inſtat ille; ecce! inſtat, illa Periodus prope 


adeſt; imo et ſeculum cepit jam, in quo deſidera- 
tiſſimus Vates ſentiet Redemptorem annuentem ſuo 
Deſiderio, et perveniet ad illa in forte ſua, ad illa 
pro quibus ille eſt beatus qui præſtolabitur. 


Ille terminus dierum prope adeſt, et non diffe- 
rendus diu. 5 


— 


Mora finis neque petenda neque optanda eſt 


diutius in Precibus Eccleſiæ: Non: Sed veni Do- 


mine Jeſu, veni cito! Cur currus tuus tardat re- 
dire? Cur inceſſus curruum tuorum differunt. 


— 


Quamvis premoniti his Vaticiniis, et hvjuſmodi 


in Divino Codice utriuſque Teſtamenti, vero ſu- 


mus parum premuniti, ſed potius ſepulti in alto 
ſomno, que ideo ille Dies Domini veniet ſicut Fur 
in Nocte; at ubi ſunt vigiles illi ſervi Dei, quos 


non intercipiet ſecurè canentes, Dominus tardat 
Vene! 


Quum Filius Dei, qui eſt et Filius Hominis, 


ut. 


tht 
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the End is at Hand, lo! it is near; that Period is 
nearly preſent ; yea, and the Age is begun already, 
in which the moſt importunate Prophet ſhall feel 
the Redeemer complying with his Requeſt, and 
ſhall arrive at thoſe Things in his Turn, to thoſe 
Things for which he 1s * that ſhall CY 


walt, 


That Term of Days is almoſt preſent, and not | 
long to be deferred. 


The Delay of the End is neither to be requeſted, 
or wiſhed for any longer in the Prayers of the 
Church: No: But come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly! Why is thy Chariot ſlow in returning? 
Why are the Drivings of thy Chariots tardy ? 


Although fore-warned by theſe Prophecies, and 
others of the like Kind, in the Divine Code of 
both Teſtaments, truly we are little fore-armed, 
but rather buried in a profound Sleep; and, there- 
fore, that Day of the Lord will come as a Thief 
in the Night; but where are thoſe watchful Ser- 
vants of God, whom it will not ſurprize whilſt 


they are ſecurely linging, The Lord delayeth his 
Coming ! 


When the Son of God, who 1s alſo the Son of 
| Man, 


—— ner ON 
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ut ſignum in Ccelo conſpicietur, Feria devallink 
flammis, quantis angoribus et plangoribus reple. 
bitur, quæ attonita contemplabitur Jeſum equitan- 


tem Nubibus, que inſidentem Solio; a quo Fluvius 


Ignis prodibit, et Angelos millies mille, que My. 
riadas Myriadum miniſtrantes et aſſiſtentes illi. 


Tum ille mittet ſuos Angelos, ut eripiant Elec. 
tos convocatos ex omnibus partibus Terræ, e his 
* 
flammis quam formidandis. Quos deprehenderint, 
in corruptiſſimo ſtatu Mundi ubi jam omnis caro 
corruperit ſuam viam, et obſequentes Chriſto in 


medio pravarum et perverſarum Gentium, et hus 


miliantes ſe in ambũlando cum ſuo Deo; que 


recondentes ſibi Theſauros in Cœlis, atque ſignatos 


pro Redemptione. 


Illa Gens juſtorum occupabit Novam Terram 
quæ fiet renovata Paradiſus in qua Juſtitia reg- 
nabit, Ignibus tandem extinctis. 


Atque facti immunes a peccato, Mortis Fabro, 
et mutati in Immortalitatem fruituri ſunt reſtituta 
Paradiſo, non Cerinthiaco, ſed Paradiſiaco, ſicut 

Adam 
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Man, when the Sign ſhall be ſeen in the Heavens, 


the Earth to be laid waſte by Flames, with what 
Agonies and Outcries will it be filled, which 


aſtoniſhed ſhall behold Jeſus riding on the Clouds, 
and ſeated on his Throne; from whom a River of 


Fire ſhall go forth, and a thouſand Times a Thou- 
ſand Angels, and Myriads of Myriads mien 
unto him, and aſſiſting him. 


Then he ſhall ſend his Angels, that they may 
reſcue the Elect, gathered together from all Parts 
of the Earth, from theſe Flames, fo. much to be 
| dreaded. Whom, when he ſhall find, in the moſt 


corrupt State of the World, where now all Fleſh 
hath corrupted his Way, both obedient to Chriſt, 


in the Midſt of wicked and perverſe Nations, and 
humbling themſelves, and walking with their God; 


and opening to them the Treaſures laid up for 
them in Heaven, and thoſe ſealed for Redemption, 


That Nation of the Righteous: ſhall poſſeſs the 
new Earth, which will be made a renewed Para- 


diſe, in which Righteouſneſs ſhall dwell, the Fires 


being at laſt extinguiſhed. 


And we being free from Sin, the Author of 
Death, -and changed into a State of Immortality, 
ſhall enjoy the reſtored Paradiſe ; not a Cerinthian, 

D but 
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\ 
\ = —ð—i—— — — —— . 


26 Manvupvcrio ap Mix Is TEX IU. 


Adam cum Eva ſua, ideoque ſanctiſſimo more ac 
modo. Plantabunt Vineas et comedent earum 
fructum; erunt Semen benedictum a Jehovah, et 
Prognati eorum cum iplis, et liberati a Servitute 
ac Vanitate cui creaturæ ſunt jam ſubjectæ, — 0 
Tant atque paturiunt pro libertate Filiorum Dei. 


2 


Fodem tempore, Sancti qui morientes ante Ad- 
ventum Domini, et dormientes in eo, in illo die 
jam diluceſcente nobis reſurgent, adducti cum Do- 
mino, commorabuntur in novis Cœlis cum Domi- 
no, ac Civitate Dei, ibi elevata ac ſeparata. IL AT- 
TEREAOT, forſan ſuperiores incolis Nove Terræ 
in quibuf lam circumſtantiis, et ſi fic liceat dicere, 
ſpirituakor es, ac deſcenſuri ſubinde velut fungentes 
\ Angelieo ? Ainiſterio, in Adminiſtratione ccœleſtis 
| | Regni. cuj us nova Terra eſt futura Sedes, et in 
| illo die: ſcu FO hodie ut res e ? 


 Hxc efbilla antiqua foes Fidelium, quam hodie 
nos faſcinati at faſciati juſto judicio Dei, amiſimus 
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but a paradifaical State, like that of Adam with his 
Wife Eve, and therefore in a holy Way and Man- 
ner. They ſhall plant Vines, and eat of their 


Fruit; they ſhall be a bleſſed Seed from the Lord, 


together with their Offspring; and being freed 


from the Slavery and Vanity to which the Crea- 


tures are now ſubject, pant after, and bring forth, 
the Ly of the Children of Was. 


At the cob Time, the Saints who dying be- 
fore the Coming of the Lord, and fleeping in him, 
in that Day, now dawning to us, they ſhall riſe 
again, being brought with the Lord, they ſhall 
dwell in the new Heavens with the Lord, and in 
the City of God, there raiſed and ſeparated. Being 


equal to Angels, perhaps ſuperior to the Inhabi- 
tants of the new Earth in ſome Circumſtances, 
and, if I may fo ſpeak, more ſpiritualized, and 


will defcend frequently to perform an angelical 
Ministry, in the Adminiſtration of the heavenly 
Kingdom, of which the new Earth will be the 


future Seat, and in that Day act as Angels do now, 


as Circumſtances require. 


This bs; FOR ancient Hope of. the Faithful 
which now we bewitched and inſlaved Creatures, 


by the juſt Judgment of God, have loſt, by Epi- 


C 2 curiſm; 
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Epicuriſmo, qui vilipendit omnia WE: _ 
Enthuſiaſmo. 


Et eee Schematis ſolius, fas eſt accedere 
in veram Interpretationem Oraculorum, quæ nun- 
quam fallunt, poſt varia tentamina Interpretum- 
Ero allis explicationibus. 


Scrutamini Scripturas, O acutiſſimi Interpretes 
.earum, accuratiſimo Examiny quorum profero hee 
exploranda. 


Quærite e Libro Jehovæ, et legite, et metuatis 
ne Expaſitiones veſtræ non conſentaneæ huic 
ſchemati, fiant Stipula comburenda in flammis. 


At ſi illa quæ diximus ſunt vera, pondus quam 
ſtupendum habent? Sunt publicanda velut voce 
rugientis Leonis, et quaſi On Tonitrua fuerint 
locuta. 


jam eſt neceſſarium, et omnino congruum, ut 
convertantur Deo; illi quorum Nomina ſunt con- 
ſcripta in Libro Vitæ, atque hoe modo ſint parati 
| u 
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curiſm ; which ſets at nought all "SAP ſacred as 
Enthuſiaſm. | e 5 


And by the Help of this Scheme alone, can we 
come at the true Interpretation of thoſe Oracles, 
which never deceive, after various Attempts of In- 5nd 
weren for other Ex Blications. | 


Search the Sd ren o 3 acute Interpret- 
ers of them, for whoſe moſt accurate Examination, 
I publiſh theſe Things, to be diſcovered and ex- 
plored. 


— 


Search out of the Book of God, and read, and 
dread, leſt your Expoſitions, which are not con- 
ſentient to this Scheme, become Stubble, to be 
durnt by Fire. 


But if what we have fait be. true, what ſtu- 

pendous Weight have they ? They are to be pub- 

liſhed, as it were, with the Voice of a rearing Lion,, 
and as if the ſeven Thunders had ſpoken. - 


It is neceſſary, and altogether congruous, that 
they ſhould be converted to God, they whoſe Names 
are written in the Book of Life, and by this Means. 
become prepared to be meet Partakers of . this. 
D 3 Glory ;; 


IT 
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ut Fiant idonei participes hujus gloriæ, illi ques 
Deus noverit, atque vocaverit ad ſe ex hoc Mundo, 


Neceſſe eſt ut transferantur quadam ccleſti Re. 
generatione, a Morte ad Vitam, atque vivant Deo 
in hoc Sæculo; qui reviveſcent in fine Sæculi, et 
habentes Manſiones ſuas in novis Cœlis, erunt 
Reges, amicti candidis et ſplendidis Stolis Sacer- 
dotii; Sacerdotes inſigniti regio Diademeta et 
regnabunt ſuper Terram. 


| FA | | BI | = ; 
Neceſſe eſt ut Triticum ſeminetur ac oriatur in 


| Agro Domini, bene diſlinguendum a Zizaniis, a | 
progenie Serpentis, que 11s qui ejulantes ſervari ab 


Igne, quem videbunt incipientem et incenſum Do- 

mino adventante, et fuerint percuſſi hoc fulmine 
ab ore altitonantis Jeſu, Execrati abite a me in 
Eternum Ignem; et quos Meſſores conjicient juſſu 
Dei, in igneam fornicem plane ac plenè ac palam 
dividendum. | " 


.. Miniſter Verbi es? Hoc age. Tui Auditores 
funt — * te; et O te terque quaterque 


Beatum 


a 
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Glory; they whom God hath known 1 called 
to himſelf out of this World. | 


It is 5 they ſhould be transferred, by 
fome heavenly Regeneration, from Death to Life, 
and live with God in this World; who ſhall live 
again at the End of the World, and having their 
Manſions in the new Heavens, ſhall be Kings, 
| clothed with the white and ſplendid Robes of 
Prieſthood ; Prieſts crowned with a royal Crown 
and they ſhall reign upon the Earth. 


It is neceſſary that the Wheat ſhould be fown, 
and ſpring up in the Lord's Field, that they may 
be well diſtinguiſhed from the Tares, the Progeny | 


of the Serpent, and from thoſe who crying, out to 
be preſerved from the Fire, which they ſhall fee 


beginning, and Rindled at the Lord's Coming, and 
have been ſtruck with this Thunder-bolt from the 


Mouth of the then loudly-thundering Feſus, De- 
part from me, ye Curſed, into eternal Fire; and 
whom the Reapers ſhall caſt, by the Command of 
God, into a fiery Furnace, plainly, fully, and 
openly to be ſeparated from the Juſt. 


Are you a Miniſter of the Word ? Attend there. 
to. Thy Hearers are to be perſuaded by thes; 


and O thou thrice and four Times bleſſed Man, if 


you 
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Beatum ſi perſuaſeris, ut attracti in ſeriam et 
ſinceram pietatem, habeantur digni qui effugiant 
omnia iſta quæ ſunt futura, quum ille Dies qui 
ardebit inſtar Fornacis, ſicut Laqueus invaſerit 
omnes qui habitant in ſuperkicie Terræ, et læta· 
bundi conſiſtant coram Deo incarnato et inthro- 
n 


Nullum negotium eſt demandatum tibi præter 


Hic Labor, hoc On eſt in quo perpetud dei 
daxeris. 


* 


Chriſianus ot Caveas precibus et vigikis non 
quidem oculorum, ſed Fide. proſpicientis mentis 


(qualis quondam in primitiva Eccleſia) atque mo- 


derato ac temperato Appetitu que ſobrio uſu mun- 
danorum, ne repentinus et inopinatus Adyentus 
Domini ü te incommodè. 


Imo © Dilecti! præparate et properate, cum 


expectatione ad felicem Adventum Domini, et 
quum hc expectetis ſtudeatis ut inveniamini in- 
contaminate et ä 15k 


a Eccleſia en 60 men 


"Sg. 4 
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you ſha!l perſuade them, ſo that being drawn into 
a ſerious and ſincere Piety, they may be accounted 


worthy to eſcape all thoſe Miſeries which are to 
enſue, when that Day, which ſhall burn as an 
Oven, like a Snare ſhall invade all thoſe that dwell 


on the Face of the Earth, and joyfully . before 


the incarnatetand inthroned God. 


No Buſineſs art thou charged with but this, 


2 


This is a Labour, this the Work in the Per- 


formance of which thou always muſt ſweat. 


Art thou a Chriſtian? Take care by Prayer and 
Watchings, not of the Eyes only, but by the Faith 
of a fore-ſeeing Mind, (as formerly in the Primitive 
Church) and by a moderate and temperate. Ap- 
petite, and a ſober Uſe of worldly Things, leſt the 
ſudden and unexpected Coming of the Lord, wm 
you unprepared. N 

Ves, O my beloved! prepare yourſelves, and 
haſten with the Ex pectation of the happy Advent 
of our Lord; and when expecting, ſtudy that ye 
may be 198 blameleſs and undefiled. 


The Church is ſhortly to be gathered. 
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Vero quam neceſfarii ſunt fideles Miniſtri Evan. 
. an ad colligendam Eccleſiam, qui volantes ſicut 
Angeli medio Calo, et armati æterno Evangelio, 
annunciarent ſalvifica et vivifica verba aridis off bus 
in Convalle ? 


Verum quam neceſſariæ ſunt Academiæ ad pro- 


ducendos et poliendos Miniſtros divini Verbi, 


quibus Tubæ Templi committuntur, per quas 
Angeli potuerint accingere ſe ad clangendum, 


j 


hoc, qui molitur per mille technas ſubjicere Aca- 
demias ſuz Poteſtati, et * cum nimio Bar 
ceſſu. | 


' * 
2 k * . i 4 2 
— 1 I . a 


Eſt Sarnen, et nunquam ſatis dolendum we 


Feng quod in pleriſque Academiis hujus 


Mundi, nil acquiratur præter mundanam Sapt- 
entlarn. 3 


- 


* 


* --Philoſophia- tradita in illis, eſt mera Moroſo- 
- Alita, et Nomen, vel ſaltem Notitia Chriſti non 


eſt ibi; abſque quo cuban Sapientia eſt mera 
© Stultitia, 1 ern 41 


Diſcuntur permulta mox dediſcenda, Apinæ 
trica que, 


Hoſtis noſtri Redemptoris et Religionis novit 


lat 
th 
do 


lo 
of 
al 
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it 
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But how neceſſary are faithful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel to gather this Church, who flying like 
Angels in the Midſt of Heaven, and armed with 
the eternal Goſpel, ſhall utter the ſalutary and in- 
livening Words to the dry Bones 1 in the an I 2 


But ki ater are 3 to 0 
and poliſh Miniſters of the Divine Word, to whom 
the Trumpets of the Temple are committed, by 
which the Angels hall be able to get ready for the 
Sounding. = 


The Enemy of our Redeemer and Religion 
knows this,” who ſtrives by a thouſand Artifices 
to ſubject Academies under his Power, and every: 
where with too much Succeſs. 


We muſt own, and it is never enough to be 
lamented and deplored, that in mgſt Academies of 
this World, ROE 18 acquired ut worldly Wif- 
dom, 


The Philoſophy ks] in an f is mere als 
ſophy, and the Name, or at leaſt the KAowledge 
of Chriſt, i is not there to be found; without which 
all Wen is mere . 


They: are taight many Things! hridafeer to * a 
6 unlearned z 
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tricæque, aut ſi quid vilius ills ſunt que aan 
696 rt e „ eee 


Quid: prodeſt cognitio Linguarum, ubi ow 
loquentes. non adhibeant illas ut Inſtrumenta ad 
bene faciendum, et vehicula utilioris cognitionis, 


Verum hæc jactata Peritia non Realium, ſed 
Nominalium, reddit Philologos indutos his Fennis 
inflatos et inaniter tumefactos? _ 


Quid cxca et forſan falſa Sophiſmata vulgaris 
Logicæ valent, ut Ratio acuatur et adjuvetur, et 
Veritas effodiatur e F odinis. 8 


Nemo preſcri it et præcipit rectius cum ra- 
tone de Logica in qua permulti inſaniunt cum 
ratione) quam noſter Focanus dicendo, Merito 


dixerim de hac parte Philoſophiæ, quod ille dixit 


olim de * Phlloſophia; 
Philoſophare fed Paucis. 
Quid Ethnica. deliria Ethicz ? ut per fallacem 


et fucatam Virtutem perducamur ad imaginariam 
Virtutem 


vu! 
th 
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unlearned: Toys and Trifles, or what is worſe 
than thoſe, are what they generally are taught. 


What ſignifies the Knowledge of the Tongues, 
when thoſe that ſpeak well, 'do not uſe them as 
Inſtruments of doing well, and Conveyancers of 
more uſetul Knowledge. 


But this boaſted Knowledge, not of Things 
real, but nominal only, makes Philologiſts, or 
Lovers of Words only, when clothed in thoſe 
Feathers, proud and vainly puffed up. 

What ſignify the blind, and oertinjs falſe So- 
phiſms of the vulgar Logic; is it that Reaſon may 
be ſharpened and aſſiſted, that Truth may be dug 
out of Mines ? 


Nobody Brecs, or adviſeth better with Reaſon, 
concerning Logic, (in which many run mad with 
Reaſon) than our Focanus, ſaying, I may juſtly 
ſpeak of this Part of Philoſophy, as he formerly 
laid of all Philoſophy in general: | 


Philoſophiſe but in few Words. 
What think ye of the heatheniſh Deliriums of 


Ethicks | ? that by a fallacious and painted Virtue, 
FE, we 
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Virtutem et Beatitudinem, in nobis ipſis, non in 
Deo, ſed et abſque Chriſto? 8 


— 


Iſta Ethica, quæ tendit eo ut ſimus quod anti- 


quitus conqueſtum eſt de quibuſdam Chriſtianis 


ſine Chriſto; iſta Ethica quidem non eſt amplec- 
tanda, ſed potius execranda. 


Quid valent Metaphyſicæ diſputationes Scholaſ- 


ticorum pluſquam inanes, quibus tela Aranearum 
texuntur in Humanis cerebris, et alterc ationes fo- 
ventur in tenebris, non per tam ſubtiles quam 
futiles diſtinctiones in infinitum. 


Optimè quidem factum eſt a Guſtavo Adolpho, 


Rege Sueciæ, optimo Amico Reformationis, quum 


expulit et juſſit exulare omnes Metaphy ſicas ex ſuo 


Quis eſt ile Fumivendulus Ariſtoteles, cujus 


Jugo, Animæ quæ volunt ſe appellari rationales, 
tamen inſtar brutorum ſubmiſerunt Colla ſua, diu 
in Occidente, et adhuc in Oriente? Certiſſimum, 
quod obſervatum eſt ab aliis præter M-lanchtho- 
nem ; Quo quis eſt magis Ariſtotelicus, eſt minus 
Chriſtianus. | 


Af 


ne 


fo 


el 
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we may be led to imaginary Virtue and Happi- 
neſs, in ourſelves, not in God, but alſo without 
Chriſt ? | | 


That Morality, which has this Tendency, that 


we may be what was anciently complained of by 


ſome Chriſtians, that Morality indeed is not to be 


embraced, but deteſted. 


What ſignify metaphyſical Diſputations of the 


School-men, which are. worſe than vain, with 


which they weave Spiders Webs in Men's Brains, 
and cheriſh Diſputes in Obſcurity, not by ſo 
ſubtile, as futile Diſtinctions, ad Infinitum. 


was a noble Action of Guſtavus Adolphus, 


King of Sweden, the beſt of Friends to the Re- 
formation, when he expelled and baniſhed all 
Metaphyſics out of his Kingdom. 


What is that Smoak-ſelling Chandler, Ariſtotle, 
to whoſe Yoke, Souls that would willingly be 
called rational, yet, like Brutes, have ſubmitted 
their Necks, long ago in the Weſt, and do fo {till 
in the Eaſt? It is a ſure Thing, what has been 
obſerved by others, beſides Melanchthon ; the more 
any one 18 an Ariſtotelian, the leſs he is a Chriſlian. 


E2 But 
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Aſt quod eſt maximè deflendum, quam plurimæ 
Academiæ polluuntur non tantum per Amiſſionem 
veri, fed et boni, imo Averſionem ab eo. 


Loca quæ debent eſſe quaſi cubicula in Atriis 
Domini, polluuntur profanis et malignis rebus, et 
ejiciendis foras; imo fiunt fœda Proſtibula Satanæ, 
que Seminaria Gehennæ, Domicilia Dzmoniorum, 
Cuſtodiæ omnis impuri ſpiritus que omnis im- 
mundæ et t exoſæ Volueris. 


Acerrimi que pugnaciſſimi Milites contra Pieta- 
tem, et educantur in his Academiis pro Diabolo; 
et nequiſſimi corruptores totius Orbis, educuntur 
ex his Arcibus, nimirum per corruptionem earum. 


Hz ſunt Academiæ quas Lutherus pronunciavit 
Cathedras Peſtilentiæ, et Luminaria Antichriſti, 
atque hinc impuri Spiritus tanquam Ranæ pro- 
deuntes ex ore Draconis, et ex ore Beſtiæ, abeunt 
ad Reges et Proceres et Populos impellunt atque 
illaqueant cæeutientes Præliandum c contra Omcil- 
potentem Deum. 


Status 
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— 


But what is moſt greatly to be lamented, many 
Academies are polluted, not only by the Loſs of 
the Truth and Goodneſs, but even have an Aver- 
ſion thereto from him. 2 


The Places which ought to be like Chambers: 


in the Courts of the Lord, are polluted with pro- 


fane and malignant Things, and to be caſt out of 
Doors; nay, they are become the filthy Stews of 
Satan, and Seminaries of Hell, the Habitations of 


Devils, Cages of every unclean Spirit, and of every 
impure and hateful Bird. 


The fierceſt and moſt warlike Soldiers again(t- 


Picty, are educated in theſe Academies for the 


Devil's Service; and the moſt vile Corrupters of 


the whole Globe, are diſcharged from. theſe Cita- 
dels, that is to ſay, by the Corruption of them. 


Theſe are the Academies. which Luther pro- 
nounced as the Seats of Peſtilence, and the Lights 


of Antichriſt; and from hence impure Spjrits, like 


Frogs proceeding out of the Mouth. of the Dra- 
gon, and out of the Mouth of the Beaſt, go forth. 
to Kings and Nobles, and Nations, incite and in- 


1 


ſnare them, being blind, to ate againſt the Om- 


nipotent God. 
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Status Academiarum fuit ſane fat miſer in Sexto 
Sæculo, atque plus miſer in Septimo Sæculo poſt 
Chriſtum, cum cuncta Eruditio funditus periit, 
non tantum in tota occidentali parte Romani Im- 
perii, ſed et omnes Scholæ fuerunt deletæ infanda 
Barbarie Gentium occupantium florentiſſimas Pro- 
vincias Romani Imperii; imo et ipſi Czfares ita 
ſuſtulerint conſtituta ſtipendia in omnibus urbibus, 
ut vacantibus ſtudiis literarum, ruſticitas lugenda 
atque pudenda ubique invaſerit illas Urbes. 


Certum eſt et horribile dictu, nullam illuſtrem 
scholam memorari in Chriſtiano Orbe præter 
exiguas reliquias ſuperſtites Conſtantinopoli, et 
illas etiam extirpatas fuiſſe initio Octavi Sæculi, 
vero incertum illo modo quo narratur n 


N iſtoriis. 


At Status quam plurimarum Academiarum, 
quibus literæ reſuſcitatæ jam vigent, infelix eſt 
ct infauſtus, imo et adhuc longe miſerrimus, ubi 
nihil colatur præter armatam nequitiam, nihil 
præter odium puræ et incontaminatæ Religionis; 
atque præter talem libidinem exercendi Tyran- 
nidem in i Conſcientias, quæ proyocat atque in- 


cendit 
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The State of Academies was indeed miſerable 
enough in the Sixth Age after Chriſt, but much 


more -wretched-im-the:Seventh, hen all Learning 


was entirely ruined, not only in the whole Weſtern 


Part of the Roman Empire; but even all the 
Schools were demoliſhed, with inexpreflible Bar- 
barity, of the Nations that poſſeſſed the moſt flon- 
riſhing Provinces of the Roman Empire; nay, 


and the Emperors themſelves, ſo took away their 


appointed Stipends in all Cities, that being void of 
all Learning, a Ruſticity, both lamentable and 


ſhameful, invaded thoſe Cities. 


It is certain, though horrible to ſay it, that no 
conſiderable School is taken Notice of in Chriſten- 
dom, except ſome ſmall Remains yet ſurviving at 


Conſtantinople, , and that they alſo were extirpated 
in the Beginning/of the eighth Century, but it is 
uncertain, whether in the Manner related by ſome 


Hiſtorians. 


But the State of many Academies, in which 
Learning revived now flouriſhes, is unhappy and 


lamentable, yea, and hitherto very miſerable ; 
wherein nothing is cultivated but armed Wicked- 
neſs; nothing but a Hatred of pure and ſpotleſs. 
Religion; and nothing beſides ſuch a Luſt of ex- 
erciſing Tyranny over Men's Conſciences, which 
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cendit Eccleſiaſticos homines perfidè et proditoriè 
inſurgere in æquiores Reges, qui audeant cohibere 
et frenare.iſtorum iniquiſſimam, violentiam..,,.,;, 


Hoc eſſet egregium molimen, et maxime dignum 
viris evehendis ad ſummum faſtigium Dignitatis; 
_ eruere ex his ruinis et erigere in Scholas, ubi im- 
mortales animæ mortalium vere erudiantur, et 


ſalutaris Notitia Dei que Chriſti, in qua conſiſtit 


veriſſima Eruditio animarum, proponatur et pro- 
pagetur; et Scientia Linguarum et Artium lauda- 
bilium, fiat Miniſtra Pietatis et conſecrata ſit in 
* Dei et Chriſti. 


In Academia Fredericiana quæ floret- et fulget 
apud Hallenſes, et quæ debet prælucere cunctis 
Academiis in Orbe, tanquam Exemplar atque 
Norma, hoc factum eſt a Domino ut et pro Do- 


mino factum eſt, et mirabile eſt in noſtris Oculis, 
ad quos Fama rei bent. quamvis remotos in 


America. 


Aliquod tentatum eſt in hoe-Jibellulo- pro hoc 
uſtituto, et eſt. aliquid. tentaſſe. Tenues conamur- 
| hoe 
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prompts and inflames Eccleſiaſtics perfidioufly and 


traiterouſly to raiſe Inſurrections againſt more mo- 


derate Kings, who dare reſtrain and bridle their 
molt iniquitous Violence. 


This would be a moſt laudable Endeavour, and 


highly worthy of Men, that are raiſed to the 
loftieſt Pitch of Dignity, to dig out from theſe 
Ruins, and erect into Schools, where the immor- 
tal Souls of Men may be made truly learned, and 


the ſaving Knowledge of God, and of Chriſt, in 


which conſiſts the trueſt Learning of Souls, may 
be taught and propagated; and the Knowledge of 
the Tongues and laudable Arts, may become the 
Hand-maid of Godlineſs, and be-conſecrated to the 
Glory of God and of Chriſt. 


In the Frederician Aaademy, which flouriſheth 


amongſt the People of Halle, and which ought to 


outſhine all the Academies in the World, as a Pat- 
tern and Rule for the reſt ; this was the Lord's 
Doing, and was done for the Lord alfo, and it xs 
marvellous in our Eyes, to whom the Fame of the 
Fact has arrived, though ſo far remote as America. 


Something has been attempted in this finall 
Book, for ſuch an Inſtitution, and it is ſomething 
to have uſed our Lndeavours. I, of {lender Abilt- 
tles, 
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hoc grande; fed vehementer vereor ne conemur 
frultra et irritò. 


Quam indignus et ineptus Ego frm qui con- 
ferrem aliquid huic optimo Inſtituto, ut juyeniha 
ingenia Academicorum, primo deducantur in viam 
Pietatis, ac deinde Literaturæ fructuoſioris. 


—— 


Non ignoro tales egrediantur ex Academiis 
quales Dominus contineat in ſua manu, atque ex- 
| Hibeat tanguam gemmas coruſcantes ſuo nitore. 


Ego, parvulus et forſan Homunculus notus. 
paucis, minimus omnium Doctorum et merits 
infimus et poſiremiſſimus bene meritorum de Ec- 
cleſia, (ſi Tertullzanicè loquar) conſcius meæ tenui- 
tatis, probè novi quam curta ſit mihi ſupellex, et 
omnes Angli et Novangli norunt, et qui cenſent 
me prorſus incapacem alloquendi Academicos; et 
recte judicant mecum. Fateor me eſſe nullum, et 
nec indignor nec recuſo nullificari ab omnibus; at- 
tamen nullus video, cur et Venia exponendi mea 
deſideria pro erudiendis animis Juvenum non con- 
cedatur mihi; imo in publico Diſcrimine, omnis 
homo eſt Miles, quo pleræque Academiz pericli- 

| ! - tantury 
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tics, have undertaken this grand Deſign; but I 
vehemently fear leſt we endeayour fruitleſs and in 
vain. | 


How ſoever unworthy and diſqualified I may be 
to confer any Thing to this beſt of Deſigns, that 
the youthful Geniuſes of Academicians, may be 
firſt led into the right Path of Piety, and after- 
wards into that of the moſt uſeful Learning. 


I am not ignorant ſuch leave the Academies, 


as the Lord contains in his Hand, and exhibits as 


Jewels ſparkling with their proper Luſtre. 


I, a Man of ſmall Account, and a Perſon, per- 
haps, known to few, the leaſt of all Teachers, and 
deſervedly the loweſt, and very laſt of thoſe that 


merit well of the Church, (if I may uſe the Words 


of Tertullian) conſcious of my own Inability, I 
know how meanly I am furniſhed, and all New-. 


England know it,. and deem me utterly incapable 


of addreſſing Perſons of Academical Education ; 
and they rightly judge as I do. I confeſs myſelf. 
as Nothing, nor take amiſs or refuſe to be diſ- 
eſteemed by all; but I do not ſee, why alſo Leave 
of explaining my Deſires, for cultivating the 
Minds of Youth, ſhould not be allowed me; nay, 
in public Danger, every Man is a Soldier ; when 

moſt 
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tantur; et ſi Ego etiam concurram, et cum 


Doctoribus melioribus ad propulſandum commune 


periculum. 


\ 


Et ad promovendam Incolumitatem et Edifica- 


tionem Eccleſiarum, Commilitones ignoſcant mihi, 


vel curram poſt illos. 


Etiam non impoſſibile eſt omnino quod Minu- 


tius quidam infelix et perpetuo impetitus invidia 


quam plurimorum, quæ tandem quieſcet poſt tata, 


nihilominus habeat Fautores et Lectores, et forſan 
plures quam ipſe, ſemper ſuſpicax de ſeipſo, recen- 


ſeat, quibus ſtudia illus talia qualia Pow Cauſa Dei 


non ſint i ingrata. 


Quum mentio fiat in ſacro Volumine de tor- 


tuoſo Serpente formato per manum Dei, quidam 


intelligunt nil præter ipſam Galaxiam, qua Cœlum 
decoratur, et hoc eſt inter (ut ita dicam) Humani- 
tates et Hallucinationes noſtræ Noctis, quod idem 


ipſe appareat his quidem tortuoſus Serpens, vero 
His Galaxia referta Candore ac Splendore, at cœleſ- 
tibus Virtutibus. | 


Quapropter, Liber, vade ; ct. ſi ſis incultus, 
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moſt Academies are in a perilous State, that 1 alſo 
ſhould concur, and in Company with better Teach- 
ers, endeavour to repel the common Danger. 

And to promote the Safety and Edification of 
the Churches, my. Fellow- Soldiers would 3 
me, 1 J will run after them. 


Vea, it is not altogether impoſſible, that ſome 
unhappy Minutius, and who is perpetually aſſailed 
by the Envy of great Numbers of Men, which at 
length will ceaſe after Dea'h, neyertheleſs may 
have ſome Cheriſhers and Readers, and perhaps 
more than he, always ſuſpicious of himſelf, can 
number, to whom his Studies, ſuch as they are, for 
the Cauſe of God, may not be diſagreeable. 


When Mention is made in the ſacred Volume 
of a twitted Serpent, formed by the Hand of God, 
{ome underſtand nothing but the Galax ia, or Milky 
Way by which the Sky is adorned ; and this is 
among (that I may ſo ſpeak) the Humanities and 
ConjeQures of our Night, that the very ſame. 
Thing may appear to ſome, indeed, a crooked - 
vrpent, but to others a Galaxy full of Whiteneſs, - 


Splendor, and en, Virwel. 


W herefore Book, venture dd and though- 
F | thou 
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tamen confer. opem quam queas ad: e 
Academicam Juventutem z et fi nequeas perficere 


aliquid Magnum, ſufficiat dicere facicbam. Interea- 


Deus dicet tuo indigniſſimo Scriptori, tu es meus 
Servus, et tuum Opus erit penes tuum Deum, 
amo et tuus Labor non erit omnino fniſtraneus. 


Verbulo indicabo ſaltem quid propofitum ſit, 6 
non et præſtitum in hoc Tractatulo, quem impri- 
mis conſignaveram meo unico filio, vero jam com- 
municarem filiis omnibus Prophetarum. 


— 


Scopus noſter eſt, et quod maxime proſequimur 


votis, eſt pro ſormandis Miniſtris Evangelii, qui | 


fmt Decus et Tutamen Eccleſiæ que Gloria 
Chriſti. 


* primo, ſtatuimus fundamentum nun- 


quam diruendum vel deſerendum, præter quod 
nemo poteſt ſtatuere alium, illius vividæ pietatis; 
qua fi Concionatores ſint deſtituti qui incedunt 
atra Veſte, fuerint mera tinnientia Cymbala, atque 


omnis Doctrina et Profeſſio eorum futura eſt mera 
Dealbatio Sepulchrorum. Quum Apoſtoli fuerint 
Wittendi ad prædicandum Evangelium, noſter be- 


4 nigniſſimus 
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thou be unpoliſhed, yet afford what Help you can 


to cultivate and improve our Academical Youth ; 
and if you cannot perform any great Matter, let it 
ſuſfice to ſay, I did what I could; in the mean 


Time God will ſay to thy moſt unworthy Writer, 


thou art my Servant, and thy Work ſhall be in the 
Power of thy God; yea, and thy Labour ſhall not 
be wholly in vain. * 
I will ſhew you in a Word, at leaſt what I pro- 
poſed, if it be not performed, in this ſhort 'I rea- 
tiſe; which at firſt I had conſigned to my only 
Son; but which now I would communicate to at! 


the Sons of the Prophets. 


Our Scope and Deſign, and what we proſe- 
cute with ardent Wiſhes, is for forming Miniiters 
of the Goſpel, which may prove an Honour and 
Defence to the Church, and the Glory of Chriſt. 


Therefore, firſt we lay a Foundation, never to 


be demoliſhed or forſaken, than which no Man 


can lay any other; I mean that of vital Godlinels ;. 
of which, if Preachers are deſtitute, who walk in 


a black Coat, they ſhall be mere tinkling Cym- 
bals, and all their Learning and Profeſſion will be 
only the White-waſhing of Sepulchres. When 
the Apoſtles were to be ſent forth to preach the 


F 2 Goſpel, 
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nigniſſimus Sofpitator: r eſt brare 'eorurn 
Tedes. FO eee 


1 R euntes a Chriſto et cum illo, 
quid aliud fuerint illi quam quaſi Pedes Domini 
emiſſuri Scipionem ſuæ potentiæ e Zione. | 


Hi Pedes ſunt lavandi, et quidem nullus illotus 
vel non ſanctificatus pro Veritate, et per eam, eſt 
admittendus ad YOON N 


Et vos etiam, d auedi Juventes, a quibus Dia- 
bolus cupit ſe ornari, non minus eſtis lavandi, ut 


fitis Minittri ter· ſancti . h | 


Et quam ſpecioſi Pedes Evangelizantium pacem 
ſuper montes | Et bene purgati ad portanda Vala 
Jehovæ. En Lavacrum Evangelii pro veſtra ab- 
lutione, vos lavate et punitente et amovete Malig- 
nitatem. 131 TRY. 


Proximo et ſecundo quidem loco contendimus 


ut Plantæ Olearum, que jam circumſtant Menſam 


noſtram, non ſolum evadant in viros bonos, verum 
etiam 
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Goſpel, our moſt indulgent Saviour vouchſafed to 
honour them with their Feet. 


Theſe SINN ing dom Chriſt, and with 
him, what were they elſe, but as the Feet of the 
Lord, ſending forth — Staff of his Fee out of 
Zion! 2 


Theſe Feet are to be waſhed; and, indeed, no 
unwaſhed Perſon, or unſanctified Perſon for the 
Truth, and by the Truth, is to be admitted to 
the Work of the Sanctuary. 


And ye alſo, beloved Youths, by whom the 
Devil deſires to be adorned, have as much need 
to be waſhed, that you may be the Miniſters of the 
thrice r Jeſus. 


And gh beautiful are acks Feet of thoſe that 
preach Peace upon the Mountains! And well- 
cleanſed to carry the Veſſels of the Lord. Behold 
the Laver of the Goſpel for your Waſhing ; waſh: 
ye and purify yourſelves, and lay aſide all Wia 


edneſs. 


In the next, and indeed ſecond Place, we inſiſt, 
chat the Olive Plants, which now ſtand about our 
Table, not only become good Men, but alſo great 


173 Men; 
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raro obſervatæ rariuſque uſitatæ, demonſtrantur 


Libros PT notæ OO: Turk es 


untur his Paginis, ut fiant ſal Terræ; lux mundi; 
lumina et Columina in 'Femplo Dei; imo et ipſi, 


non erubeſcant; Chryſoſtomi, et infignes Artifices 


fulmina in dicendo et fulgura in vivendo aſſociata; 
in dxtillando fincero Latte Sermonis, ſemper mel- 
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etiam in magnos viros; ideoque optimæ Rationes, 
bene collocandi Horas bonas, 

Regulz 'dantur. ſtudlis Juvenum, et ſalutaria 
monita; Libri qui ſunt maxime legendi: et ha- 
bendi in pretio indigitantur cum meritis laudibus, 


iſtorum vero libros quos oportet numerari inter 


Juvenes, mox promoti in Miniſterium; inſtry- 


Templa repleta Gloria et Chriſto. Dei; præparati 
ad omne bonum Opus, probi que prudentes Diſ- 
penfatores in Domo ſur Domini; Operarii. qui 


tractandarum Animarum : Baſilii, et qui dabunt 


liflul Lactantii, Auguſtini, et Proſerpi, potentiſ- 
ſimi Aſſertores Divine Gratiz, 
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Men; and, therefore, the beſt Methods, (rhich- 


are ſeldom obſerved, and ſeldomer put in Practice) 
are demonſtrated. of well f n 80 our valuable 


Hours. bw ee e 97315 
"Rl are + given for the Studies of Youth, and 

alutary Admonitions; the Books which are chiefly 

to be read, and had in Eſteem, are pointed out 


with due Commendations ; ; but on thoſe Books 


which ought to be numbered amongſt prohibited 
Books, the Marks are branded. which they have 
deſerved. 

| Youths, who hereafter are promoted to the Mi- 
niſtry, are inſtructed in theſe Pages, to become. 


the Salt of the Earth; the Light of the World; 


Lights and Pillars in the Temple of God; nay, 
even themſelves Temples full of, Glory, 3 the 
Chriſt of God; prepared for every good Work; 
honeſt and prudent Stewards in the Houſe of their 
Lord; Workmen not to be aſhamed. Chryfof- 
tomes, and ſkilful Artiſts in the Cure of Souls; 
Baſils, who ſhall brandiſh Thunder in ſpeaking, | 
and united Lightnings in their exemplary Lives; 

in diſtilling the fincere Milk of the Word, always 
meilfluous Lactantius's, Auguſtines, and Proſpers, 


the moſt powerful Aſſertors of Divine Grace. 


In 
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Verde Timothei, et Paſtores qui Kunden fſe- 


ipſos, et illos qui audierint ſe, Tales Candidati 
Miniſterii, ita inſtructi, exeuntes e Scholiis, vi- 


deantur velut Angeli deſcendere e Cœlis, qui undi- 


que redderent totam Terram irradiatam ſuo 0 Exunias | 


. - 


Vos Juvenes, audite Eubulum ſenem, hortantem 


Ks: conſiliis; (qui jam agit ſexageſimum tertium 


eee 


Audite, quem Juvenem, Senes audierunt (quum 


egiſſet tantum ſeptem decim Annos) ſaltem Glaſ- 


euenſes, qui habetis me devinctum vobis vinculis 
nunquam diſſolvendis vel obliviſcendis. 


Audite etiam Havardienſes et Valenſes, quos 


ego habeo viciniores fi non amicitiores; Academiæ 
| . denique audite, quas Julianica Perſecutio coegit 
intra privatas Parietes, per totam Angliam, audite 


que perpendite animo omnia Dicta, trutinantes 
æqua Lance. | 


O Juventus! ſtudioſa omnigenæ Literature, 


-tollite et legite; at adjungite Pietatem Literaturz, 


vel potius Literaturam Pietati, ne ſitis non ali 
quam ingenioſi nugatores, et rejiciendi inter fatuos 
cum omni wan Literatura- 


= 
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; In a Word, Timothys, and Shepherds, who 
i WM fhall fave themſelves, and thoſe that hear them: 
8 Such Candidates for the Miniſtry, thus inſtructed, 
, when they leave the Schools, may ſeem Angels 


8 deſcending from Heaven, who far and near ſhould 
render the Whole Earth irradiated with it's hea- 
venly Lot 7 | 

5 Lou young Men, Wen to old Eubulüs ex- 


n horting you with his Counſel 85758 is now 1N the- 
ſixty-third Year 12 his . 


Hear him, wha when Cound; 150 Men heard, 
(when he was but ſeventeen Years old) at leaſt ye 
1$ of the Academy of Glaſcow, who hold me bound 

| to you in Fond never to o be diſſolved or forgotten. 4 


8 


09 Hearken 1 ye of need: aid Yale Collage, 
z bo are nearer Neighbours, if not more friendly. 
nt Ye Academies; laſtly, hear me, which a Julian 
te Perſecution has forced into private Houſes, through- 


out all England, hear and conſider all my Os 
weighing them! in a 5888 Balance. 


O Youths ! ſtudious of univerſal Learning, take 
me in your Hands, and rcad me, but unite Piety 
with your Learning, or rather Learning to Piety, 
leſt you be no other but ingenious Triflers, and to 
be rejected amongſt Fools, with all your Literature. 


That 


lit 
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58 Maxupucrio Ab Minis rriux. 


Ut ſitis eximii omni genere Literarum, cri ac 


ſedulo incumbite veſtris Studiis, navigate ultra 


arctos limites minutæ Doctrinæ, nimirum Tri- 


vium, et Quadrivium, quibus Diſciplina Anti- 
quorum circumſepta fuerit. 


Amate et ambite Vanlophiam ; vero eſtote me- 
mores tiium Axiomatum, (quibus quidem Sapi- 
entia Veterum compendioſe enuntiatur vobis) et 


dirigite veltra Studia illis, ac in Ordinem rediꝑite. 


Primum, Amor Dei eſt Illuminatio Mentis. Se- 
cundum, Quod Anima eſt Corpori, hoc Chriſtus 
eſt Anime. Tertium, Titulus non facit Chriſtia 
num, ſed Vita digna Chriſto. 


% 


Quibus illa addenda, nunquam tradenda obli- 


vioni, Bernardi Sententia; da Hominem mihi, 


qui tranſitoriè amplectitur tranſitoria, et qui æterna, 


æterno Deſiderio amplectitur: ac audacter pro- 
nunc io talem Sapientiem. | 


Et non omittenda illa Eraſmi : AMatus eſt bona 
pars I heologiz, qui non contigit niſi Fan 


Morihus. 


; Valete, Deoque vivite. 
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That you may be eminent in all Kind of Learn- 


Ing, ſeriouſly and diligently apply to your Studies; 


ſail beyond the narrow Bounds of minute Learn- 
ing, namely, the Trivium, and Quadrivium, with 
which the Diſcipline of the Ancients was confined. 


Love and court all Kind of Wiſdom ; but re- 
member theſe three Axioms, in which the Wiſdom 
of the Ancients is compendiouſly declared unto 
you, and direct your Studies by them, and reduce 
them into Order. Firſt, the Love of God is the 
Illumination of the Mind. Secondly, What the 


Soul is to the Body, that Chriſt is to the Soul. 


Thirdly, A Title doth not form a Chriſtian, but 


a Life worthy of Chriſt 


To which that ws of Bernard is to be added, 
and never to be forgotten ; Give me the Man, who 
tranſitorily embraceth tranſitory Things, and em- 


| braceth Things eternal with an eternal Deſire: 


And I boJdly pronounce ſuch a Man, a Wiſe Man. 


And I muſt not omit that of Eraſmus : The 
Divine Afflatus is a conſiderable Part of Theo- 


logy, which doth not arrive but to the moſt pure 
Diſpoſitions. 


Farewel, and live unto God. 


MANY 


£27 < ag r 


MANUDUCTIO 
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The ANGELS preparing to ſound the 
RUN PETS. 
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INTENDING to give you ſome directions for 
your proceeding in the ſtudies upon which you 
are entering, that you may be prepared and fur- 
niſhed for the work of the evangelical miniſtry, to 
which you are deſigned; I ſhall not conſult the 
method which any of the twice twelve Digerta- 
tiones de fludiis, (collected by Elzivir in one little 
volume) have given you. But the . contemplation 
of death ſhall de the firſt point of the wiſdom that 
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my advice muſt lead you to. In the firſt place, 
my ſon, I advife you to conſider yourſelf as a dying 
perſon, and one that muſt ſhortly put off this 
_ earthly tabernacle. I move you, J preſs you, to 
remember how ſhort your time is, yea, though it 
| ſhould reach to the longeſt that is ordinarily known 
among the children of men ; and (how much more 
ſhort it may be made for aught you know, in the 
early anticipations of mortality,) do this, that you 
may do nothing like living in vain. Place your- 
ſelf in the circumſtances of a dying perſon ; your 

breath failing, your throat rattling, your eyes with 
2 dim cloud, and your hands with a damp ſweat 
upon them, and your weeping friends no longer 
able to retain you with them; and then entertain 


ſuch ſentiments of this world, and of the work to 


be done in this world, that ſuch a view muſt needs 
inſpire you withal. Such a numbering of your 
days, I hope, will compel you to apply your heart 
to wiſdom ; and inſtru and excite you to ſpend 
your little time in ſuch things, and ſo induſtriouſſy, 
as may be a matter of comfortable reflection at the 
end of your days. The apprehenſionis of a dying 
perſon are uſually fo wiſe, and fo much have tiic 
right thoughts of the righteous in them, that the 
beſt counſel which can be given you, is, c child, 
make haſte into them ! it -cannot be too foon id 
come into them. They will have a mighty ten- 
I 5 dency 
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dency to make you ſerious, diſcreet, and induſ- 
trious, and every way well-adviſed, and all that 
your beſt friends would have you to be. You run 
the hazard of dying without wiſdom, if you delay 
to come into them; and put far away that which 
by doing fo you will make an evil day. It was 
not a folly in ſome of the ancients; to aſſign the 
contemplation of death as the main foundation and 
main exerciſe of their philoſophy ; and: the young 
man will arrive to more underſtanding than the 
, ancients, who does practiſe upon it. I propoſe a 
5 Vive memor mortis, as what will be the way to the 
t trueſt wiſdom, and no little part of it; and as 
, what will contribute, as much as is poflible for any 
1 

q 

$ 
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thing to do, unto a wiſe conduct in all your af - 
fairs. May the thoughts of a- dying man come 
into an early and lively conſideration with you, and 


A regulate your intentions, your appetites, your be- 
haviours. My propoſal is, that. you would ſet 
] apart proper times, (and be ſure, the preſent time!) 
: to think, what ſort of life ſhall I moſt approve 
7 when I come to die? in what work ſhall I moſt 
7 with to have lived, when I ſee that I am to die? 
A What method and manner of living ſhall I appre-- 
6 hend the moſt eligible when my dying hour is come 
| upon me? Behold, what will give to the young 


6 Han knowledge and diſcretion! 


0+. xe. 
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J I. 
The jrue Ex D of Lr. 


T HE apprehenſion of approaching death, one 
= would think, ſhould make you, as ſoon as 


may be, begin to live. But you do- not begin to 


live, no, you are dead while you live, until you 
live unto God. Methinks, I have already pre- 
pared you to conſider the words which, before Þ 
go any further, E ſhall tranſcribe. for you, from a 
treatiſe entitled, The Angel of Betheſda, which is 
yet (I may ſay, lying at the pool,) unpubliſhed. 
« Chriſtian, fill thy life with moſt explicit acknow- 
« Jedgrnents of the glorious God, and acts of obe- 
« dience to him. Let even the whole buſineſs of 
thy temporal calling de explicitly deſigned ſor an 
© obedience to God. At the ſame time, fill thy 


life with good offices to mankind, and with 


actions that ſhall be bleſſings (and make the doer 

a rich one) unto thy neighbours. This will be 
© living. —Cetera mortis erunt, The man who 
does the molt of theſe things is the longeſt liver. 


© In three ſevens of years, one who lives at this 


© rate may have a longer life than a drowſy a 


« thoughtleſs wretch; that ſhould get along to nin 


c Hundred and ſixty- nine. I may make the more 
« fre 
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e free with the number in: my expreſſion on this 
occaſion, becauſe the Jewiſh rabbies venture to 
tell us, that the time loſt by, Methuſelah in im- 
pertinent things, being deducted from his nine 
© hundred: and fixty-nine years, he will have no 


. more than ten years of, true life left unto him. 
F It is a. maxim. of. truth, Nox annis, ſed factis 
Y « vivunt, mortales. And, they-have lived longeſt in 
F the world, whochaye done the .molt. Sad. in the 


c mand 80 l Angel... oy 
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— 


1 now, „my Hs: — I: 5 with re- 
commending to you. the thoughts of a death at 
hand, yet, what I. mean is, to make a long livers 
and in order. to it, a true liver of you. 


” 


The true and of life. oanſt therefore, as ſoon as i 
may be, come to be ſtated and fixed with you, and e 5 | | 
the falſe ways of fin be no longer walked ins And | 
what can the end be, but the ſervice of the glo- 
rious God? Or, as yon have been taught from 
your infancy, „ to glorify God, and enjoy him for 
« ever.” When you have conſidered the matter 
with the. deepeſt. meditation, you can - ſettle. no 
where but here, and you can fee nothing worthy. 
to be the end of living, but this. May my life be 
ſuch a continual homage to the, glorious God, as 
tie may, Uxrough, his Chriſt, look down with de- 


= 3 5 light: I, 


and riſe no higher in your aims; than to have your 
ſelf accommodated with fuch/ things as: A carnal 
mind calls comfortable . circumſtances ; your life, 


"what is it but a perpetual folly, on which you maß 


and the glory of the Lord be riſen upon thee! It is 
brought about,. and the true light ſhines, when you 
come to make choice of this, as the main ſcope of 
your living in the world; it ſhall be that the glo- 


in all my ways; and wiſely ſubordinate all your 


that homage ; reliſh your enjoyments from it, and 
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light upon. If you terminate: in any inferior end, 


cry out, O ne nunquam fapientem I All your at- 
chievements, though they ſnould be ever ſo pom. 


pous, are but empty futilities. - Nay, how: little 
higher do you aim than the beaſts that periſh? 
And how much will you deſerve the name of bru 
tiſh, which is the denomination with which your 
herd is branded in the oraeles of God? A little 
more hair, and crawling upon all four. —And, 
whit the difference ! But, O ſtar fallen and choaked 
in the duſt, ariſe and ſhine, and let thy light come, 


rious God may be gratifted, in beholding through 
Bis Chriſt the bomage which I pay unto him: 
rendering and procuring acknowledgments to him 


actions, and all your enjoyments unto it: goverit 
your actions by it, and confider them as parts of 


conſider them as helps for that homage; and oſten 
ww your * thoughts upon it. Come inta 
= thoſe 


A 


—_ = 9 


— 
my 
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there be any denial of the God that is above, but 
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| thoſe right thoughts of the righteous, with which 


the ancients were illuminated, when they deter- 
mined that, Ut: Deo er frui creaturis, does in ſhort 
and at once expreſs all the diſorder and confuſion 
that mankind is thrown into. Having ſuch a ſingle 
eye, your whole conduct will be full of light. But 
if you have none but ſome inferior end in your 
eye, you will have an evil eye; your very light 
will be darknefs; and how great your darknefs 1 
From that hour that you come. into this life of 


God, and thus dwell in God, it is inexpreſſible 


how comfortably you will walk with God, and 
have the bleſſed God ever dwelling in you. The 
God who forms the ſpirit of man within him, has 


imprinted on your ſpirit a tendency of return unto 


him. This impreſſion is wretchedly fuppreſſed, 


and finned away in your fall from God,” and the 


tendency wofully diverted and enfeebled. The 


faculty, which we call the conſcience, is the teftt- 


mony of this impreſſion, and is the work of -the 
hw written in the heart. If it muſt continue 


under it's depravations and encumbrances, what 
remains of it will be only to inflict the eternal 
 fcourges and ſcorches of a ſelf-condemning mind 
upon you. Such a recovery of it, as will reſtore 


the Moſt High unto his throne in your ſoul, ſo 
that nothing ſhall be above him there, nor mall 


' 
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the intention of a. grateful: homage unto the glo. 
rious God ſhall. command: your. whole conduct; 
this is the higheſt felicity that you can aſpire unto. 
The very top of what our Great Redeemer has 
propofed for us, is, an union with | God.!. . 
Many things there are that paſs for: wiſdom 
among. the children. of this world. But this, is the 
grand point, whereof it. may be aſſerted, here is 
wiſdom; let him that hath underſtanding paſs a. 
judgment upon it. The ſirname of old. put upon 
our Gildas, belongs unto. the children of this wiſ. 
dom, and. unto none but thoſe. Until. this point 
be gained, nothing that is truly wiſe, is to be ex. 
gected from you. But let your accompliſhments: 
be what they will, you. ſtand. in the liſt. of thoſe 
that muſt have it ſaid of them, What wiſdom. i is 
there in them? Nay, ſince the object which a. 
man makes his laſt end, the ſame he makes his 
God, ſo many low and baſe, and wrong ends, 
as. thoſe wherein, you. terminate, until you thus. 
live unto God, are your gods; your life is a courſe 
of. deteſtable and: abominable idolatries; your por-- 
tion will be among the idolaters, who ſhall not: 
e kingdom of God. | 
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TY is W the utmoſt importunity, that I probs 


to have this matter well. ſettled with you. Lea, 
: intreat 
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intreat me not to leave you, nor to return from 

following after you, until you are brought. i into this 
way of living, which diſtinguiſhes the excellent 
of the earth, from thoſe who are but ſo many. 

carcaſſes * in the wilderneſs. 


That yon may not falt i into ths Wypocrify of 
many books, which wear the motto of, Soli Dea 
Gloria, upon them, while the author in reality 
never aimed any higher than his on admired ſelf, 
but as a truly learned writer detects him, Scripſit 
ſchi ipſi, ac fame ſue, interdum et famt ; let my 
labour be a little more to explain this molt 1 ra- 
tional de of n, i | 


| God is gloriſted, how his infinite perfeRions 


are beheld and confeſſed with a fuitable yenera- 


tion ; and his glorious-Chriſt is conſidered with the 
regards which God hath required for him. | 


The ſervice of God lies in this veneration ; and 


in the doing and uſing of thoſe * that ſhall 


be ſubſervient unto it. 


* Henes: whatever contributes unto the welfare 


of mankind, and ſuch a relief of their miſeries, as 


may give the children of men better opportunities 


0 to glorify him; this alſo is to glorify him. 
In 
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| In glorifying of God, there muſt be a. leiting 
Jeoporum ſubordinatios and you are perpetually to 
diſcern, and to deſign, the ſubordination- 


But fee what proviſion I ſhall make for you. 1 
propoſe anon to lead you into an acquaintance 
with various tongues. and arts; but I can do nb- 0 
thing untit you are acquainted firſt of all, with 4 
what I may call, much more juſtly than that 
which has been. te called, the univerſal 
W F 0 


8 1 vin hive ak before you a plan a 
of real and regular living, exhibited in an inſtru-; 
ment, in which one, whoſe purpoſe and manner of 
life has been known. unto you, ſtated his method 
of living unto God. It will be no vanity to ſay, 
that if the inſtrument; could be ſhown in as many 
languages as Gratius's de Veritate has appeared | in, 
or as many as paid their obſequies unto Peireſkius; 
yea, or as many as they ſay are ſpoken. in the city 
of Cairo it could. meet with no conſiderate reader, 
that would not find ſomething within him that 
would compel him to * it. 


"Tha you have, has may challenge the title of 
att Binah, with vou. 
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Sic Sic Proitur. = 


6 With a a eye, to keep up 2 Jvgalr and 
s perpetual aim at the right end of all that 1 do, 
Gand of all that I have; this will be to walk in 
the light continually. The glory of God is the 
only right end of all; and it will gloriouſly 
+ lighten the mind that has an eye upon it. But 
the Lamb is to be, at the ſame time, the light 
« of ſuch a ſoul, and a Chriſt is to be conſidered: 
God in that Lord of glory, is to be the object 
which my eye muſt be for ever to, if I would 
not have my foot in the net of the evil ones. 


Oo 


That I may truly live, oh! may the life of 
4 God, and-of ny ING be thus nnn in 


4 me! 


= TR ib 


a Very ming which the a of the Nec 
demns as an evil thing, I would for ever abhor 
it, and avoid it ; becauſe it will incur that re- 
1 Dukes By fin thou di R Cad. 

3 3 every at of 8 to o God as 
92 thing which the eye of that infinite onè does 
* with Pe wo notice of. 
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to be pleaſing unto the infinite God, is the me- 
« diation of m Saviour. He has, by his obedience 


10 God for me, made expiation for the defects 


4 f my obedience, and beſpoke a grac ibus Accept. 
ande for it. This chodience'of his I look upoig 
and lem upon, as the only righteouſneſs that 
< juſtifies mne. But mine has in it a faint reſem- 


dlande of that perfect obedience which my Jeſis 


has yielded unto God for me; and it is an obe. 
dience which the ſpirit of my: Jeſus, influencing 
and actuating of me, is the worker of. Yea, it 
is. more immediately to à glorious Chriſt, and 

God ſhining upon me in him, that 1 my Pay 
. bl Obedience, 


7 1 N act of obedience, or of ſub- 
miſſion to the will of God, be a grateful ſpec- 
« tacle to him, or, if he may take ſatisfaction in 
vat He helps me to be, and to do, before him, 


. this is the higheſt felicity I can wiſh for; the 


top of my ambition; the laſt end, the main and 
< chief ſcope of my life. Lord, beyond this, there: 
« is nothing that I can aſk or think. 

+ Prepared with ſuch ſentiments, I proceed inow 
thus to fix my eye upon the right end of all thit 
6 W hand Rind to 155 or that God puts into it 5 


« Wiy 
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0 Why do T attend on the daily facrifices of the 
| s "wm and of the houſhold ? 5 


c or I defire now to pay that homage to 
] ®thee, which thou wilt, for the ſake of thy Chriſt, 
. look down with delight upon. 
bs 
5 


« Why do I give attendance on the public exer- 
ciſes of religion? 


Lord, I deſire to join with "A people in pay- 
art well- pleaſed withal. 


0 I would alſo improve in knowledge and in 
goodneſs, and ſo in being what God would have 


* now meet withal. 


tres? 


Lord, I deſire to pay a due regard unto the 
treaſures with which thou graciouſly entertaineſt 


o * mt. Yea, I would hear what God the Lord 
that t 


+ WM * ſpeak, and how lire unto him, 


6 
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ing to thee thoſe acknowledgments which ROW. 


me to be, by converſing with ſuch truths as IL 


Why do ] ſet myſelf to read the ſacred ſcrip- 


will ſpeak unto me; and be taught what I may 
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* 


* 


* 


4 


| c 


Why do IJ, in the way of my ſtudies, go to 
fill the chambers of my ſoul with all Precious 
and PO riches ? 


e i Lond, I defire to furniſh myſelf with ſuch 
things, as may render me more qualified for 
what ſervice thou mayeſt call me to. 


© Why do I compoſe the difcourſes, which J 


exhibit, either in the preſs or in the pulpit ? 


© Lord, I defire to communicate unto others, 
what may animate them, or accompliſh men, 
for MAY unto God. 


0 Why do I make any of my viſits to any of my 


neighbours ? or countenance their viſits unto 
me? 5 


Lord, I deſire to let fall ſomething in the 
conference that may be for the good of the com- 
pany; even, that more may be known of thee, 
and done for thee, from what paſſes in it. 


And, when I propoſe to ingratiate myſelf unto 


any people by the civilities of converſation, it 
ſhall be, that I may gain thereby the better ad- 
vantages to proſecute good purpoſes upon them. 

« In 
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In converſation, I would eſpecially lay hold 
© on all advantages to introduce as much as I can 
« of a lovely Chriſt into me'y view of all that I come 
© near unto, 


« My journies muſt, like my viſits, be for no- 
* thing, but that God may be ſerved in them. 


« Why do I eat or drink ? 


Lord, I deſire nothing but that I may be 
ſtrengthened for the work, which thou haſt al- 
0 ſigned unto me. 


© What of the table may, for quality or quan- 
, tity, indiſpoſe me for thy work, I will for that 
« cauſe avoid j it. 


. And I will affect moſt, what I find moſt uſeful 
to me for the work before me. Lord, I would 


© have my appetites entirely regulated from this 
conſideration. | 


Why do! allow ſleep to my eyes, or ſlumber 
to my eyelids ? | 


Lord, I deſire to have my ſpirits recruited for 


* that work, wherein I delight to do thy will, O 
my God. 
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In uſing of remedies for the relief of any ma- 
© ladies, J am to be actuated from the ſame con- 
© tideration; that what hinders me from com. 
fortably proceeding in the work of God may be 
« removed. 


Why do I trim, cleanſe, adorn my body? 

Lord, I deſire to recommend myſelf unto 
them, unto whom I would be acceptable in my 
« endcayours to convey {ſomething of thee unto. 
them. 


« Why do I ſuffer myſelf to be perſuaded into 
9 any brief diverſions ? | 
Lord, I defire, that by a little unbending of 
my bow, and remitting the intenſeneſs of my 
© effaysto do good, I may the more harden it into 
a bow of ſteel; and return with more vigour to 
the work of my God. 


But I will watch for alt opportunities to carry 
© on eflavs to do good, in the midſt of my diver- 
4 ſions. | 


Why do I write any letters? 


Lord, 
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Lord, I deſire now to do ſomething that thou 


0  wouldeſt have to be done. 


« And if I can interweave any mention of any 
« matters, in and for which I may beſpeak thee 
to be adored, it ſhall be mentioned. 


I will add this article to this point of my 
living unto God. The ſeveral petitions which 


I carry to the glorious God in my ſupplications, 
« ] would. very diſtinctly examine, what aſpect 
they have upon the ſervice of God? If I can ſee 
none, I will drop them and lay them aſide. But 


© the view of an holy aſpect in them, and if the 


« voice of my ſupplications truly be, let God be 
« glorified, that ſhall invigorate them. 


But, finally; what is it that gives me a reliſh 
for the comfortable things that are beſtowed 
* upon me? What are the things which delight 
« my foul in the comforts which abate the ſorrows 
of my pilgrimage? 


Lord, thou ſhalt be the joy of my joy. 
None of theſe things are to be my enjoy- 
ments; they are to be but inſtruments, 


Ha 5 „There 
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« There are ſerifull delights, which L may law. 
fully taſte, but always thankfully, in compliance 
with the order, wherein the God of nature has 
made them agreeable to the ſenſes. His bounty 
is to be taſted in them; and as being the effects 
of that, they are to be delectable. 


«© The ſweet of my bodily nouriſhments muſt 

© lie, not in their being ſo much ſuited unto my: 

© palate, as in the ſupport they . me for the 
= ſervice of my God. 


This allo is that which makes the reſt of the 
*  Jabouring man ſereet unto· him. 


How far are my poſſeſſions of lands or goods, 
or money, to be ſweet unto me? No farther 
than as they are helps to me in the work of God. 
And they are never to be uſed by me, but when 
«.ſomething that I may count a work of God, is 
* to be carried on. All my expences are to be on 
. ſomething that God would have to be done: and 
ſo to ſpend, ſhould be as pleafant unto me, as 
it can be, to gain or * 


« When I am a married man, I am doing my 

* duty to God,. in conforming to the ninth of Zc- 

. * clefiaſtes and the ninth. 
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© My children are valuable, and very reliſhable 


: * things. My reaforr is; they are the ſubjects of 
thy kingdom, O my God and Saviour: and thou 


haſt made me related unto them, and they are by 
« thee committed unto me, as precious things, in 
c ſingular circumſtances, to be through my culti- 


any others, rendered ſuch ſervants unto thee, as 
thou mayeſt account for a generation. 


My friends are ſome of my good things. That 


© which makes them ſo, is the good I may do to 


© them, or I may do by them. And further, I 
" would not Know chem. 


Lord, the things which diſcover thee to me, 
ſhall therefore, and ſo far, be ſweet; and the 
© more diſcovery they make of thee, the ſweeter. 


they ſhall be unto me. 


© What and where my relifh for books, which 
© I may be hungry for? Lord, becauſe J ſhall fee 


6 thee, or ſerve thee, the. more for the reading of 


0 them. 


© I do not merely once for all ſettle upon theſe 
© right ends, for the center of my life, and the 
_ ©. conſecration of my all unto my God and Sa- 
6 6 Y1OUT ; 5 


vation, and erudition, and inſtruction, more than 
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* yiour; but I would often, often, even as often as 
] can, explicitly conſider them. And if any 
thing occur, wherein I cannot ſee ' theſe right 
ends anſwered, I would be loth to meddle with 
4 5 


As an epilogue unto this inſtrument, I would 
ſubject the weighty words, which a dear brother 


of mine, a profeſſor in the Frederician Univer. 
ſity, who underſtands this way of living, has 
upon it. Omnia ita facienda ſunt, reſpectu habits 
ad Gloriam Dei ut, etfi non ſemper actus adſi 


hujus intentionis, omnia tamen fiant ex habitu et gene. 


rali propoſits nunguam mutando. Sed tamen actualis 
intentio, et crebra cjus repetitio, plurimum prodiſt. 


C unſcientiam enim conſervat tranguillam, animumque 


ob ſinceram intentionem bene ſibi conſcium, reddit le- 
tum, et in opere ipſo alacriorem ac ci neee, 7 


eee 


s E C T. II. 
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UT you will not come to this, until the glo- 
rious God of all grace give you a new heart, 

and cauſe a regenerating work of his grace to pa 
upon 
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vpon you, and by ſanctifying impreſſions of his 
Holy Spirit upon you, call you to his glory by 
Chriſt Jeſus. A carnal mind in you, full of 
_ enmity againſt God, will have perpetual averſion. 
for this living to him, till he ſhall, by his verti- 
cordious influences, heal di ſtempers which you 
have contracted in and by your departure from 
him. Your converſion to. God muſt be accom- 
pliſhed, or elſe you will have no heart, nor ſkill,, 
nor ſtrength, for that life of piety, which muſt be 
laid in the foundation of all the good, that is to be 
expected by you, or from you. Now that you 
may arrive to all the bleſſedneſs of a ſinner con- 
verted from the error of his way, and a ſoul ſaved. 
from death, I will briefly deſcribe to you that 
proceſs of repentance which you. muſt go through) 
and which.every man that lives, and knows that 
he ſhall, but not when he ſhall, ſee death, is out 
of his wits, if he do not immediately come into. 
For this purpoſe, I need not alter the direction. 
that my Czleſtinus has already given you; you 
have in unalterable ſtrains. had the ſum of the mat- 
Wu | | 


© Take a proper ſeaſon for it, and, my ſon, the 
_ * preſent feaſon; I ſay, immediately! Therein, 
* firſt, humbly and indeed, lying in the duſt, own. 
* vourſelf unable to. do any thing effectually of 

your- 
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[ | : 


actual fins; the corrupt fountain, which has 
| run 


yourſelf in changing of your heart, and bringing 
your ſoul to be informed and affected as it- ought 
to be. Say, O glorious God, I juſtly periſh, if 


I do not come unto thee; but if thou draw me 


not, I ſhall never come unto thee. Yea, and 
therewithal, humbly own, that if ever God 
change your. heart, and enable you to do any 


good thing, there muſt be triumphs of ſovereign 


grace over the baſeſt and blackeſt unworthineſs 


in it. Say, Lord, I am utterly unworthy that 


thou, who alone haſt the words of eternal life, 


ſhouldeſt ever ſpeak them unto me, and cauſe me 


to live. 


Under ſuch an humiliation, go on, and lay be- 


fore yourſelf a catalogue of things forbidden, and 
things required, in the ten commandments; 


' loathe and judge yourſelf before the Lord, for the 
- innumerable evils, which beholding yourſelt in 


this glaſs, you will ſee encompaſling of you. Let 
your contempt of the goſpel, and your neglect 
of the Jeſus, who would ſave you from theſe 1n- 
numerable evils, be thrown as a yet more heavy 
weight into the ſcale. But then, go back as far 


as your original ſin, the fin of the firſt hearken-- 


ing to the old ſerpent, and the venom derived 
from thence, which is the original of all your 


— - - a „ 
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run into the ſtreams of the actual enormities and 


« jiniquities, with which your life has been pol- 
luted. Own upon it; O great God, thou art 


holy and righteous in all the ſad things that have 
* ever been inflicted on me, and haſt puniſhed me 


« Jeſs than my fins deſerve. I deſerve to be ſtript 


| * of all that may be at all comfortable to me; I 


« deſerve to be ſcourged with ſore plagues and of 
long continuance z I deſerve to be thrown into 
© the place of dragons, and be puniſhed with the 
« devil and his angels. 


Nov, behold the Son of God made fleſh in 
the bleſſed Jeſus, and proffering to do the part of 
« a mediator' for you; yea, making himſelf re- 
« ſponſible for the debt of his people to the law of 
their God. Behold him undergoing the puniſh- 
ment which was due to you for your ſin, and 
with bloody ſufferings making a ſufficient expia- 
' tion that you may not be puniſhed for it. Be- 
hold him fulfilling all righteouſneſs, in doing 
' alway the things that pleaſe the Father; that ſo 
you may have a lot among the righteous. Ad- 
' mire the free grace of the glorious God, which 
allows you to make this plea for your juſtifica- 
' tion, Plead it, that you may be juſtified. Plead 
' it, with a comfortable perſuaſion of your finding 
' a kind reception with your Saviour. Do not 

* think, 
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« yourſelf in changing of your heart, and bringing 


« your ſoul to be informed and affected as it- ought 


to be. Say, O glorious God, I juſtly periſh, if 
TI do not come unto thee ; but if thou draw me 


not, I ſhall never come unto thee. Yea, and 
therewithal, humbly own, that if ever God 


change your: heart, and enable you to do any 
good thing, there muſt be triumphs of ſovereign 


grace over the baſeſt and blackeſt unworthineſs 


in it. Say, Lord, I am utterly unworthy that 


thou, who alone haſt the words of eternal life, 


ſhouldeſt ever {| Peak them unto me, and cauſe me 


to live. 


Under ſuch an humiliation, go on, and lay be- 


fore yourſelf a catalogue of things forbidden, and 


things required, in the ten commandments; 


loathe and judge yourſelf before the Lord, for the 
innumerable evils, which beholding yourſelf in 


this glaſs, you will ſee encompaſſing of you. Let 
your contempt of the goſpel, and your neglect 
of the Jeſus, who would ſave you from theſe in- 
numerable evils, be thrown as a yet more heavy 
weight into the ſcale. But then, go back as far 


as your original ſin, the fin of the firſt hearken-- 
ing to the old ſerpent, and the venom derived 


from thence, which is the original of all your 


actual fins; the corrupt fountain, which has 
| run 
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© run into the ſtreams: of the actual enormities and 


© iniquities, with which' your life has been pol- 


© ſited. Own upon it; O great God, thou art 


holy and righteous in all the ſad things that have 
ever been inflicted on me, and haſt puniſhed me 


« leſs than my ſins deſerve. I deſerve to be ſtript 


of all that may be at all comfortable to me; I 


« deſerve to be ſcourged with ſore plagues and of 


long continuance ; I deſerve to be thrown into 


the place of dragons, and be puniſhed with the 


devil and his angels. 


« Now, behold the Son of God made fleſh in 
the bleſſed Jeſus, and proffering to do the part of 


a mediator” for you; yea, making himſelf re- 
| * ſponſible for the debt of his people to the law of 


their God. Behold him undergoing the puniſh- 
ment which was due to you for your ſin, and 


with bloody ſufferings making a ſufficient expia- 
tion that you may not be puniſhed for it. Be- 


hold him fulfilling all righteouſneſs, in doing 
' alway the things that pleaſe the Father; that fo 
you may have a lot among the righteous. Ad- 
' mire the free grace of the glorious God, which 


allows you to make this plea for your juſtifica- 


tion. Plead it, that you may be juſtified. Plead 


' 1t, with a comfortable perſuaſion of your finding 


' a kind reception with your Saviour. Do not 
think, 
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think, that you honour, but that you reproach 


your Saviour, if you doubt your kind reception 
with him. 


At the ſame time, take up a full purpoſe of 
© heart, that you will cleave unto the Lord. Let 
your heart be fixed in a ſtrong pnrpoſe to deny 
all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and lead a 
* godly, and a ſober, and a righteous life. But re- 
* ſign yourſelf up unto your Saviour, that he may 
by his holy Spirit make you perfect in every good 
© work to do his will, and work in you that which 
is well pleaſing in the ſight of God. -Wholly 
< deſpair of doing any thing that is holy and juſt 
and good, any further than you have ow a. 
— viour — of you. | | 


Thus you have done, what you have to do, 
that you may lay hold on eternal life. If God 
„ be with you in this action, your converſion to 
© God is now accompliſhed. Every thing in hea- 
b ven and earth and 2580 now looks with a molt 
Joyful aſpect _ you.“ 


This, with ardent and conſtant eries to tlie gra- 
cious God, who giveth wiſdom to them that alk it 
of. him, is the way to come into the experience of 
à principle infuſed from above into you;- that ſhall 
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be indeed Chriſt formed in you ; and Chriſt living 
in you, will enable you to do and to bear what 
you ſhall in the Chriſtian life be called unto. A 
principle of piety, even the love of God, thus 
produced i in you, ſhall-be the root of the righteous 
in you, perpetually bringing forth fruits of righ- 
teouſneſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory 
of God. This principle will incline you to en- 
deavour all poſlible conformity to your Saviour, 
in hating and ſhunning every thing that the light 
of God in you ſhall condemn as an evil thing ; 
and in filling your life with acts of devotion towards 
God, and benignity towards men ; and in behaving 
yourſelf as remembering the eye of heaven always 
upon you; and in approving yourſelf ever a good 
ſteward of the manifold favours that heaven be- 
ſtows upon you; and in ſuffering afflictions after 
a becoming manner; and in hoping and waiting 
for the joy ſet before you in the heavenly world. 
 Aprinciple and an attainment and a bleſſedneſs, 
infinitely preferable, not only to all the wealth in 
the world, but alſo to all intellectual accompliſh- 
ments and embelliſhments : and without which, 
all the ornaments, on which the great men of the 
earth value themſelves, are but gilded vanities. 
Nor will you, being deſtitute thereof, have any 
other advantage of the luſtres you are ſeeking after, 
than to have your lamp go out in obſcure darkness, 

I 5 and 
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and expire with ſuch a woeful complaint as that; 


Dualis artifex pereo! The meaneſt labourer with 
his hands, even a John Urich, having the fear of 
God in him, will be more excellent than you, or 
indeed than one who has carried a batoon in his 


hands, but has gone on without God in the world; 
and he will come to a better end, than that where. 


in you muſt mourn at the laſt, with him who ſaid, 
Surgunt indocti et rapiunt cœlum nos cum noſtris 
doctrinis mergimur in infernum. 


I am inexpreſſibly concerned, that you may have 
an unblemiſhed youth, and not be left unto ſuch 
falls now in your youth, as may cauſe you to go 


halting all your days: yea, that you may be ſuch | 


a pure Nazarite, and preſerved more particularly 
from criminal and abaſing unchaſtities, and molt 
particularly from deteſtable ananiſm, that you may 
be able to ſay, ah, Lord God, my ſoul has not 
been polluted from my youth up. I cannot think 
of a more effeQual preſervative, than ſuch a con- 
verſion to God, as I now exhort you to. 


SE CT. 


10 SOUND THE I RUMPETS. 87 


ZEAL to-d> Good betimes. 


ERTAINLY, you will be brought now with- 


wito! Being thus brought into an happy ſtate of 


reconciliation to God, you are prepared, yea, you 


cannot but be diſpoſed, now to hearken unto ſuch 


ſubordinate counſels as J am now to offer you: 


whereof the firſt will be, that eſſays to do good, 


may fill your life, and be the very ſpirit and buſi- 


neſs of it, and the principal delight. The motto 
which an Engliſh lord has upon his coat of arms, 
is what I propoſe to your continual ambition ; Ut 
proſim. And, my ſon, my advice to you is, be- 


gin betimes to take that noble queſtion into con- 
ſideration, What good may I be capable of doing 


in the world? Have ſtated and proper times for it, 
and theſe as often as may be, to conſider on the 


| queſtion; and keep a record of your purpoſes. 
Firſt with an humble and mournful ſenſe of your 


own barrenneſs, and ſenſible how much you want 
that wiſdom, which is to find out well-adviſed in- 
ventions, look up to God your Saviour, that by 
him, (who is the wiſdom of God) living in you, 


and leading of you, you may obtain a fair view of 


1 2 the 
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the opportunities to do good, which he has put 


into your hand, that they may not be a price in 


the hand of a fool; and a clear view of the methods 
to be taken that this good may be proſecuted, and 


your deſire ſweetly accompliſhed. Then proceed 


and 1nquire, 


Inquire, firſt, What ſhall I do for myſelf, that 
I may myſelf improve in knowledge and good- 


neſs; and the ends of thoſe means, which the ci- 


vine cultivation employs upon me ? 


- Enquire, next, What ſhall I do for my ſeveral 


relatives, my kindred according to the fleſh ; that 


I may prove a bleſſing in each of my relations? 
Take a catalogue of them; and ſucceſſively beſtow 
diſtind thoughts upon them all. ; 


Then go on to take ſome cognifance of the ſe- 
veral ſocieties to which you ſtand related; eſpe- 
cially the church whereof you are a member, | and 
the college, if you belong to that!] yea, the town, 
and the land, whereof you are an inhabitant. 


Think, what good is to be propoſed and pro- 


moted here! To what an extent, O, dear ſon, and 
pleaſant child, may thy projections carry thee ! 


Farti- 


rti- 
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Particular perſons in your neighbourhood may 
now alſo be found out, as objects that good may 
be done unto; the poor to be relieved ; the ſick 
to be viſited ; the ſad to be comforted ; and thoſe 
that are out of the way, to be reclaimed from 
the error of their way. Many of thoſe whom you 


have diſtinguiſhed in thus doing of good unto 


them, you will find prove monſters of ingratitude. 
But let not this diſhearten you. God is now try- 
ing of you, whether you will do good for the pure 
ſake of good ; and you will this way have recom- 
pences aſcertained unto you, in the harveſt, when, 
whatſoever good thing any man does, the ſame 
ſhall he receive of the Lord. 


Bt becauſe your own capacities to do good 
may be greatly limited, you ſhould alſo have a time 
to think; what good lying out of my reach may 
I ſee others capable of doing more than I? And 
hereupon become an humble adviſer unto them. 
Yea, I could wiſh, you would betimes make it a 
rule for your conduct, that you will, as far as you 
can, always endeavour a profitable converſation ; 
and in every company think, whether you may 


not with decency let fall ſome word, which they 


may be the wiſer or the better for ; and every one 
go from you aut doctior, aut melior, for you. 
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Your opportunities to do good, may at firſt be 


very ſmall, and under very narrow limitations, 


Nevertheleſs I preſs you to begin betimes your 
inquiries after them, and your actions upon them; 
and expect that though the beginning be but ſmall, 
the latter end ſhall greatly increaſe. That word, 
Habenti dabitur, will be remarkably and conſpi- 


cuouſly fulfilled unto you, by the all-governing 
providence of him, who has all opportunities to do 
good, entirely at his diſpoſal. Your circles will 
grow wider and wider; and anon expand unto 
_ dimenſions beyond what you could at firſt have 
| imagined. And, I hope, you will eſteem your 


opportunities, as your incomparable treaſures, 
While others are hunting and graſping after the 


fordid wealth of this world, which will preſently 


be found all vanity, vanity ! you will reckon your 
advantages to promote the kingdom of God, and 
the welfare of men, as much more valuable riches, 


| You will be as thankful to any one, who informs 
you of a point wherein you may do ſome good, 2s 


if he had preſented you with a wedge of gold: 
and your maxim will be, Divitiis abundet per me 
licet, quiſquis voluerit; in operibus mea fit abun- 


But then, you muſt not be ſo weak as to ima- 


gine, that this way of ring will recommend yon 


to 
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to the favour of this world. A ſedulous doer of 


good will certainly find himſelf more expoſed than 


other men, to be ill- ſpoken of; greatly maligned, 
reviled, ſlandered. Here, patience muſt have it's 
perfect work. I may ſay, here is the patience of 
the ſaints. Yea, I muſt fay, be very courageous, 


I will conclude this matter with the words of 


one who knew what he wrote. Were a man 


' able to write in ſeven languages; could he con- 

« verſe daily with the ſweets of all the liberal ſci- 
« ences, that polite men. ordinarily pretend unto; 
did he entertain himſelf with all the ancient and 
modern hiſtories; and could he feaſt continually 
© on the curioſities, which all ſorts of learning 


may bring unto him: none of all this will afford 


the raviſhing ſatisfaction, much leſs would any 
* groſſer delights of the ſenſes do it, which he 
might find in relieving the diſtreſſes of a poor, 
mean, miſerable neighbour; and which he 
might much more find in doing any extenſive 
' ſervice for the kingdom of our great Saviour in 
the world, or any thing to redreſs the miſeries 


under which mankind is generally languiſhing.“ 


SE CT. 
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The right END F STUDIES fixed. 


; * are now in the purſuit of that learning, 
and thoſe ingenious and mollifying arts, 

which may diſtinguiſh you from the more uncul. 
tivated part of mankind, and may accompliſh you 
to claim a place among them, who are the bleſ- 
ſings and beauties of their generation. Concerning 
this, what I do in the firſt place adviſe you to, is, 
to fix the end of all your ſtudies, and let this be 
what it ought to be. Let Vives's motto, Oculus 
ad ſcopum, have it's influence upon you in your 
whole courſe of all your ſtudies. If you aim no 
higher nor better, than to render yourſelf conſi- 
derable, and make a figure among your fellow- 
mortals, or perhaps, to gain a comfortable ſubſiſt- 
ence in the world, all you do is wrong, and mean, 
and vile, and the holy God looks down with ab- 
horrence upon you. A Bernard is not the only 
| Chriſtian, who has had a true ſight of the vanity, 
with which the ſtudies of the moſt that ſeek after 
knowledge, are carried on, and pronounced thoſe 
the only right ſtudents, qui ad hoc volunt intelligere 
ut benefaciant. I hope it would not be unintelli- 
gible unto you, if I ſhould recommend unto your 
RET, emula- 
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emulation, -a flight of one, who though I find him 
in the curſed city, herein ſpoke like one of our's; 
Lord, J had rather, could it be without ſin, that 
all ſhould hate me, than that they ſhould love me 
for myſelf: if all the world hate me, I ſhould 
have but what is mine; if they ſhould love me for 
myſelf, they would uſurp what is thine. But thus 
much I cannot but wiſh for ; that you may be- 
times be inſpired with ſentiments, by which the 
idol that has more votaries than that on the plain 
of Dura, that is to ſay, ſelf, may be dethroned 
with you. Be aware of it, that the moſt of people 
who ſhall honour you, and admire you, and ap- 
plaud you, will terminate in you, and look no- 
further than the worm they look next upon: God 
will not have his praiſes in what is done for you, 
and by you. God, without whom, and before 
whom, you are as nothing, will not be remem- 
bered ; and all will be as nothing, in remembrance 
of none but aſhes. A facrilegious idolatry will be 
committed! But a true fervant of God will even 
deprecate it, as an infelicity, to be made the ob- 
jet of this idolatry: and wiſh, Lord, let thoſe 
that fear thee, [and will ſee thee through me,] be 
thoſe that ſhall turn unto me. The true love of 
God muſt make you chuſe rather to be left un- 
regarded in the world, than to have thoſe regards 
paid unto you, wherein the infinite God, the firſt g 

and 
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| and the laſt, ſhall be robbed of his glory, which 


for obſcurities, and for indignities, and be recon. - 


fire to come at thoſe treaſures, which theſe tongues 


r 
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he will not give unto another. Yea, be prepared 


ciled unto them upon this account, I am now de- 
hvered from any danger that the robbers of God 
may make an idol of me! But having thus forbid. 
den you the wrong ones, I will tell you what is 
the right end unto which it were to be withed, 
that your ſtudies may be conſecrated. 


When you are upon ſeeking an acquaintance 
with any languages, let your aims be theſe; I de- 


may be keys unto; and this, that ſo I may be the 
better furniſhed for that ſervice of God, which! 
may be called unto”  _ N 


When you are upon ſeeking an acquaintance 
with any ſciences, let your aims be theſe; I deſire 
to gain thoſe illuminations which may be neceſſary 
for an inſtrument of good unto others ; and this, 
that ſo I may be the better qualified for that ſer- 
vice of God, which will require a workman that 
need not be aſhamed. 


When you are upon reading any boo let your 
aims for ever be of the ſame importance, 


To 


our 


To 
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To ſtrengthen my advice, I will tranſcribe ſome 


words of the celebrated Lord Chief Juſtice Hale 


who, in his account of the good ſteward, ſays, I 


carried along with me, in all my ſtudies, this 


great deſign, of improving them, and the know - 
edge acquired by them, to the honour of God's 
name, and the greater diſcovery of his wiſdom 
and power and truth, and ſo tranſlated my ſecu- 
« lar learning into an improvement of divine 
knowledge. And had I not practiſed this de- 
« ſign in my acquiſts of human learning, I had 
concluded my time miſ-ſpent ; becauſe I ever 
thought it unworthy of a man that had an ever- 
« laſting ſoul, to furniſh it only with ſuch learning, 
as would either die with his body, and ſo be- 
come unuſeful for his everlaſting ſtate, or that in 


the next moment after death would be attained 
without labour or toil in this life.“ 


Having thus fixed the right end of your ſtudies, 
let the view of it make ſuch an impreſſion upon 
you, as to produce a marvellous induſtry in your 
proſecution of it : and quicken you to obſerve that 
maxim, Do with thy might, what thy hand finds 
to do. Remember this; there never was an emi- 
nent, who was not an induſtrious man. You muſt 
de diligent in your buſineſs, if you would hope to 
ſtand in any deſirable circumſtances before that 

great 
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great king, unto whoſe holy ee you are dedi. 
<ated. 


That you may not ſuffer a vile impediment in 
your ſtudies, and avocation from them, I do now 
particularly warn you againſt the ſenſeleſs folly of 
an entanglement in any fooliſh amour, while you 
are yet a ſtudent in the college. It is time enough 
to think of marriage, when your condition in other 
circumſtances, as well as that of age, will qualify 
you to make a wiſe choice, in a point, which a 
very great felicity, or a very great calamity, for the 
reſt of your days, will turn upon. 


DO ABEEEEEDENREEEEAPENEECELEPELEEEELY 
SEC T.-L. 


STUDY of the LANGUAGES. 


* E regulation of your ſtudies, is what ! 
would now proceed upon. And for this, 
though the Regulz Studiorum, written by Chy— 
træus, be a book which I can heartily commend 
unto your peruſal, yet it being written an hundred 
and twenty years ago, I ſhall not think the peruſal 
of that ſufficient for a ſtudent in our days. I muſt 
further accommodate you. And here, humanity 
4 . would 
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would complain of me, if I ſhould fordear to tell 
you, that the Latin tongue, which is more known 
and uſed than any upon earth, except the Arabic, 
is what you ſhould for many reaſons labour to be 
ready at; and able not only to write, but alſo to 
ſpeak in it, with fluency as well as purity; and 
confute the common obſervation, that though 
Engliſhmen do often write (call Spencer and Bur- 
net, for two witneſſes,) the beſt Latin in the 
world, yet they often ſpeak it but indifferently. 
For this purpoſe you will do well frequently, both 
to employ your pen, for compoſing” diſcourſes or 
epiſtles in it; ande likewiſe to maintain frequent 
conferences in it, with ſuch as underſtand the 
phraſes and beauties of it. Indeed, I know not a 

prettier way than this; tranſlate into Engliſh the 
paragraphs of ſome author whio writes very good 
Latin | ſay, the Enchiridion Precum of a Biebm ry] 
and then again, laying aſide your author, turn your 
own Engliſh into Latin; and ſo compare that 
with, and correct it from, your authors. But at 
the ſame time, you ſhouldifamiliarize yourſelf with 
the ſtyle of ſome authors, : whoſe Latin cannot but 
ever charm you with it'selegancies,” On this 
occaſion, I am as far from inviting you into the 
guſt of Linacre, as great à critie as moſt we have 
had for the Latin tongue, who Ciceronis dictionem 
nunguam prabars petuit, nec fine faſtidio audire; as 1 
| KR am 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


am from inviting you into the Ciceronian bi 
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of a Bembo, or, to be as afraid as' Longalins wa 


of uſing the word, Poſſibile. But yet I will pre- 


ſume upon ſo much of paradox, as to offer you 
my opinion, (though I know Wwhat a cenſure a 
Quintilian would paſs upon me, for ſaying) that 


the Latin of an Eraſmus, of a Calvin, or aof 2 


Witſtus, is preferable unto Cicero's; yea, to make 


up the meſs, I am content * _ Caſtellio too 


be en. 


From Rome you muſt needs paſs to Greece. 


And I cannot but wiſh you ſo much a Grecian, as 
not only to underſtand your Greek Teſtament, 


better than they do ordinarilyat this day in Athens, 
in which of all places, it ſeems they now ſpeak 


che worſt Greek that is any where ſpoken but 


alſo, that you may at leaſt be able'to read a Chry- 
ſoſtom of the-Savilian edition; and not enjoy the 
fathers only in the Latin tranſlations, in which 
alone, the Roman Catholics, (agreeably indeed 
unto the name of their church) now generally 
chuſe to publiſh them and peruſe them. How- 
ever, I cannot encourage you to throw away 
much time upon an accurate {kill in the Greek 
accents: but rather wholly, to.drop.them, when 
your quill comes to convey any Greek into your 
pages. For, as the writing of Greek otherwiſe 

= , dan 


+ 0 
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than in capitals, was. introduced in later ages by 
me monks of Egypt, who borrowed the ſmaller 


letters now uſed from the Coptic ; ſo, one ſhall 


hardly find any accents on the Greek, in any ma- 
nuſcripts written above eight ages ago: nor was 
the invention of the accents, with which our 


Greek is now encumbered, of any other than a. 


muſical intention. And Voſſius, with Henninius 
after him, are not the only gentlemen, who have 
declared earneſtly againſt pronouncing the Greek 
according to the accents: I pray, how would a 
verſe of Homer ſound, if it were fo pronounced ? 


But for the Hebrew, I am importunate with 
you. And the more to, becauſe it is one remark- 
able inſtance of the depraved guſt, into which we 
are of later years degenerated, that the knowledge 
of the Hebrew is fallen under ſo much diſrepute, 
as to make a learned man almoſt afraid of owning 
that he has any thing of it, leſt it ſhould bring 
him under the ſuſpicion of being an odd, ſtarved; 
lank fort of a thing, who had lived only on He- 
brew roots all his days. What would an Amama, 
and the reſt of the brave men, who ſhone in the 
former age, and had ſouls like the gates of a tem- 
ple, ſay, if they might riſe and ſee the men of this 
generation! It is true, the knowledge of the He- 


brew is, contrary to the old maxim, Difficilia qua 


K2 pulehra, 
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pulchra, with very little difficulty attained unto, 
Even our little damſels, like Blæſilla, the daugh · 
ter of Paula, (concerning the mother of whom 
Jerom reports the ſame, that he does of the daugh - 
ter,) make nothing of coming at this uncommon 
ornament. And Cooper fays, truly, that if ſtu— 
dents would ſpend as much time at it in a morning 
or an evening, as they miſ-ſpend on an unprofitable 
pipe of tobacco, they would in a few days be maſ- 
ters of it. It is alſo to be owned, that there ap- 
"pears nothing more impertinent, than a little He- 
brician, vapouring and ſwaggering, as if he had 
all the learning in the world; and laying hold on 
all occaſions to throw out an Hebrew clauſe or 
word, for nothing but the oſtentation of his mighty 
accompliſhment, Nevertheleſs, the knowledge of 
the Hebrew is to be valued and purſued on this 
deſign; it will enable you to penetrate further into 
the deep things which the Spirit of God has laid 
up in his oracles, than you could poſſibly do, by 
ſeeing them only in ſome tranſlation. Though 
with much more cauſe than the modeſt Melanc- 
thon, 1 may confeſs Me vix primis labiis deguſtaſe 
Hebraicas literas, yet as he declared, what He- 
brew he had helped him ſo much in his judgment 
of the greateſt matters, he preferred it before all 
the wealth of a kingdom; fo, I may humbly de- 
clare, I ſcarce ever take an Hebrew Bible into 4 

. FP; hands, 


— 


hands, but I am pratefully ſurprized with ſome- 
thing I never thought of; I ever have ſome new ' 
view, and ſee ſomething I never ſaw before. So 


that I do not wonder at Luther for making a ſee 


rious proteſtation; that what knowledge he had. 
of the Hebrew, was of more uſe and more price 


to him, than the greateſt ov of __ that could 
0 1 ſet before him. A 


Indeed, I cannot but wiſh, that a 8 of 


the Syriac may come in, as an appendix to your 
knowledge of the Hebrew: not meerly becauſe it 
was the mother- tongue unto the writers of the 
New Teſtament, [which is the reaſon that we have 
no Greek word of the dual number in all the New 
Teſtament; for that number is what the Syriac is 


a ſtranger to:] but chiefly becauſe the moſt. va- 
luable and ſerviceahle verſion that we have of the 


divine oracles, and what may be of moſt. authority 
in many important points to clear. up the ſenſe of . 


them, is the Syriac. And having once got the 


Hebrew, you wall find the Syriac. cally come-at- 
able. 


For the living tongues, it is a matter of ſome 


ſpeculation, that almoſt all the Proteſtants. in the 


world ſpeak the Teutonic, and waat is derived 
from it; almoſt all the Romaniſts are found in the | 
K3 deriva- 
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derivations from the Latin; the Greek church i, 


moſtly in the Sclavonic. If you intend any ſervice 


to the kingdom of God abroad, you may here take 
your choice. But if you have any time in your 
ſhort life to ſpare for the living tongues, the French 
will be ſure in the firſt place to court; you. - And, 
though the compliment which the nations of Eu- 


rope have paid unto that language, has looked like 


a paving of the way, (which doubtleſs, the French 
academy have had in their eye) for the extending 
of a covetous and ambitious monarchy, to what 
will never be accompliſhed ; yet, for the fake of 
your admiſſion to the reading of many French 
books that may be worth your peruſal, I do nat 
forbid your learning of it. This, the rather, for 
that albeit the Bngliſh tongue is capable of being 
made the moſt expreſſive, and the moſt copious in 
the world, and is in theſe regards much ſuperior 
to the French; nevertheleſs, it may be obſerved, 

there is no man who has the French Tongue, but 

ordinarily he ſpeaks the. neater Engliſh for it. 


And yet concerning the. languages in general; 


the time allowed for them, ſhould certainly be. 


proportioned unto the uſe you are like to make of 
them. Dr. More governing himſelf in the ſtudy 
of the oriental tongues by that rule, pleaſantly and 
modeſtly compared himſelf unto. the man who 

paſſed 


| 
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paſſed by a garriſon with an horſe-ſhoe at his 
girdle; which received and repelled the bullet ſhot 
upon him: on which he obſerved, that a little 
armour, if well-placed, will be ſufficient. I have 
known one Who has been able to compoſe and 
publiſh things in ſeven languages; and yet con- 
feſſed to his friends, that, he could never get the 
time to furniſh himſelf with much more than the 
armour of his well-placed. horſs-ſhoe. But be 


ſure, fo much of the armour as you cannot but 


foreſee you may have occaſion for; fo much 1 
inſiſt upon. I am far from urging you io ſtudy fo 
many languages as the epitaph of that great and 
good phyſician e, aſeribed unto him the 
knowledge * 
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Srupy of the SCIENCES. 


Tu ban you will conſider, but as in- 
ſtruments to come at the ſciences where- 
with you. would propoſe to go ſkilfully about the 


work which your God ſhall call you to. And 


eſteeming them as rather helps to erudition than 
any parts of it, you will no more value yourſelf as 
4 a ſcholar 
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a ſcholar for them, than the bare ne” gp took 
would make one- to boaſt himſelf an wan. 


If you 000 ad a ſhort * of all he {. 
ences, and find out a north-welt paſſage to them, 
I cannot think of any one author, that would an- 
ſwer every intention ſo well as Alſted. I tabe 


him to have been as learned à man as ever was in 


the world; and there being ſo little uſe made of 
his conciſe exhibitions, is to me, one of the things 
that I cannot but wonder at, and Dee know what 
to make of. 


Inſtead of chanitdieing away Jour: time on the 
rhetoric, whereof no doubt, you thought, your 


Dugard gave you enough at ſcheol ; and upon all 


the tropes and ſchemes whereof a juſt cenſurer well 
obſerves, Poſſunt una atque altera hora ita notar. 
ut eorum notitta per omnem ætatem ſufficiat ; and the 
very profeſſion whereof uſually is little more than 
to furniſh out a ſtage-plaver; my advice to you 
is, that you obſerye the flowers and airs of ſuch 
writings, as are moſt in reputation for their ele- 
gancy. Vet I am willing that you ſhould aften- 
tively read over Smith, his Myſtery of Rhetoric 


Unveiled, that you may not be ignorant of what 


«+ 
1 * 


But 
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But I will take this opportunity to tell you, that 
there is no where to be found any ſuch rhetoric, as 
there is in our facred ſcriptures. Even a pagan 
Longinus himſelf will confeſs the ſublime, ſhi- 
ning in them. There can be nothing ſo beautiful, 

or ſo pathetic, as the figures every where uſed in 
them. They are life. All meer human flouriſhes 


are but chaff to the wheat that is there. Yea, 


they are an hammer that breaks the rocks to 
pieces. In them the God of glory thunders, yea, 
does it very marvellouſly ! There is in them that 
voice of the Lord which is full of majeſty. For 
the pulpit-oratory, | which is what you have in 
view, there'can be nothing more. adviſeable than 
to be a maſter of ſcripture-phraſes, and employ 
them with an agreeable ingenuity on all fit occa- 
ſions. I will add, I know not but a Lamy, in 
his L' Art de parler, may give you ſome hints that 

may not be unuſeful to you. 5 


Nor can I encourage you to ſpend very much 
time in that which goes under the name of logic. 
lf my excellent friend Langius, in his noble Me- 
dicina Mentis, (which I commend unto you to be 
diligently peruſed, as an introduction to all your 
ſtudies of the ſciences,) had not compelled me to a 
contempt of the vulgar logic learnt in our colleges, 
as a ſort of meer morology, yet a little ſerious 

recollec- 
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recollection would have brought me to it. What 
is there uſually got by the vulgar logic, but only 
to be furniſhed with a parcel of terms, which in- 
ſtead of leading the mind into the truth, enables 
one rather to carry on altercations and logomachies, 
by which the force of truth may be at-pleaſure, 
and by ſome little trick, evaded.. Phe power and 
proceſs of. reaſon is natural to the ſoul of man; 
and thoſe maſters. of reaſon who argue the moſt 
rationally, and make the moſt rational reſearches 
into the true ſtate of things,. and who take the 
moſt reaſonable meaſures for their conduct, and 
who in all things arrive to the. moſt. notable diſ- 
coveries, I pray, what ſort of logicians are they 
Either they never once read a page of any Burgeſ. 
dictus, of elſe they have unlearnt and forgot alt 


their vuigar logic. I am fure they rarely trouble 


their heads to recall the old rules which they have 
recited unto their tutors. To exhibit in the pom- 


pous form of an art, what every one does by meer 


nature and cuſtom, and fabricate it into ſuch a 
ſhape as that of the vulgar logic, and with ſuch 
trifling applications and illuſtrations as it is uſually 
done, appears as impertinent as if one ſhould with 
much formality teach the art of eating, or drinking, 
or walking. And it might with equal ſolemnity 
be ſhewn what points of regular management are 


exemplitied. by the boys playing at their marbles. 


: ">= 
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The "moſt valuable thing in logic, and the very 


termination of it, is the doctrine of ſyllogilms; 


And yet it is notorious, that all ſyllogizing is only 
to confirm you in a truth which you are already 
the owner of, ſo, no logic has yet given us all the 
ſeveral ways of fyllogizing that may be run into; 
andlit is as notorious, that while an expanded fyl- 
logizing is reckoned no other than an indecency 
in ordinary writing as well as talking, our only 
ſyllogizing is that which we call an enthymeme: 
ſuch a thing is evident, and therefore ſuch a thing 
to be inferred from it is alſo evident. Notwith- 
ſanding, leſt we ſhould offend them, go dip into 
your logic. But count it enough, if you have 
gone through a' Milton, or a Gutberleth, or a 
Watts. Indeed, ſome treatiſes that clear up the 
maxims of reaſon, and may ſtrengthen you and 
ſharpen you in the uſe of it, you may do well to 
look into. The Ars Cogitandi may paſs for one 
of thoſe: and though, for ſome reaſons, I would 
be excuſed from recommending an eſſay of human 


underſtanding, which is much in vogue, yet I can 


approve your pexuſing of Oldfield's Improve- 
ment of Reaſon. But for the vulgar logic, I muſt 
freely lay, you loſe time if you ſteer _ otherwiſe 
in it, than, touch and go: | 


| What 1 iy of: hgh, 1 fa: of . 
SEE 9090 which 
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which 2 learned man too juſtly calls, Diſciplinary 
emnium excrementum, though ſhe would: ſet up- for 
the queen of ſciences. If you have got à Mac: 
covius, or a Jacchæus into your head, you have as 
much as I ſhould, care for: to which indeed, ſome 


acquaintance . with a Cuſtanæus, or ſome. ſuch 
fencer for diſtinctions, may be added. But then 
to weave any more cobweb in your brains, o 


what: purpoſe is it? This, however, is one of the 
things which L will affirm. conſtantiy; that as 2 
Suarez, than whom yau cannot eaſily find a greater 


dealer in metaphyſics, after all, declared the hour. . 


which he took in ſtudying and examining, and 
rectifying his on heart, were of infinitely more 


vſe and worth to bim than all his metaphyſical 


and voluminous lucubrations; you ſhall in like 


manner find, that you may eaſihy employ your 


hours to better purpoſe . in e and 
—_— ſpans Y ribs on Vil cont 
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Ethica Chriſtiana of a Daneus, be among the things 
which cannot be ſpoken againſt, yet of that where - 
on they employ: the pluugh ſo long in many acade- 
mies, I will venture to ſay, it is à vile thing; and 
po other than what honeſt Vockerodus has jultly 


called it, Impietas in artis formam redacta. It is 


* over a ſham; it preſents yo with a mock· 


happineſs 
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happineſs j it preſcribes to you mock virtues for 
the coming at: it: and it pretends to give you a re- 
ligion without # Chriſt, and a life of piety without 


dead works filling of: it. It is not amiſs for 
you to know what this nen is; and there- 


fore you: may. if you: pleaſe, beſtow: à ſhort read 


ing upon a Golius or a More: but be more of a 


thor laſt mentioned, as, next the bible, the beſt 


book in the, world. Study no other ethics but 
what is in the bible; and conſult ſuch books as 
the Verus Chriſtianiſmus of an Arndt, whereby 
hundreds of 1 n _ TIE into che 
life of God. U 


1 5 


eee in the rules of behaviour, J heartily 


learnt by a wiſe obſervation of what you ſee paſſes 
in the converſation of politer people: and by 


tained in- that one word, "MODESTY'; Which ren- 
to one's ſelf: er, comprized' in that one maxing, 
the company. The truth is; the moſt aft and 


tontine rules of behswout wiltbe found rifles of 
„ n chriſti- 


4 living principle; eren e no other than 


chriſtian than to look ow the Enchiridion of the au 


BY 1 kenden as Ges De 6 and may 


commend unto you, And yet, evan theſe are beſt 


wiſely confidering how they are indeed all con- 
ders every one his due, and affumes nothing undue 


Do and ſay nothing that nay be juſtly offenſive to 
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chriſtianity : for: which cauſe it pleated our glo- 
rious Redeemer more than once to give them. 
Every chriſtian, as far as he keeps to his own rules. 
will be ſo far a gentleman. And for N f 
NOT ene e to a Pn of them. 
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o 


the beginning .been in ſuch requeſt, that I muſt 
needs recommend unto you ſome acquaintance 
with it. Though ſome have had a ſoul ſo unmu- 
ſical, that they have decried all verſe as being but 
a meer playing and fiddling upon words; all ver- 
ſifying, as if it were more unnatural than if we 


| ſhould chuſe dancing inſtead of walking; and 


Thyme, as if it were but a ſort of moriſce-dancing 


with bells: yet I cannot wiſh you a ſoul that ſhal 
be wholly unpoetical. An old Horace has left us 


an art of poetry, which you may do well to beltow 
2 peruſa on. And beſides your lyric hours, 1 


wiſh you may ſo far underſtand an epic poem, 


nme Homer and a Wi may be 


3 8 diſcerned | 


50 F T R v, Wet we ane now even 2 
Antediluvian piece in our hands, has from 
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diſcerned with you. As to the moral part of 'Ho- —_— | | 
mer, it is true, and let me not be counted a Zoilus - | il 
for ſaying fo, that by firſt exhibiting their gods as 0 
no better than rogues, he ſet open the flood · gates 
br a prodigious inundation of wickedneſs to break 
in upon the nations, and was one of the greateſt 
ö apoſtles the devil ever had i in the world. Among 
the reſt that felt the ill impreſſions of this univerſat 
; corrupter, (as men of the beſt ſentiments have 
called him,) one was that overgrown robber, of 
5 execrable memory, whom we celebrate under the 
name of Alexander the Great; who by his con- 
1 tinual admiring and ſtudying of his Iliad, and by 
4 following that falſe model of heroic virtue ſet be- 
ü fore him in his Achilles, became one of the worſt 
e of men, and at length inflated with the ridiculous 
„ pride of being himſelf a deity, expoſed himſelf to 
t all the ſcorn that could belong to a lunatic. And 
hence, notwithſtanding the veneration which this 
ol has had, yet Plato baniſhes him out of a com- 
mon- wealth, the welfare whereof he was concerned 
for. Nevertheleſs, cuſtom or conſcience obliges . 
him to bear teſtimonies unto many points of mo- 
rlity. And it is eſpecially obſervable, that he 
commonly propounds prayer to heaven as a moſt 
neceſſary preface unto all important enterprizes 5 
and when the action comes on too ſuddenly for a 
more extended ſupplication, he yet will not let it 
L 2 come 
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come on: without an ejaculation ; and he _— 
ſpeaks of any fupplication but he brings in a gra. 
| cious anſwer to it. I have ſcen a traveſteering 
| highflier, not much to our diſhonour, ſcoff at 
Homer for this; as making his actors to be like 
thoſe whom the Engliſh call diflenters. But then, 
we are ſo much led into the knowledge of anti- 
quities by reading of this poct, and into ſo many 


parts of the recondite learning, that notwithſtand- · 


ing ſome little nods in him, not a few acute pens 
beſides the old biſhop of Theſlalonica's, have got a 
reputation by regaling us with annotations upon 
him. Yea, though one cannot but ſmile at the 
fancy of Croeſe, who tries with much oſtentation 
of erudition, to ſhew that Homer has all along 
tendered us in a diſguiſe and fable the hi ſtory of 


the Old Teſtament, yet many illuſtrations of ihe 


facred Scriptures, I find, are to be fetched from 
him; who, indeed, had probably read what was 
extant of them in his days; particularly, our eigh- 


teenth pſalm is what he has evidently imitated, 


Virgil too, who ſo much lived upon him, as well 
as after him, is unaccountably mad upon his fate, 
which he makes to be he knows not what himſell, 
but ſuperior to gods as well as to men; and 
through his whole compoſures he ſo aſſerts the 
doctrine of this nonſenſical power, as is /plainly 
Inconſiſtent with all virtue. And what fatal — 
5nd 1 
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chief did Faſcinator do to the-Roman empire, when, 


by deifying- one great emperor, he taught the 
ſucceſſors to claim the adoration of gods, while 


they were perpetrating the crimes of devils ?-I will 
not be a Carbilius upon him; nor will I ſay any 


thing how little the married ſtate owes unto one 


who Writes as if he were a woman-hater: nor 


what his blunders are about his poor-ſpirited and 


inconſiſtent hero, for which many have taxed him. 
Nevertheleſs, -it is obſerved, that the Pagans had 


no rules of manners that were more laudable and 


regular than what are to be found in him. And 
ſome have ſaid, it is hardly poſlible ſeriouſly to 


read his works without being more diſpoſed unto 


goodneſs, as well as being greatly entertained. To 


be ſure, had Virgil writ before Plato, his works 


had not been any of the books prohibited. But 


then, this poet alſo has abundance of rare anti- 


quities for us: and ſuch things, as others beſides 
a Servius, have imagined that they have inſtructed 
and obliged mankind, by employing all their days 
upon. Wherefore if his Eneid, (which though 
it were once near twenty times as big as he has 
left it, yet he has left it unfiniſhed,) may not ap- 
pear ſo valuable to you, that you may think twenty- 


ſeven verſes of the part that is the moſt finiſhed in 


it, worth one and twenty hundred pounds and odd 


money, yet his. Georgics, which. he put his laſt 


L ---.-- hand 


mh Tn ANCEDS PREPARING 


hand to, will furnilh you with many. thitigs. fir 


from deſpicable. But after all, when I ſaid, 
was willing that the beauties of thefe two poets 
might become viſtble to your viſive faculty in 
poetry, I did not mean that you ſhould judge no- 
rung 40. be admittable into an epic poem, which 
i not -autharized by their example; but I per- 
fealy.cancur with one ho is inexpreſſibly more 
capable to be a judge of ſuch a matter than J can 


be; that it is a falſe critic wha, with à petulant 


air, will inſult reaſon itlelk, * it en to 4 
1 ſuch N 5 


1 jus . that if 8 galten 


of a Vida) you try your young wings now and then 


epigram, it may a little ſharpen your ſenſe, and 
poliſh your ſtyle for more important performances 
for this purpoſe you are now even overſtocked 
with patterns, and———Poemata paſſim, you may, 
| like Nazianzen, all your days make a little re- 
creation of poetry in the midſt of: your painful 


| fludies. Nevertheleſs, I cannot but adviſe; you, 


Withhold thy throat from. thirſt. Be not ſo ſet 
upon poetry, as to be always poring on the paſ- 
ſonate and meaſured pages. Let not what ſhould 
be ſauce, rather than food for yqu, engroſs all 
your application. Beware of à boundleſs and 
4 5 8 V 


2 Hom 


a> 


„ ˙ ü 466 6 ws. & 06 6 


1 hs abt hd wile — 


: I 
** ** = WY 


ro SounD THE T'RUMPETS. 115 


cy appetite for the reading of the poems which 


now the riekety nation ſwarms withal; and let not 


the Cirezan cup intoxicate you. But eſpecially 
preſerve the chaſtity of your ſoul from the dangers 


you may incur, by a converſation with muſes that 
are no better than harlots: among which are 


others beſides Ovid's Epiſtles, which: for their 


tendency to excite and foment impure flames, and 


caſt coals into your boſom, deſerve rather to be 


thrown into the fire, than to be laid before the eye 


which a covenant ſhould be made withal. Indeed, 


not merely for the impurities which they convey, 
but alſo on ſome other accounts; the powers of 


darknefs have a library. among us, whereof the 
poets have been the moſt numerous as well as the 
moſt venemous authors. Moſt of the modern 


plays, as well as the romances, and novels and 


fictions, which are a ſort of poems, do belong to 
the catalogue of this curſed library. The plays, I 
ſay, in which there are ſo many paſſages that have 
à tendency to overthrow all piety, that one, whoſe 


name is Bedford, has extracted near ſeven thouſand 


inſtances of them, from the plays chiefly of but 
five years preceding; and ſays awfully upon them, 
They are national ſins, and therefore call for na- 
tional plagues; and if God ſhould enter into judg- 
ment, all the blood in the nation would not be able 
to atone for them. How much do I with that 
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ſuch peſtilences, and indeed all thoſe worſe: than 


Egyptian toads, (the ſpawns of a Butler, a-Brown, 
and a Ward, and a company whoſe name is le. 
gion!) might never crawl into your chamber! 


The unclean ſpirits that come like frops ont of the 


mouth of the dragon, and of the beaſt ; which go 
forth unto the young people of the earth, and ex- 
poſe them to be dealt withal as the enemies of God, 
in the battle of the great day of the Almighty. As 
for thoſe wretched fcribbles of madmen, my ſon, 
touch them not, taſte them not, handle'them not: 
thou wilt-periſh in the uſing of them. They are 


the dragons, whoſe contagious breath peoples the 
dark retreats of death. To much better purpoſe 


will an excellent but an envied Blackmore: feaſt 
you, than thoſe vile rhapſodies (of that Vinum de. 
monum) which you will find always leave a, taint 


upon your mind, and among other ill effects, will 


ſenſibly indiſpoſe you to converſe with the wy 
oracles of God your Saviour. 6 | 


8 


But there is, what I may rather call a paren- 


theſis than a digreſſion, which this may be not 
altogether an improper place for the introducing of. 


| [There has been a deal of a-do about a ſtyle; 
ſo much, that I muſt offer you my ſentiments upon 
it. There is a way of writing, wherein the 


author 
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author endeavours that the reader may have ſome- 
thing to the purpoſe in every paragraph. There 


is not only a vigour ſenſible in every ſentence, but 


the paragraph is embelliſhed with profitable refer- 
ences, even to ſomething beyond what is directly 
ſpoken. Formal and painful quotations are not 
ſtudied ; yet all that could be learnt from them 
is inſinuated. The writer pretends. not unto read · 
ing, yet-he couid not have writ as he does if he 
had not read very much in his time; and his com- 
poſures are not only a cloth of gold, but alſo ſtuck 
with as many jewels as the-gown of a Ruſſian am- 
balfador. 'Dhis way of writing has been decried 
by many, and is at this day more than ever ſo; 
for the ſame reaſon that, in the old ſtory,” the' 
grapes were decried, that they were not ripe. A 


lazy, ignorant, coneeited ſet of authors, would 


perſuade the whole tribe to lay aſide that way of 
writing, for the ſame reaſon that one would have 
perſuaded his brethren to part with the incum- 
brance of their buſhy tails. But however faſhion 
and humour may prevail, they mult not think that 
the club at their coffee-houſe is all the world; 
but there will always be thoſe, who will in this 
caſe be governed by indiſputable reaſon : and who 
will think that the real excęllency of a book will 
never lie in ſaying of little; that the leſs one has 
tor his money in a book, it is really the more 

| valuable 
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valuable for it: and the leſs one is inſtructed in a 


book, and the more ſuperfluous margin and; ſuper- 
ficial harangue, and the leſs of ſubſtantial matter 


one has in it, the more it is to be accounted of. 
And if a more maſſy way of writing be ever ſo 


much diſguſted at this day, a better guſt will come 
on, as will ſome other thing, gue jam cecidere. In 
the mean time, nothing appears to me more im- 
pertinent and ridiculous: than the modern way ( 
cannot fay, rule; for they have none I) of eriti- 


ciſing. The blades that ſet up for critics, I know - 
not who conſtituted or commiſſioned them they 


appear to me, for the moſt; part, as contemptible 
as they are à ſupercilious generation. For indeed 


no two of them have the fame ſtile; and they a 


as intolerably croſs-grained, and ſevere in their 
cenſures upon one another, as they are upon the 


reſt of mankind. - But while each of them, con- 


ceitedly enough, ſets up for the ſtandard of per- 
fection, we are entirely at a loſs which fire to 


follow. Nor can you eaſily find any one thing 


wherein they agree for their ſtile, except perhaps 
a perpetual care to give us jejune and empty pages, 


without ſuch touches of erudition (to ſpeak in te 


ſtile of an ingenious traveller) as may. make the 


diſcourſes leſs tedious; and-more enriching to the 


mind of him that peruſes them. There is much 
talk of a florid ſtile obtaining among the pens that 
OS are 
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are moſt in vogue; but how: often would it puzzle 


one, even with the beſt glaſſes, to find the flowers! 


And if they were to be chaſtiſed for it, it would be 
with much the ſame kind of juſtice as Jerom was, 
for being a Ciceronian. After all, every man will 
have his own-ſtile, which will diſtinguiſh him as 


much as his gait :: and if you can attain to that 
which I have newly. deſcribed, but always writing 


ſo as to give an eaſy conveyance: unto your ideas, I 
would not have you by any ſcour ging be driven 
out of your gait; but if you muſt confeſs a fault 


in it, make a confeſſion like that of the lad unto 
his father while he was beating him for his verſi⸗ 


hing. 


N Hens ſince every man will have his own 
file, I would pray that we may learn to treat one 
another with mutual civilities and condeſcenſions, 


and handſomely indulge one another in this as gen- 


demen do in other matters. 


I wonder what ails people that they cannot let 
Cicero write in the ſtile of Cicero, and Seneca 


write in the (much. other!) ſtile. of Seneca; and 


own that both may pleaſe i in their ſeveral-ways.— 

But I will freely tell you, what has made me con- 
ſider the humouriſts that ſet up for critics upon 
ſt le as the moſt unregardable-ſet of mortals in the 
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world, is this! Far more illuſlrious critics thay 
any of thoſe to whom I am now bidding defiance, 


and no leſs men than yeur Eraſmus's and your 
Grotius's, have taxed the Greek Rite of the New 


Teſtament with T know not what ſoleciſms and 
barbariſms; and how many learned folks have ob. 
ſequiouſly run away with: the notion ! whereas it 


is an ignorant and. an infolent. whimſey which 
is have been guilty of. It may be (and parti- 


cularly by an ingenious Blackwall, it has been) 
demonſtrated, that the gentlemen are miſtaken in 
every one of their pretended inſtances; all the un- 


queſtionable claſſics may be brought in to convince 
them of their miſtakes. Thoſe glorious oracles art 
as pure Greek as ever was written in the world; 

and ſo correct, ſo noble, ſo ſublime is their ſtile, 
that never any thing under the cope of ey! but 
N Old en * — it. 
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Do it, with continual contemplations and agree- 
able acknowledgments of the infinite God, whoſe 
perfections are ſo diſplayed in his works before you, 
that from them, you cannot but be perpetually ra- 
viſhed into the acelamations of, how great is his 
goodneſs and his beauty! 


Do it with a deſign to be led into thoſe views 
wherewith you will in ways moſt worthy of a man 


effectually ſhew yourſelf a man, and may with 
unutterable ſatisfaction anſwer the main end of 


your being, which is, to glorify God; and therein 


alſo diſcharge the office of a prieſt for the creation ; 


which, how ſweet a token for good, muſt it be 


unto you! 


When I ſaid natural philoſophy, you may be 


| fare, I did not mean the Peripatetic : for I heartily 


' ſubſcribe to the cenſure of Chri/tianus Thomaſtus 
upon it; ne tempus pro perdito judicandum, quod 


in Phyſicam peripateticorum 1mpenditur ; ita inepta et 
ftalta ibi ſunt omnia. It is indeed amazing to ſee 
the fate of the writings which go under the name 
of Ariſtotle. Firſt falling into the hands of thoſe 
who could not read them, and yet for the ſake of 
the famous author were willing to keep them; 
they were for a long while hid 'under ground, 
where many of them deferved a lodging. And 
Les 22531 = DO from 
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from this place of darkneſs the torn or worn ma- 
nuſcripts were anon fetched out; and imperfeAly 
and unfaithfully enough tranſcribed, and conveyed 
from Athens to Rome, where copies were in like 
manner taken of them. The Saracens at laſt got 
them, and (the conciſe and broken ſtyle a little 
ſuiting them) they ſpoke Arabic; and even in 
Africa there were many Ariſtotelian ſchools 
erected. They were from thence brought over 
into Spain, and exhibited with ſuch tranſlations 
and commentaries as it pleaſed the Arabians to be-. 
ſtow upon them. When learning revived under 
Charlemaigne all Europe turned Ariſtotelian: 
yea, in ſome univerſities they ſwore allegiance to 
him; and O monſtrous! if J am not miſinformed, 
they do in ſome univerſities at this day fooliſhly 
and profanely on their knees continue to do ſo, 
With the vile perſon that made himſelf the head 
of the church at Rome, this muddy-headed Pagan 
divided the empire over the chriſtian world; but 
extended his empire further than he, or even any 
Tamerlane. For the very Jews themſelves be- 
came his vaffals, with a tradition of his having 
ſome relation te, or at leaſt ſome ac quaintance 
with, their fathers. And though Europe has, 
with fierce and long ſtruggles about it, begun to 
ſhake off the ſhackles, he does to this day, u under 
the name of Aplis, continue to tyrannize over 
human 
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human underſtanding in a great part of the oriental 
world. No mortal elſe ever had ſuch a preroga- 
tive to govern mankind, as this philoſopher ; who. 
after the prodigious cart- loads of ſtuff, that has 
been written to explain him (for within a few. cen» 
turies after Albertus Magnus, there were twglve 
thouſand authors that wrote upon him, or fol- 
lowed and defended him; and by a probable com- 
putation, there have ſince been more than as many 


more!) he yet remains in many other things, be- 

ſides his Entelechia, ſufficiently unintelligible, and 
lor ever in almoſt all things unprofitable. Avicen, 

after he had read his Metaphyſics forty times over, 

and had them all by heart, was forced after all to 

lay them aſide, in deſpair of ever underſtanding 

them. Have done then, with your Magirus, and 

your Euſtachius, and your Heereboord ; and the 
reſt of the jargon- writers. Juſt ſo far as to ſee a 

little what they ſay, you may look unto them 

whatſoever is more, cometh of evil, and evil will 

come of it. . 


Some eminent perſons, beſides a Sennertus and 
a Valeſius, tired with the academical futilities, 
have, at length betaken themſelves to the belt 
(chool for philoſophy as well as for theology. The 
Moſaic philoſophy in the ſcheme that Comenius 
has given of it, is much admired and embraced in 
= M3 ſome © 
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Tome reformed univerſities; and you will do well 
do beſtow a deliberate reading upon it. The Phi. 
lſafhia Vetus ac Vera, of the rare Dickinſon, has 
given us a yet finer piece of Moſaic work, Which 
muſt always be honourably ſpoken of. But though 
it de true, that the Sacred Scriptures have 2 
Wondrous philoſophy 3 in them, and a memorable 
Dutchman has lately demonſtrated, that according 
to what every day makes more and more evident, 
the prophetic ſpirit, from whoſe inſpiration they 
are given to us, knew and owned the now molt 
indiſputed things which occur in the diſcoveries of 
eur modern philoſophy ; yet it is now plain, the 
firſt chapter of Geneſis, (as well as the reſt-of the 
Bible, which refers to the ſyſtem of the world, 
has not been well underſtood by moſt of the gen. 
tlemen that have writ upon it. However, be- 
cauſe of the regard therein paid unto Moſes, and 
the traduction of our philoſophy from the holy 
fountains, (though Plato be advanced with him)! 
do particularly approve your peruſing of the Phil. 
ſaphia generalis, written by our equally mode 

' and learned Gale, fo as to make yourſelf a maſter 
of it. 1 cannot but confeſs, that the hypotheſcs 
which the more ingenious and inquiſitive ſons of 
the wild aſſes colt, have hitherto moſtly valued 
themſelves upon, have been too juſtly called, Phi- 
loſophical Romances, and it may be what is now 
wok 
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moſt in vogue, may anon be refuted and refuſed 


like it's predeceſſors. Nevertheleſs, I would have 
you to take what may appear lealt likely to prove 


romantic. And therefore, as thorough an inſight 


as you can get into the principles of our perpetual 
dictator, Sir Iſaac Newton, is what I mightily 
commend unto you. 


Be ſure, the experimental philoſophy is that, in 


which alone your mind can be at all eſtabliſhed. 


For this purpoſe, beſides your more occaſionally 


converſing with ſuch things as our philoſophical 
tranſactions, and ſeveral communications of our 
illuſtrious Boyle, and of Hook, and of Grew, and 
Cheyne, and Keill, and thoſe alſo that have writ- 
ten the natural hiſtory of ſeveral places, (and ſuch. 
_ outlandiſh writings as thoſe of Bartholinus, and 
Borellus, and. the German Ephemerides) I would 
commend unto you the Religious Philoſopher, of 
the admirable Nieuentyt; and what has been 
communicated by our induſtrious Ray, and our 
ingenious Derham, who ſtill nobly ſerve religion 
as well as philoſophy. And whatever it might be 
lor me to ſay ſo unto any one elſe, I hope it will 
be no indecency for me to fay fo unto you; that 
il you deſire to ſee the largeit collection, I have 
yet ſeen of the diſcoveries which the laſt age has 
made in philoſophy, adapted unto the general 
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capacity of readers; and ſhort eſſays upon every 
article, to ſhew and raiſe thoſe diſpoſitions of piety, 
wherein the works of the holy and bleſſed God in- 
vite us to live unto him; together with the firſt 


claim that I have ever yet ſcen ſo explicitly made 


on the behalf of a glorious Chriſt, and the conſi- 
deration due to him in our philoſophy ; you have 
this prepared for you in a book entitled the 
CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER. 


Above all, I would have you fee to it, that vou 


be not, like ſome haughty and ſhort-ſighted, and 


half-witted ſmatterers in philoſophy, ſeduced into 


ehe folly of doubting the exiſtence or providence 


of a glorious God, by a ſtudy, which, if well. 


purſued, would compel you to come into a ſtrong 
faith, wherewith you would give glory to him, on 


all occaſions. I hope, every ſtep of your ſtudy 
will give you more and more ſatisfaction of what 
one of our beſt philoſophers, the author of the 


Natural Hiſtory of the Earth, adheres unto ; that 


as the world was at firſt created, fo it has been 
ever ſince preſerved by the immediate hand of 
God. You will ſee, that the influences of one 
thing upon another in the courſe of nature are 


purely from the omnipotent and omnipreſent | 


God, actually for ever at work, according to his 


own laws, and putting his laws in execution, and 
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a+ the univerſal cauſe producing thoſe effects, 
whereof the creatures are but what one may call, 

he occaſional cauſes. You will allo be often and 
quickly carried up into thoſe immechanical prin- 
ciples, from whence, the next ſtep is into God! 
The gravitation of bodies is one of them; for which 
no cauſe can be aſſigned but the will of the glo- 
rious God, who is -the firſt cauſe of all. Child; 
| ſee God in every thing! Own him, fear him, love 
him; ſtudy philoſophy with a perpetual intention 
to do ſo. Remember, God is to ſpirits, what 
center is to bodies. And, a mind that from the 
view of the glorious God in his works, is carried 
into acknowledgments of a God infinitely worthy 
to be loved and praifed and ſerved and relied upon; 
becomes a temple filled with the glory of the Lord. 
Viſit for this purpoſe the feveral claſſes of the 
creatures: walk through the world; (and be ſo 
far a Peripatetic!) and in this generous exerciſe, 
fear God and give glory unto him. 


: | SEG 1 | 


TRE ANGELS PREPARING 


128 


„ c . 


Of the MATHEMATICS. 
"HE mathematics will be, next unto philo 


ſophy, a noble ſtudy for you; the moſt 
eſſential parts whereof, you have in the Curſus 


Mathematicus of an Ozanam, fo delivered unto 


you, that indeed you will hardly need any more. 


Though you are ſhaping for a divine, yet I ſhould 


not be ſorry to ſee you as exquiſite a mathema- 
tician. as the excellent Pitiſcus, who, though he 
were a divine, yet without a tutor became ſuch an 


high attainer in this real learning, that Melchior 


Adam cries out, Illud mirandum ! upon it: And 
it cauſed the noble Tycho Brahe to ſay, Optaren 
plures ejuſmadi concionatores reperirt : forte plus eſſe 
in iis circumſpecti et ſolidi judicii. I ſhould not be 
ſorry to fee a Wallis, or a Wilkins, or a Barrow, 
revived in you, if your genius lead you to it. 


Beſides the other uſes of arithmetic and geome- 
try, [wherein an Hill and an Euchid, or, the 
Young Mathematician's Guide of a Ward, in- 
ſtead of both, may ſingularly be commended for 
you] you will find this benefit by the ſtudy of 
them; they will neceſſitate and habituate your 

mind 
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mind unto that ſtrong attention, which will mar- 


vellouſly qualify you for more important ſervices, 


and make a ſtrong reaſoner of you, and a very 


regular and coherent ſpeaker. They were diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the name of matheſis, and made the 
firſt learning in ſome ancient ſchools, for this very 


reaſon. And you may be ſure, I ſhould reckon 


it a further encouragement unto the ſtudy, if the 
general rule might hold without any .exception, 


that great mathematicians. uſe to be men of good 
morals; it . ſeems. that their intenſe applications 


and ſpeculations are inconſiſtent with debaucheries. 
While you are thus employed, methinks, it might 


be a pretty diverſion to go through ſome of Lys 


bourn's Mathematical Recreations. 


But you muſt alſo foar upwards, to the attain» 
ments of aſtronomy. © For though of later ages, 
the voluminous Toſtatus, whom they complimented 


as having. all the learning in the world, were ne 
better an aſtronomer than Juſtin Martyr, and Am- 


broſe, and Theodoret, and Chryſoſtom, and Auſtin 


himſelf, who in the more early ages declaimed 
violently againſt the ſpherical figure of the hea- 
vens ; I ſhould be loth you ſhould, through igno- 


_ rance in aſtronomy, ever fall into what even a 


Jerom would call StultiÞquium in eccieſia. Where- 
fore, I cannot but adviſe you to be well inſtructed 
| in 
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in the aſtronomical lectures, as of an accurate 
" Keill, ſo of the acute Whiſton; while we are 
mourning, that he who ſo excellently ſerves us in 
aſtronomy, ſhould ſo unhappily hurt us in divinity, 
and call into queſtion, (as a dubious problem) the 
infinite and eternal Godhead of him for whom, as 


well as by whom the ſun and ſtars were created. 


At the ſame time, I hope, there is no need of 


my ſaying any thing to diſſuade you from the ſtudy 
of judicial aſtrology : the moſt injudicious thing 
in the world: all futility ; all impiety ; all of a 


piece with the ridiculous whim of a Gaffarel, who 
maintains that the ſtars in the heavens do ſtand 
ranged in the form of Hebrew letters, and that it 
is poſlible to read there whatever is to happen of 


iniportance throughout the univerſe. And yet 
perhaps, there may be ſome need for me ts caution 


you againſt being diſmayed at the ſigns of the hea- 
vens, or having any ſuperſtitious fancies upon 


eclipſes and the like occurrences, or thinking that 


if there were a conjunction of all the planets in 


Piſces, it would portend that the world ſhould be 


» drowned. Yea, I am willing that the cometo- 
mancy, which has hitherto ſo much reigned, even 


in the moſt honeſt minds, be laid aſide with you; | 


and that you be apprehenſive of nothing portentous 
in blazing ſtars, except it ſhould be apprehended, 
| 5 that 
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that in their elliptic motions they may make ſo 
near an appulſe unto this globe as to bring ſome 
confuſion upon it, For my part, I know not 
whether all our worlds, and even the ſun itſelf, 
may not fare the better for them : ſome, that know. 


more than I, do think ſo. Indeed, if you per- 


ſuade a world, here lying in wickedneſs, there to 
ſee a preſage, and to take warning, from the tre- 
mendous view of a world in a ſtate of puniſhment, 
I will ſay, go on and proſper. 


But I will now ſo far fetch you down from the 
ſtars, and ſet you down on your native ſoil, as to 
tell you, that there is nothing mathematical to 
which I more adviſe you, than the eaſy ſtudy of 


geography. Perhaps the ſituation of Paradiſe and 
Paleitine, and of the places mentioned in the ſacred 


Scriptures, may be what you would be willing to 
be the firſt of all acquainted with. And for this, 
let the admirable Bochart be your principal in- 
ſtructor. What has been chiefly taken from him, 
and from two or three more, in three or four oc- 
tavos under the title of Sacred Geography, | by one 
Wells] may herein alſo be of ſome uſe to you. 
The Piſgah Sight of a Fuller, will be read with 
pleaſure equal to the profit; and the Paleſtine Il- 
luſtrata of a Reland, perhaps with a profit greater 
than the pleaſure. But ycu will not give over, 
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till more of the world has come into your know. 
ledge, than the decree of an Auguſtus could reach 
unto, Wherefore, after a Morden or a Gordon, 
[together with a Varenius, | has given you a more 
compendious view of the world, I ſay nothing of 
a work intitled Geography Rectified, becauſe it is 
not eaſy to find a work that wants more to be rec- 
tified; but what I fay next is, that the Atlas Geo- 
graphus will be a yet more inſtructive guide for 
you, in your taking the tour of the ſeveral regions 
in it. You may then, as your inclinations may 
carry you, with delight and ſafety make your viſits 
to particular countries and cities, in the deſcrip. 

tions given of them. And here, while I ſuppoſe, 
that what a Camden has given you in his Britannia, 
will be no unacceptable entertairiment for you, [ 
cannot but notify unto you, that the Engliſh em. 
pire in America, defcribed by one Oldmixon, is 
the moſt fooliſh and faithlefs performance in this 
kind, that ever mankind was abuſed withal. ] 
am deſirous that you proceed and peruſe many of 
the travels that have been publithed ; and (if you 
dare not venture upon a Purchas) by converſing 
with many more than what are exhibited in that 
rich collection which goes under the name of, Ii 
werantium atque naviguntium bibliztheca, you may 
with little expence or hazard becotne a notable 


traveller. In your thus riding a circuit, you will 
5 —_— 
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eſpecially l. drm yourſelf about the tate of reli- 
gion in the world: (and methinks, Paget's Chriſ- 
lianography, and Brierwood's Enquiries, may 
particularly deſerve a reading with you:) and you 


| will have your heart thereupon raiſed in ſentiments 


of gratitude unto a ſovereign God, who has caſt 
your lot: among a people whom he has known 
above-molt of the families upon the earth : Even 


ſo Righteous Father, for ſo it pleaſes thee and 


compaſſion for a world, over ſo much of which the 
powers of darkneſs continue to tyrannize: diſ- 
poſed like an owner of Seller's New Syſtem of 
Geography, whom I found inſerting with his pen 
this note at the end of it; Peccantis et perditi tam 
vaſti mundi, miſerere Deus] Yea, in fine, let me 
tell you, this eaſy ſtudy will not only furniſh you 


to maintain a profitable converſation, and a com- 


munication that may. miniſter grace, and be ever 
acceptable to the hearers : but if you prove a man 


of concern for the kingdom of God in the world, 


it may bring you to form thoſe projeCtions, by 


which, as little as you are in your own eyes, whole 


nations may anon come to fare the better for you. 


For muſic, I know not what well to ſay. Do 


às you pleaſe. If you fancy it, I do not forbid it. 


Only do not, for the ſake of it, alienate your time 


oo much from thoſe that are more important 
| os matters. 
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matters. It may be ſo, that you may ſerve your 
God the better for the refreſhment of one that can 
play well on an inſtrument. . However, to ac- 
compliſh yourſelf at regular ſinging, is a thing 
that will be of daily uſe to you. For I would not 
Have a day paſs you without ſinging, but ſo as at 


the ſame time to make a melody in your heart 


unto the Lord; beſides the part you may bear, in 
hymnis ſuaviſonantis eccleſie. 


I will conclude this article with a remark made 
by Perault, in his account of illuſtrious men. 
Some reproached Gaſſendus, for not knowing 
enough certain parts of the mathematics. Where- 
upon he ſays; * Whether he was actually igno- 
s rant of what was moſt abſtruſe in theſe ſciences, 


or whether he neglected it, he could not but be 


the more commendable for it. There is ſome- 


thing of little, in tying one's ſelf up too much 


to little things; and even of imprudence too, to 
* conſume therein a time which may be employed 
more uſefully on other knowledge.” 


"FECT. 1 


„ IL: 
Of the Uss of HisTORY. 
FF the emperor Baſil had not, in his inſtructions 


to a ſon, recommended unto him hiſtory as & 
way of travelling without fatigue, yet you may be 


ute, my ſon, I ſhould have recommended to you ; 
an acquaintance with hiſtory, as one of the moſt 


necdful and uſeful accompliſhments for a man that 
would ſerve God as you propoſe to do. The 
praiſes of that method which. they that handle the: 


pen of the writer, have taken to ſtop the flood of 
things, and give a conſiſtency and a duration unto- 
them, that hiſtorians uſually. begin their works. 
withal, and the flouriſhes about, Lux veritatis, 
vita memoriæ, magiſter vitæ, and I know not what, 
are as unneceſſary. on this occaſion as they are on 
that whereon we commonly have them. And 


though perhaps we cannot meet with ſuch hiſto- 


rians as Le Moyne pleaſes to require, but ſuch as 


he ſays, will not appear until the year when the 


philoſopher's ſtone ſhall be diſcovered ; yet I would: 
not have you diſcouraged: from reading the beſt: 


we have, But for this purpoſe, I fhall be far 


from adviſing you to impoſe on yourſelf the te- 
dious taſk of reading over the hundreds of hiſtories 
"WS. which 


TO SOUND THE I RUMPETS. 135 


—— — — 


136. Tur ANGELS PREPARING 


which Degory Whear, or the Frenchman who has 
more lately written L'Hiſtoire des Hiſtoires, may 
obtrude upon you, except you were to have the 
long life of an Antediluvian ; and even then alſo, 
to read them all would be to ſpend much time im- 
pertinently. Perhaps a conciſe body of univerſal 
hiſtory may be very properly laid in the founda. 
tion of your hiſtorical ſtudies. And though Hor. 
nius's Arca Noz be admirable, and Sleidan's little 
| book, De quatuor ſummis Imperiis, be far from 
deſpicable; yet I cannot preſently think of a better 
than Matthias Prideaux, his eaſy and compendious 
introduction for the reading all ſorts of hiſtories. 
Proceed then to ſome volumes of larger dimen- 
ſions; among which I can tell of none that I 
could more heartily commend unto you than How- 
el's Inftitution of General Hiſtory : and upon this 
add Puffendorf's Introduction. But I will here 
betimes lay in for this; in reading of all hiſtory, 
every now and then make a convenient pauſe ; to 
think, What can I ſee of the glorious God in 
theſe occurrences? And always remember, the 
providence of the gloridus God in governing the 
world, is now under my pans ramped 


Doubtleſs you will havs a deſire, if you can find 
a leiſure, to read ſome hillories of particular coun- 
tries. And here, as 1 know none better than 
Mezeraf 
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Mezeray for France; Mariana for Spain; Grotius 
for Holland; Knoles, with Rycaut, for the Otto- 
man Empire; Ludolphus for Abyſſinia; Crull for 
Ruſſia ; (there are ſeveral ſmall ſtory-tellers ſor 
Perſia and Indoſtan,) Martinius, and ſome other 
Jeſuits (but you muſt remember, they are Je- 
ſuites!) for China; Martyr, or Acoſta, or Ogilby,. 
for America; Buchanan for Scotland; and Cox 
for Ireland; ſo, I would prefer Baker for Eng-- 
land; eſpecially, if you would come at an edition: 
that was printed before what they call, The Re- 
ſtauration. The Memorials of Engliſh Affairs, 
from the ſuppoſed expedition of Brute into the 
land, until the coming of King James I. (do not 
ſomething in the title ſound a little oddly ?] written. 
by Whitlock; or the little, Medwlla Hi ori An- 
glicanæ, may alſo be to you a pretty. abſtraQ of o 
Eoglith hiſtory. 


But the mention of _— affairs NR me, 

even with. ſome anticipation,. into the caution: 
which 1 am to give you, about reading all our 
common hiſtories, but. none more than the Engliſh: 
ones; that is, to believe with: diſeretion:. Alas, 
the vanity which attends human affairs! As there: 
are many. men: and: things that are fcarce men-- 
tioned in true hiſtory, which. deſerve a mention: 
more tham fome that are univerſally. celebrated; 
N 3 What 
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' what heroes are buried among thoſe who lived 


before the days of Agamemnon? And Walter 
Plettenberg is leſs known than a Turkiſh pirate. 
What has been ponderous has (as my Lord Bacon 
b expreſſes it) been ſunk to the bottom in the ſtream 


of time, while we have ſtraw and ſtubble ſwim. 
ming a top. So, it is a thing that may be too 


truly, but cannot be too ſadly, complained of; 


that the inſtances wherein falſe hiſtory has been 
impoſed upon the world, are what cannot be num- 
bered. Hiſtorians have generally taken after their 
father Herodotus: and even one of themſelves, 
Vopiſcus by name, has expreſsly ſaid of them, 
They are all of them liars: this witneſs is true; 
though they have not all of them always been ſuch 
mercenary villains as Biſhop Jovius, or that ſcan- 


dalous fellow, who more lately ſo hired himſelf | 


out as an hiſtory writer for the higheſt bidder, that 
his countrymen, the Italians, fixed that motto on 
Him, Not according to the hiſtory, but the ſalary ; 
yet one who gently enough criticiſes on them, tao 


juſtly queſtions, whether any, modern, hiſtorian has 
thought of any more than pleaſing the prince or 
party for whom he wrote. The ancient are not 
much better than the modern; whereof we have a 
notorious and amazing example in Joſephus. It 


EY * 


would be too long a digreſſion to relate his vile 
Pe which hare, compelled ys to concur 
a a | unto 
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unto the cenſure paſſed by our Gregory upon him; 
that being ambitious to have his work find ac- 


ceptance among the heathen, he did ſo compoſe 
| his hiſtory as to propoſe nothing that might appear 
incredible to them, and not have ſome congruity 

with what had been, and was likely again to be 


among them. Indeed all honeit men are ſcanda- 
lized, no leſs than Caſtrius, at the pains he takes 


to make his court unto the Roman princes by his 
Heathen Judaiſm ; wherein, as one ſays, he was 
more impious than the ene * placed: the 


ark * Dagon. 


What a fine ſtory we are like to have of as in- 


famous a reign as ever was in the world, and a 
tyraany all made up of treacheries, and robberies, 
and cruelties that cannot be parallelled ; when it 
comes from three poets, each of them with a pen- 


ſion of twelve thouſand livres a year, to give us a 


panegyric inſtead of an hiſtory, and out- do a Pa- 


terculus blanching his Tiberius! How little many 
repreſentations of matters in hiſtories are to be 


relied upon; methinks, it may be a little illuſ- 


trated from the two chief commanders in a me- 
morable battle of Belgrade, both of which wrote 


the hiſtory of the battle without the leaſt mention 


made by the one of the, other, each aſſuming to 


himſelf the entire honaur of the day. You will 


certainly 


\ 
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certainly ſay, Who can underſtand his errors 
When the admirable Eraſmus himſelf miſtakes 
one man for two, in writing of what was a great 
while ago; and three profeſſed and eminent hiſto- 
rians give us a very wrong account of the gentle. 
man who, a much leſs while ago, founded the 
-Charter-Houſe ; and though no writer of hiſtory 
ever was more tneritorious than the incomparable 
Thuanus, yet learned men have faid of his pet- 
formance, that it contained melta falfiſſima et 
indigna. Yea, there are hiſtorians of whom one 
can ſcarce tell which to admire moſt, the nature 
of their lies, or their manner of telling them: I 
mean, the impudence with which they tell them. 
For inſtance, it is pretty well that Hozier, the 
French king's genealogiſt, has diſcovered no leſs 
than four thouſand wrong things in Varillas, the 
ſame king's hiſtorian.; and another obſerves, every 
ſingle page in him has almoſt as many errors as a 
printer's ordinary table of errata. But then, what 
an impudent fellow was Philanax Anglieus, when 
he accuſed Calvin of delicacy and epicureaniſm in 
his way of living; and quotes Florimond de Re- 
mond for a witneſs of it; who, he ſays, has left 
us a lively image of him. Whereas,. if you con- 
folt this Florimond de Remond, the lively image 


| which he gives of Calvin is, That from his youth 


Rs couldi 
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could be found a man that equalled him for his 
laboriouſneſs. Be ſure, the late hiſtorians, that 
pretended unto an hiſtory of England for us, write 
with ſuch flagrant partialities, and are ſuch evident 
 leaing-makers, and palm upon you ſo very wrong 
and baſe exhibitions, eſpecially of late occurrences, | 
that one may as well believe the true hiſtory of a 
Lucian, as yield any credit unto them. If you 
muſt read them, yet as to things that paſled in the 
former century, I would hardly ſo much as look 
upon many of them. And among theſe, though 
ſeveral are bad enough, yet there is none that has 
done ſo ill as an Eachard, (I mean in his Engliſh, 
and not in his Roman Hiſtory,) who ſhould not 
be admitted into the library of a gentleman that 
has any concern for truth; except he will aſſign 
him a place on the ſame ſhelf with the Grand 
Cyrus, or Cleopatra. A late Critical Hiſtory of 
England has done ſome juſtice upon him. Indeed 
the hiſtorians never keep cloſer to the way of lying, 
than in the relation they give of thoſe twenty years 


which paſſed after the beginning of our civil wars, - 


and afforded a very ample and fertile field for their 
faculty to work upon. Among theſe, the romance 
that goes under the title of the Hiſtory of the 
Grand Rebellion, and is fathered on the earl of 
Clarendon, I would have you more particularly 
treat with the diſregard that is proper for it. H 

Ju 


I42 TE ANGELS PREPARING. 


you would come at all near to the truth of what | 


concerns thoſe times, - you muſt look for it in 
Whitlock, his Memorials of Engliſh Affairs, from 
the Beginning of King Charles I. to the Reſtoring 
of King Charles II. and Ruſhworth's Collec. 


tions. And yet even there, ſome of the greateſt | 


perſons and actions have not always full juſtice 
cone them. I do particularly advertiſe you, that 
the mighty man, whom not only our king Wil- 
liam (as Fleming reports) had a very high eſteem 
for, but alſo his moſt bigotted and bittereſt ene- 
mies confeſs to have been a matchleſs hero, and (as 
even Sir Roger Manly himſelf, as well as many 
more of his bran, acknowledges,) not unworthy 


of the ſupreme heighth of empire which he at» 


tained to, has never yet had his hiſtory fairly and 
fully given; and when you read it given (as they 
are now approaching towards it) with the greatel 
impartiality wherein you have hitherto ſcen it, 
you may bear this in your mind, that the prineipa 
ſtroke in his character, and the principal ſpring d 
his conduct, is for ever defeQively related. 


As for ſuch abominable pens as what the Athene 
| Owonienſes of a Wood have been excretions from, 
you cannot ſufficientlydeſpiſe them and abhor them, 
And, I will further tell you, that if in any hiſtory 

you happen to find any Wen or favourable 


paſſages 
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paſſages of old Archbiſhop Laud, let theſe be Shib- 
boleth enough with you to do the office which the 
rattle does for the ſerpent, which our country is 
no ſtranger to. Yea, and when you read even 
ſuch confcientious hiſtorians as a Baxter and a 
Burnet, you muſt make allowances for ſome hear- 
ſays, which led them into miſtakes ; and for cer- 
tain prejudices, the tincture whereof a little i in- 


fluenced their views of what they were diſaf- 
| feced to. 


Having thus armed you for a walk among the 
woods of civil hiſtory, I muſt now propoſe church- 
hiſtory, with a yet more earneſt wiſh to have you 
well acquainted with it: for, although Grotius 
obſerves, Qui legit hiftoriam eccleſiaſticam, quid legit, 
niſi epiſcoporum vitia? And others have been ſo 
fatyrical as to ſay, eccleſiaſtical hiſtory is nothing 
dut many large volumes, containing ſome few of 
the ſquabbles of the biſhops and inferior clergy 
with one another and all the world. Nevertheleſs 
a divine has a blenniſh upon him, almoſt as difqua- 
bfying as any of the hundred and forty which the 
Jews reckon to bring a prieſt of their's under inca- 
| pacities, if church-hiſtory has not inſtructed wn 
tor the buſineſs of the — 


Now for a regular Syſtem of Cnuxcn-Hrs: 
TORY, 


k 
1 
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TORY, 1 know not that 1 can tender you a better 
than Spanheim, his Introductio ad Hiftoriam Anti. 
quitates Sacras; to which, by all means add, Hor. 
nius's A:itoria Eccleſiaſtica, and Uſher's De Chrj. 
tianarum Eccleſiarum Succeſſione et Statu. If jou 
would have what is Englith, and eaſy, it is done 
to your hand by a Scotchman, that is to ſay, Pa- 
trick Sympſon, in his Hiſtory of the Church, 
Somewhat larger than theſe, and never enough to 
be commended, is Hottinger's Hi/toria Ecclefiaftica 
New Teſtamenti. But then I would have you, if 


you do not wholly peruſe, yet by all means poſ- 
ſeſs, and often viſit, the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of 


the Magdeburgenſian Centuriators ; of which noble 


work I will ſay, what Spanheim ſaid before me, 


that it is Bibliotheca totius chriſtianæ antiquitatis; 
incredibili cum Ae, fide optima, methodo utiliſe ma, 
conggſts- 


There have been alſo more particular eſſays of 
church hiſtory, which you may do well to find 
ſome time for converſation with. Such more 
eſpecially are what we have had from Euſebius, 
whom they call the father of church-hiſtory ; to- 
gether with the Tripartite Hiſtory of Socrates, 


and Theodoret, and Sozomen, continued by Eva- 


grius. As a kind of poſtſcript whereunto, you 


can ſcarce read a more profitable thing than Ve- 
delius's 
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gelius's Prudentia Veteris Eccleſic. But you may 
prudently join with it Millar's Hiſtory of the Pro- 
pagation of Chriſtianity. And with how much 
edification run over Illyricus's Cataligus Teſtium 
Veritatis. Coming lower down, 1 am fond of 
your familiarity with a book very little known 
among us, it is Regenvolſcius's Syema Hiftorico- 
Chronologicum Ecclefiarum Sclavonicarum. But you 
will do well alſo to read Sleidan's Commentaries ; 
Moreland's Hiſtory of the Waldenſes ; Calder- 
wood's Church Hiſtory of Scotland ; Fuller's 
Church Hiſtory of England; and Burnet's Hiſtory | 
of the Reformation. Therein make wiſe reflec- 
tions on the providence of him, who has all power 
in heaven and earth, for the upholding of his king- 
dom in this world. Nor ſhould our martyrologies 
be left unconſulted. But in them you will behold 
the cup given to Chriſt myſtical, in the ſufferings 
of his faithful people; and admire the operations 
of the Spirit that ſtrengthened the ſufferers with 
{uch patience and ſuch fortitude ; the grace given 
to the children of men! As for the hiſtories of 
_ councils, if Angelocrator's Brief Epitome Concili- 
vrum do not content you, I cannot wiſh you to go 
beyond Coriolanus. The more Elephantine books 
of them, I will not ſo much as give you the titles; 
but inſtead of them, I pray read Baxter's Church- 
Hiſtory of the Government of Biſhops and their 


O ; Counc ils. 
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Councils. Nevertheleſs, the Hiſtory of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, and the Acta of the Synod of Dort, 
1 could be glad if you could give ſome winter- 
evenings to. And what an illuſtrious perſon has 
offered, as a king, upon the diſcipline of the pri- 


mitive church; and the hiſtory of the creed; muſt 


by no means be forgotten in the viſits of your ; 
{tudies, 


But Cicero is not the only gentleman who has 


been able to ſay, that in hiſtory they have eſpe- 
cially ſtudied the portraiture of wiſe men who 


have been before them, to. imprint on themſelves, 
as far as might be, the reſemblance of them. [I 


hope you will do ſo too; and read the lives, eſpe- 


cially of them who have done worthily in Iſrael 


not only on the intention of rendering praiſes to 
the glorious God, who did ſuch things as you will 
ſce done for and by theſe notable men, but alſo in- 
tending, in as many points as may be, to go and 
do likewiſe. Be ſure, that whatever you ſee great 
and good and bright! in any excellent perſon, whoſe 
life you have in your hands, you look off to the 
glorious Jeſus, as having in him all theſe excel- 
lencies after a tranſcendent manner ; and as being 
the author and giver of them to the diſtinguiſhed | 
gloworm. And when you read of any imitable 
picty in any of them, think with yourſelf, the 

virtues 
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{irtues of this man were firſt in the Jeſus that 
called him into this marvellous light, and from 
him it was derived unto this believer. O my Sa- 
viour, let me alſo feel ſuch influences of thy holy 
Spirit as may change me into the ſame image from 
glory to glory! More particularly, there are two 
little octavos, intitled Biagraphia Hcclęſiaſtica, or, 
The Lives of the moſt emineiit Fathers of the 
Chriſtian Church, which you . muſt needs make 
;ourſelf owner of. And if you go into Cave's 
Lives of the Fathers, you will be well entertained 
| there, The Lives written by Melchior Adam may 
be very edifying for the Latin, as well as the mat- 
ter of them. So ars the Vite Helectoruni aliquet 
Firorum, which one (they ſay a Bates) has bound 
up in a bundle for us. In Witten's Memoriæ Re- 
novalæ, you may every now and then find an ora- 
tion, which an hour will not be unprofitably 
thrown away that ſhall be afforded to. Indeed 
Freherus's Theatrum has in it ſuch an abbreviation 
of lives, that his pictures will give you almoſt as 
much pleaſure, as his accounts of them that have 
been men of renown in the congregation of the 
learned: yet I can tell you of theatres much leſs 
worthy to be gone unto. And though there hardly 
ever was a Höre dull and lifeleſs tranſcriber than 
our S. Clark, yet in the collections of lives that 
go under his name, there are very many highly 


O 2 worth, | 
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worth, not only your conſidering of, but alſo Your 
conforming to them: and you may read his col- 


tections with another fort of reliance, than youcan 


the romances of a Simeon Metaphraſtes ; whom 


even a Baronius himſelf is aſhamed of. Of the 


many lives that have been publiſhed ſince thoſe col. 
lections, there are ſo many, which you will not 
be either weary or the worſe for caſting your eye 


upon, that if I ſhould go to tell you which, ! 


ſhall tire you with too long a catalogue, If! 


of Bellarmine's diſingenuity, for which our Pri- 


deaux well taxes him, who, in his book of Eccle. 


jiaſtical Writers, has not the honeſty to name one 
of our tide; but I would encourage you to read 
the life of a William Burkitt, as well as of a Phi. 


lip Henry; and what you have in Fuller's Wor- 


_ thies of England, and what a Walton has col- 
leted, as well as what you have in the life of a 


Guthry, an Angier, a Flavel, and a Dorney; a 
Dr. More, as well as a Dr. Manton ; a Dr. Hor- 


ſhould enter upon it, I hope I ſhould ſteer clear 


neck, as well as a Dr. Owen. I had left un- 


mentioned the Parentator, which gives the life of 
Dr. Mather, if the odd uſage it has met withal 
had not compelled me to mention it. But now, 
L have reaſon more than ever to ſay, let that hiſtory 


de taken in among thoſe that (particularly for va 


riety) may have ſome conſideration with you. 


In 
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In fine: it is poſſible you may find a church- 
hiſtory, wherein the lives of good men may be the 


ſpent in ſuch harmleſs company. 

the clock of time ſet right with you, by chrono- 
in hiſtory. For the chronology of the Bible, I 
can refer you to none ſo well as to Whiſton, whoſe 


repairing to thoſe who have writ before him. 


you will have little need of repairing to any other 
quarter. An Uther, a Calviſius, a Baily, will en- 


daily recourſe, you can have nothing at hand more 


ol him. 


garine ol hiſtory, to which you may continually. 


moſt ſignificant ingredients of the compoſition. . 
If you do, I wiſh you the ſatisfaction of time well 
1 have nothing to add, but that you muſt have . 


logy, if you would be an underftanding traveller 


deciſive ſearches. do ſuperſede all the trouble of 

And for the chronology of all ages, our Tallents 

has by his tables prepared ſuch a feaſt for you, that 

rich your library; and it may be worth your while 
to have them at hand upon occaſion. But for a 
expeditious, or more comprehenſive, than the 
Theſaurus Chronolagiæ of the gentleman. whoſe 
name was very truly anagramatized into Sedulitas ; 

in which quality I wiſh you may make a pattern 
That your library may be furniſhed with a ma- 
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go for every thing that your mind may lead you 
to, the Theatrum Humane Vitæ of a Zuinger, in 


the laſt and large edition, is one of the beſt that 


I can adviſe you to, For occaſional readings, you 
may do well to divert yourfelf with Camerarius's 
Horæ Subceſeue; with Prideaux's Connection; 
and with ſuch things as Wanly's Hiſtory of Man; 


and Cambden's Remains. I would have added, a 
Montfaucon, his Antiquities explained, if I could 


have told you how to come at ſo coſtly a collection. 
But I may add, Lewis's Hebrew, Kennet's Ro- 


man, and Potter's Greek Antiquities, as worthy 


your having and reading. 


But for a yet more immenſe treaſure of hiſtory, 


and of all that belongs unto it, Hofman has a Lexi- 
(con for you in four ſtately folios, which alone 


may be called a library. The great hiſtorical 
dictionary now appearing in Engliſh, has been 


growing, from Stephens's time, through the hands 


of Lloyd, Moreri and others, till at laſt, an odd 
man by hurting and mangling of it, and making 
ſome additions (whereof many are none of the 
beſt) unto it, has obtained that it muſt go under 


the name of Collier: a fate quite the reverſe of 


what has befallen Calepine. It ſhould, with all 
it's faults, be in your library; but then, the Cri- 
tical Hiſtory of Bayle, if you can be enriched with 

Te, . i, 
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it, will not only correct many of the faults | in that, 
but alſo be for you almoſt another library. It is a 
work to be wondered at! Only guard againſt the 
Manichæan ſophiſtry ſometimes appearing in it. 


And here it may be a proper time for me to ſay 
when you ſee ſuch aſtoniſhing effects of erudition 


and application, produced from the ſons of men, 
as you will find in ſome that have been (and others 
that might be) mentioned, let the ſight ſtill pro- 
duce from you ſome due acknowledgements of the 
glorious God; My God, I adore thy power, thy 


| wiſdom, thy goodneſs, conſpicuous in theſe won- 


derful R 1 


But for the cloſe of all 1 will give you this one 


hint of a more general importance. There are 
books, which for the grateful ſtores of learning 
amaſſed in them, I cannot but with, that you 


would in the parentheſes of your ſtudies, often re- 
pair unto. Thoſe which among theſe I would 


more particularly ſingle out for a recommendation 


to you are, the De Veritate Religionis Chriſtiane, of 
a Grotius : the Demonſtratio Evangelica, of a Hue- 


tius: the Thealagoumena, of an Owen; every thing 


ol an admirable Hoſpinian, or er the 


Apology of an Hakewel ; the Miſcellanca, and Me- 
{teniata, of a Withus; Parker on the Croſs : 
_ Baſnage's 
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Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Jews: adding the On. 
gines Sacre, of a Stillingfleet; the Court of the 
Gentiles, of a Gale; and the Antiguitates Biblice, | 
of a Dietericus. 


KNA len 


Uſeful PROPOSALS 1% STUDENTS. 


| e while you are yet in your early youth, 

| and but in your courſe towards the fair ha- 
vens of theology, at which J am now quickly to 
land you, I would adviſe to two things, whereof 
f you will certainhy find an inexpreſſible and almoſt 
incredible advantage. 


One hide that I adviſe you to is this: Ktep 
your Puotidiana : 1 mean, have your blank books, 
in which note with your pen, for the moſt part 
every day, (let there be nulla dies fine linea!) ſome 
| notable thing, which in reading you have newly 
met withal. By this action you will fix the va- 
luable notion in your mind: and in a few years, 
you will have a treaſure, from whence as a ſcribe 
inſtructed for the kingdom of heaven, you may 
wing out things new and old, and have agreeable 
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grains of ſalt for all your diſcourſes. You will 
not for this, uſe the unequal way of entering 


the riches of your Quotidiana, in pages with the 


titles of a common-place at the taps of them, 
whereof ſome will be ſoon crammed, and others 
remain empty, perhaps all your days: but enter 
the things as they come, with only affixing the 
number to them: and have at the end of the books 
an alphabetical index of the matter, with the 
number at which it is to be met withal. Here 


you will anon have an inexhauſtible magazine; 
and if you live to old age, yau will find that, like 
old Photius, you have prepared an hive then to 


live upon. I will not ſay, you will be quickly 
as rich as Croefus ; for poor Crœſus will have no 


riches comparable to what you will have in your 
collections. 


Another thing that I adviſe you to is this: 
Form a Sodality. What I mean is, prevail with 
a fit number (ſix or ſeven may be a competency, 
or fewer if you cannot find ſo many,) of ſober, 
ingenious, and induſtrious young men, to aſſoeiqę 


with you, and meet one evening in a week, for 


the ſpending of two or three hours in a profitable 
converſation. At this interview, let there be 
always a ſort of director, who ſhall propoſe this 
queſtion, (and ſee, that without ncedleſs digrefſions 
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and excurſions it be kept cloſe unto,) what're. bare 
markable and memorable matter has occurred in | feren 
late ſtudies, that is thought now to be offered? who! 
Let the queſtion be articulated, and more parti- and 
cularly and ſucceſſively turn upon theſe articles. con 
1. What in Philology ? 2, What in Philoſophy? a go 
3. Whatin Geography, and the reſt of the Ma. ſcien 
thematics? 4. What in Hiſtory? 5. What in unde 
Illuſtrations of the Sacred Scriptures ; or, Biblical all o 
Curioſities? Let each perſon, in what order they | for t 

ſhall agree upon, give his report as conciſely az 
may be. But it will . not be expetted that each Þ 
perſon ſhould be prepared, at every time, with beca 
ſomething on every head: it is enough, that he of d 
bring in for that cell which he happens to be belt ſom 
- furniſhed for. All altercations, and all! impertinenees fron 
are to be for ever baniſhed from thefe commun- not 
cations of the Sodality. But how much could] dut 
5 with that you could gain one quarter of an hour the 

in the clofe of all, to relate what rare flight or fine 
ſtroke of the Chriſtian aſcetics has been met a 
withal; and what for the animation of practical 'Þ 
Fifty? Behold a way to clench the nails that have -M 
been ſtruck into your minds; and a compendious l 
and charitable courſe to come at the wealth, which 2 
the diligence of your brethren has made them the | 8 
- owners of; together with the nn pleaſure of & 
Y 


making them the partakers of your's. It will 
| have 
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have a tendency alſo to qualify you for uſeful con- 
| ference in other company; and make you a ſpeaker 
whoſe words may always be as the choiceſt ſilver, 
and as fruits from the tree of life to ſuch as you 
converſe withal. It was a remark tliat Plato made 


underſtand a truth, if we are not in a condition on 
all occaſions to make it known unto ſuch as are 
for the receiving of it. 


Becauſe of it's being ſomewhat akin to this, and 
becauſe we are juſt now entering upon the ſtudy 
| of divinity, I will, though there may ſeem almoſt 


from the paterna of one whom, 1t may be, you are 
not wholly a ſtranger to; and who was himſelf 
but a very young man when he was engaged in 
the projection referred unto. 1 

© I ſingled out a number of ſtudents who had 
paſſed through their curſus, in philoſophical and 


the world. Theſe. young gentlemen met once 
da week at my ſtudy; where we carried on a 
' courſe of diſputation upon the body of divinity. 
In the ſeveral common-place heads of divinity, 
| * Where any notable controverſy had been managed 

in 
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a good while ago, that the true manner of teaching 
ſciences is by converſation. And we never well 


ſome anticipation in 1t, here tranſcribe a paſſage 


' academical ſtudies, and were juſt entering into & 
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1 | : £4 ; | 
in the church of God, we had a ſolemn diſput-. 
c tion on the controverted queſtion. In this dil. 
| | © putation | was always the moderator, and ſtil 
6 concluded with a diſcourfe, which by argument 
© eſtabliſhed the truth, defended by the reſpondent, 
| But becauſe upon every head of divinity there 
« were multitudes of queſtions not ſo worthy of a 
* ſolemn diſputation, theſe I laboriouſly gathered 
© up, and giving them to the ſociety, at ſome of 
's our meetings, we came all prepared, with brief, 
+ but ſtrong and proved anſwers to them; which 
« we accordingly delivered in our order. The 
© benefit of theſe exerciſes we found unſpeakable! 
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8 E C 6 i XIII. 


Sexrinkurs PO a Gosez. Mivisrn. c 


- LL this while 1 have deen propoling to 

bring you on towards the evangelical mi- 
wa and the ſtady of Theology for it and in it, 

after ſuch a manner, as to render you a ſrilful 
artiſt for the work of your God. 


Now Carey i it is not at all congruous to ſtudy di- 
| un Oy other than divine principles: but 
when 
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when you are in the approaches of Theology, more 
particularly fixing your purpoſe to be (if the Lord 
will!) a miniſter of the goſpel, it is neceſſary, that 
ſince you deſire a good work, it may be upon a 
good end that you do it. Let fuch noble confi- 
derations as theſe have their influence upon you. 


The GLortous Work of « PREACHER, 


A work I have now before me, wherein I am 
© to be perpetually rendering acknowledgments 
to the glorious God, in inquiries for, and con- 
feſſions of, the truths of his holy religion; and 
« procuring acknowledgments to him from others; 
by acquainting them with ſuch truths, and per- 
* ſuading them to that piety, which they are there» 
Aby to be led unto, 


© A work, whereof the main and the next in- 
* tention is, to reſtore the throne of God in the 
* ſoul of man, and bring the ſons of death into 
* the life of God, and into thoſe methods of piety, 
* wherein they will glorify God and enjoy him for 


fever. 


A work, whereof the grand aim is to exhidit 
* the glories of a lovely Redeemer, of whom, how 
"out is a goodneſs and the beauty ! and fill up 
* s his 


* 
Lo 
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his myſtical body by bringing in to him thoſe 
whom his Father has given to him; and whoſe 
4 coming under the ſhadow of his wings, was the 
* joy ſet before him, to comfort _ in his tra- 
+ © oY agonies. | 


A work, which is to turn the children of men 
from darkneſs unto light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God; and inſtruct, and aſſiſt, and 
animate the children of God, in chuſing, and in 
doing the things that pleaſe him, and raiſe living 
n for God, and fill them with his glory. 


Thy 1 a work, which if done with all 1 
fidelity, will in a future ſtate be followed with 


aſtoniſhing recompences.— Thy work ſhall be 
rewarded, faith the Lon” 


a © 


- 


- Unto this work, as a work that indeed carries 
it's own wages in it, and a work which on thele 
- illuſtrious accounts no other-calling may be com- 
pared unto, you will now bring yourſelf under a 
- moſt folemn dedication. With an heart marvel: 
louſly ſet upon this work of God, humbly thus 
declare unto him : Glorious God, owning myſeli 
- utterly unworthy of-ſuch a favour, I deſire to de- 
vote myfelf unto the ſervice of my Saviour; and1 
 intreat of thee. graciouſly to accept of me. Senſible 

that 


<A "OM 


Holy Spirit, O my God, and my Saviour, that he 
may poſſeſs me, and furniſh me, and quicken me - 


ſor thy ſervice ; and carry me through all that 1 


may be called unto. And ſince all opportunities 
to ſerve thy kingdom in the world are entirely at 


thy diſpoſal, I rely upon thy providence to find 
out opportunities for my doing of good; reſolving 
with thy help to be ſatisfied with what 1 ſhall ſee . 


the thing appointed for me. 


Being brought under ſuch a conſecration to 
God, now proceed in your preparation for the 


ſervice of the ſanctuary. In which, as you pats. 


along, I cannot but wiſh that the admirable Wit-. 


ſius's oration, De Vero Theologo, might be ſo con- 


liderately read by you as to leave a ep impreſſion 
upon you. 


It is a ſpeech of Jacob Alting, with which I 
am willing your ming ſhould be deeply tinctured; 
Majus eft in eccleſia aliquid dixiſſe, quad ad ejus edi- 
ficationem pertineat, quam ſumma inter hamines glo— 
ria, et poteſtate gauiſum fuiſſe. And I will here- 
upon remind you of it, that one of the greateſt 
perſonages (an archbiſhop and a lord-keeper) in 
the Engliſh nation once uttered this memorable 


ſpeech; „ have palſed through many places of 


P a honour 
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that I can do nothing, I reſign myſelf up unto thy 
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his myſtical body by bringing in to him thoſe | 
whom his Father has given to him; and whoſe 


* coming under the ſhadow of his wings, was the 
joy ſet before him, to comfort — in his tn. 
> . agonies. | 


A work, which is to turn the children of men 
from darkneſs unto light, and from the power of 
© Satan unto God; and inſtruc, and aſſiſt, and 
- © animate the children of God, in chuſing, and in 
doing the things that pleaſe him, and raiſe living 
. © temples for God, and fill them with his glory. 


© In fine, a work, which if done with all good 
fidelity, will in a future ſtate be followed with 


. © aſtoniſhing recompences.— Thy work ſhall be 


« rewarded, faith the Lord!” 


Unto this work, as a work that indeed carries 
it's own wages in it, and a work which on theſe 
| illuſtrious accounts no other-call}ng may be com- 
pared unto, you will now bring yourſelf under a 
- moſt folemn dedication. With an -heart marvel 


louſly ſet upon this work of God, humbly thus 


declare unto him: Glorious God, owning myſel 
- utterly unworthy of-ſuch a favour, I deſire to de- 
vote myfelf unto the ſervice of my Saviour; and! 
intreat of thee graciouſly to accept of me. Senſibic 
| that 


714 
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that I can do nothing. I reſign myſelf up unto thy 
Holy Spirit, O my God, and my Saviour, that he 
may poſſeſs me, and furniſh me, and quicken me - . 
for thy ſervice ; and carry me through all that 1 
may be called unto. And ſince all opportunities 
to ſerve thy Kingdom in the world are entirely at 
thy diſpoſal, I rely upon thy providence to find 
out opportunities for my doing of good; reſolving , 
with thy help to be ſatisfied with what I ſhall ſee | 
the thing appointed for me. 
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Being brought under ſuch a conſecration to 
God, now proceed in your preparation for the 
ſervice of the ſanctuary. In which, as you paſs. 
along, I cannot but wiſh that the admirable Wit-. 
ſius's oration, De Vero Theologo, might be ſo con- 
ſiderately read by you as to leave a deep impreſſion 
upon YOU, 
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It is a ſpeech of Jacob Alting, with which I 
am willing your mind ſhould be deeply tinctured; 
Majus eſt in eccleſia aliguid dixiſſe, quad ad ejus edi- 
ficationem pertineat, quam ſumma inter hamines glo- 
ria, et poteſtate gaviſum fuiſſe. And I will here- 
upon remind you of it, that one of the greateſt 
perſonages (an archbiſhop and a lord-keeper) in 
tne Engliſh nation once uttered this memorable 
ſpeech; © J have paſſed through many places of 
Þ 4 honour 
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honour and truſt both in church and ſtate, more 
than any of my order in England, for ſeventy years 
before. But were I aſſured that by my preaching 
J had converted but one foul unto God, I thould 
herein take more comfort than in all the honours 


and offices that have ever been beſtowed upon me.” 


You are entering upon a work that will keep you 
continually in the way of this incomparable fatis- 
faction; and I hope that you will rejoice in the 
way of bearing teſtimonies for God more than in 
all riches; and that the ſaving, or enlightening 
and edifying of one ſoul at any time, will be a 
matter of more joy unto you, than if all the wealth 
of Ophir ſhould flow in upon you. If ſuch men 


of quality as George Prince of Anhalt, and the 


Lord of Chandieu, who goes under the Hebrew 


name of Sadeel, and the noble John Alaſco, (to 


ſay nothing of Titus, to whom they aſſign a noble 


extraction among the Cretians) counted themſelves 


gloriouſly enriched in opportunities to preach the 

unſearchable riches of Chriſt ; yea, or if the molt 
opulent monarch that ever Iſrael had, even Solo- 
mon 1n all his glory, has aſſumed the title of the 
preacher ; it was no diminution unto their quality, 
to be employed in a work of this importance. | 
will not ſay, you are taken in among the great 
men of Achaia, but more than ſo, God raiſes the 
poor out of the duſt, and ſets you with the princes 


af - 
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of his people when he thus employs you. It 
pleaſes me, when I read ſuch a paſſage as this 
drop from the pen of a perſon of quality, in his 
view of the ſoul. * It is certainly the higheſt 
' dignity, if not the greateſt happineſs, that human 
nature is capable of, here in this vale below, to 
have the ſoul ſo far enlightened as to become the 
* mirror, Or conduit, or conveyer of God's truth 
to others.” 


But then, be armed] be armed, as a good older 
of Jeſus Chriſt, for an employment, wherein griev— 
ous diſcouragements, heavy difficulties, more than 
can be numbered, are to be looked for; and things 

to be endured, whereof it is well for you that you 
may ſay, I know not the args that ſhall befall 


— 


me! | 


Be armed for x warfare wherein you will have 
wonderful temptations aſſaulting of you, repeated: 
on you. I need not quote an Eccleſiaſticus to tell 
you to. What low, and mean, and ſtreight cir- 
cumſtances for this world, muſt you probably be 
confined unto? What miſchiefs from the ungodly 
and unrighteous men that fill this world, wilt 
your appearances. for the cauſe of God probably. 
bring upon you? In ſhort, you will find yourſelf 
eutered into a wine-preſs; and I muſt give you 


* ; Auſtin's 


| 
| 
| 


162 TRE AxcELSs PREPARING 


Auſtin's advice, Prepara te ad preſſuras: but let 
every one of your preſſures fetch good liquor from 
you. Yea, I will fore- warn you of it, that if you . 
move at all out of the common road with ſingular 
activities, I believe you will hardly ever be en- 
gaged in any ſpecial ſervice for the kingdom of 
God, but you ſhall either juſt before it, or after it, 
meet with ſome ſpecial trouble; either in ſome 
ſhock upon your health, or in ſome ſtorm of 
groundleſs and ſenſeleſs obloquies among the peo- 


ple; or (which is often the worſt of all) ſome 


horrid colaphiſations from the wicked ſpirits on 


your mind, ſtrangely filling you with conſterna- 


tions and confuſions, which be they ever ſo un- 
reaſonable, yet will be intolerable. There may 
be ſome ſpecial revenge of Satan in theſe moleſta- 
tions upon you, for the ſpecial ſervice to Chriſt, 
at which he is enraged ; but there is the wiſdom 


of our faithful Redeemer for holy ends permitting 


and ordering of them; eſpecially to keep you in 
the duſt, and in the midſt of continual annihila- 
tions, that the ſtrength of your glorious Lord may 
be conſpicuous in the weakneſs which you find 
yourſelf reduced unto. But now, in the foreſight 


of all this, can you bravely reſolve 3 O my Saviour, 


though [I foreſee that I ſhall be expoſed unto many 
things as uneaſy as many deaths, if I go on to lay 
myſelf out for the ſervice of thy kingdom, yet 

| with 
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with thy help, I will go on; I will do it unto 
the uttermoſt. And 1 will chearfully rely upon 
thee to make me a conqueror, and more than a 
conqueror, over all, I believe, and I am ſure, 
Th the iſſue will de Slorious 4 | 


My ſon, the ſpirit of martyrdom is upon thee: 
thou ſhalt be crowned n the martyrs of the 
Lord, 


eee 
. 
Of ReavinG the SCRIPTURES. 


AN a man be a thorough divine without: 
reading the ſacred ſcriptures ? No, verily; 


child; I fay, read them, with an uncommon aſſi- 
J will not ſay, Bonus textuarius, but until you are 
an eloquent man, and mighty in the ſcriptures. 


To this purpoſe my advice to you is, that it be 
your practice to read the ſacred {criptures in the 


educe 


not ſo much as a common Chriſtian. Read them, 


duity. To dig in thefe rich mines, make it your 
daily exerciſe, Hold on doing ſo until you are, 


poriſmatic way; or with a labour to obſerve and 
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educe the doctrines of godlineſs, which this inex. 
hauſtible ſtore-houſe of truth will yield unto them 
that are ſeeking after it. Make a pauſe upon every 
verſe, and ſee what leſſons of piety are to be learnt 


from every clauſe. Turn the leſſons into prayers, 


and ſend up the prayers unto the God who is now 
teaching of you: as arrows from the hand of a 
mighty man, ſend them up with lively ejacula- 
tions unto the heavens. What exerciſe can be 
more enlightening, more ſanctifying, more com- 
fortable, than ſuch an intercourſe, of God uttering 
his voice, and lo, a mighty voice !——unto you, 


and your holy returning of it, unto him, in ſuch 


_ echoes of devotion! I will ſay this for your en- 
couragement. In your ſearching of the ſcriptures, 
you will for ever have ſomething that is new to 
entertain you. They are a- treaſury which (be- 
yond that at Venice) you cannot reach to the bot- 


tom of. Auſtin in his epiſtle to Voluſious, has 


not ſaid a thouſandth part of what may be ſaid, 
about fetching ſtill every day freſh entertaiments 
and advantages from them, after one has already 
ſpent an age in. the ſtudy of them. The Jews 
reaſon on their ſide, when they ſay of the ſcrip- 
ture, Verſa eam, et uerſa eam, nam omnia ſunt in ta. 


L will refine yet a little further upon this pro- 


poſal; and I will ſhew you an excellent way, 
| oe fo: Eo 


0 


ration made ſuitable impreſſions on the affections 
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how in reading of the facred ſcriptures, you may 
make an admirable and effectual application of 
the leaves which are for the healing of the na- 
tions; and have the ineſtimable bleſſings of an 
healed ſoul conveyed unto you. What I intend 
is my Spener's direction: Premiſes pris precibus, 
- effeftum ſcriptorum ſacrorum devata attentione obſer- 
vent, eumque alfectum aſſumere fludeant. The holy 
men of God who wrote this aſtoniſhing book, 

were moved by his holy Spirit in it, and for 15 
and the Spirit of holineſs at the time of the inſpi- 


of his faithful ſervants. When the holy Spirit 
with his afflations diſpoſed them to write what we 
have in our hands, he doubtleſs produced in their 
hearts thoſe motions of piety which were agree- 
able and anſwerable to the matter then flowing 
from their pens : they are very legible, and an or- 
dinary capacity may diſcover them. Theſe mo- 
tions of piety in the ſoul ; by theſe things men 
live, and in all theſe things is the life of ygur ſpi- 
rit, Now, do you lay one ſentence, and then an- 
other, and fo a third, of your Bible before you. 
Find out which of theſe affections is obvious and 
evident, in the ſentence under conſideration. Try, 
ſtrive, do your belt, that the ſame affections may 
ſtir, yea, flame in your ſoul. Be reſtleſs till you 
find your ſoul harmonizing and ſymphonizing, 
with 


166 Tus ANGELS PREPARING . 


with what the holy Spirit of God raiſed in his. 


amanuenſis at the time of his writing. Be not at 


reſt, until you find your heart- ſtrings quaver at the 
touch upon the heart of the writer, as being 
brought into an uniſon with it, and the two ſouls 


go up in a flame together. Conſider what affec- 


tions of piety are plainly. diſcernible in the word 
that is before you ; and then. with a foul turning, 
unto the Lord, eſſay to utter, the language of the 
like affections. Ere you are aware, you will be 
caught up to Paradiſe; you will mount up as with 


wings of eagles! I have had opportunity elſe. 


where to ſay, < If I conſtantly affirm this, that 
© all the commentators in the world are poor 


* things to interpret the Bible, in compariſon of 
an illiterate Chriſtian, thus coming with a ſanc- 
tified foul to make his practical commentary; I 
© could quote a very great perſon who will not 
leave me alone, but will affirm, Commentarius 
« fine hoc adminiculo (pio ſacrorum motuum ſerutinio 
« conſcriptus, eſt vere commentarius, et nomine, ei 


o 
- 


* omine talis, id eft, commentis cerebri refertus. Among 


all the Hermeneutic inſtruments for the opening 
© of the ſcriptures, we may ſay of this ; there 1s 
© none like it. 


The commentaries of our HENRY on the Bible, 
ove out-done moſt that we have yet had in this 
regard: 


i 
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regard: the Spirit which dictated the ſacred ſerip- 

tures, operating on the mind of the commentator, 

in the diſpoſitions and obſervations of experimental 

piety. The erudition alſo appearing, without af- 

feation of appearance, in them is far from con- 

temptible. I wiſh you furniſhed with them. 
What is done by Pool and his continuators is 

highly valuable ; and may be of uſe, not only for 

occaſional inſpection, but alſo for diurnal medita- 
tion. How happy ſhould we have been if an 

Hutcheſon, who has done ſo well on Job, and on 

the ſmaller prophets, and on John, had left us the 

like operations on the reſt of the Bible? or, if a 

Caryl on Job, a Greenhill on Ezekiel, a Bur- 
roughs on Hoſea, an Owen on the Hebrews, a 
Manton on James, and a Jenkins on Jude, were 

accompanied with others like them on the reſt of 

the ſacred pandects. 


Being upon your daily exerciſe, I will add no 
more; but this I would adviſe you, wherever you 
in any reading meet with a curious illuſtration of a 
text, prize it, ſerze 1 it, enter it in papers where you 110 
may deſign a lodging of ſuch ineſtimable jewels. 14 
Like Hezekiah, have your treaſures for preciaus 11 
tones: and let theſe be ſuch unto you. Get ſuch | j 
an amaſſment of them, that among them you may | {i 


de like the king of Tyrus; and walk up and down | 
- in 14 
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in the midſt of the ſtones of fire, when you are 


upon the holy mountain of God. One of theſe 
may be worth an ingot of gold, and a whole di. 
courſe may be rendered acceptable, by having ſuch 
a jewel ſtudded in it. 


eee 
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Sropr of Divixrrv. 


ET the men who corruji the earth; and 1 


nothing but their caſſocks to claim the name 
of divines for them, fit in the feat of the ſcorner, 
and laugh, and ſcoff, at all ſyſtematical divines as 
long as they pleaſe; there are fyſtems of divinity, 


which I moſt ſeriouſly adviſe you to be moſt inti- 


mately acquainted with. 


And here, either a Wollebius's Manuductis ad 
 Theologiam, or an Ameſius's Medulla T heologin, 
or a Markius's Compendium Theoleogia ; I would 
have you get ſo into your head and heart J as to 
de a . maſter of the ſyſtem. 


nope Purioris Ebealggis of the Leyden divines 


Viher's 


Go on * to . with a Wong attention, the 


— 


9 . 


ers 
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Ulmer s Body of Divinity is orthodox and excel. 


lent ; and is accommodated with the moſt agree- 
able texts of ſacred ſcripture upon every article. 
For this, and all good theological purpoſes, get as 
much of, and be as much with H. Alting, as ever 
you can. He has been called Thezlogus Seriptua- 
rius, and every thing of his is valuable: all that 


is done by that hand, has much of heaven in it. 


Tuckney's Prælectiones are an ineſtimable treaſure. 
So are thoſe of Prideaux. The works of an He- 
mingius deſerve a greater title than that of Opuſcula. 
The Loci Communes of Aretius have uncommon 
riches in them. Edwards's Theologia Reformata 
alſo will be no contemptible treaſure for you, on 


all occaſions. You might wonder at me if I 


ſhould forget Calvin's Inſtitutions, to which the 


concurrent opinion of them that wiſhed well to 
the reformed religion aſſigned a preference before 
all the writings that the church of God has en- 


joyed ſince the apoſtolical ; as the well known diſ- 
tich has informed you. Some that have written 
on the creed, are highly worthy of being your in- 
ſtructors. Particularly a Pearſon, and a Witſius. 
Put after all, there is nothing that I can with ſo 
much plerophorie recommend unto you as a Maſ- 


wicht's Theologia Theoretico- Praftica, That a mi- 
wter of the goſpel may be thoroughly ſurniſhed 
unto ey cry good work, and in one or two quarto 


2 volumes 
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volumes enjoy à well furniſhed library, I know + 


not that the ſun has ever ſhone upon an human 
compolure that is equal to it: and I can heartily 
ſubſcribe unto the commendation which Pontanus, 
in his Laudatio Funebris upon the author, has given 
of it. De hic opere confidenter affirms, quod ea ordine 


- it digeftum, tanto rerum pondere prægnans et tumi. 


dum, lanla et tam varia eruditione refertum, ut neſciq 


an in ill genere uſquam gentium erſtet aliguid magis | 


accuratum e& elabsratum. J hope you will, next 
unto the ſacred ſcripture, make a Maſtricht the 
ſtore-houſe to which you may reſort continually, 


But above all things remember the dying words of 
this true divine; which he uttered altiſ/ſoma voce, 


(and I with all that ſtudy divinity might hear it!) 


ſe nulla laco et numero habere veritatis defenſumem, 


quam fincera pietas et vite fanttitas, individu nexu 
mon eamtetur. 


But if you are laying in for a library, there are 


two or three divines, whoſe works alone will af 


ford you a copious library, and you may on almoſt 


every ſubject repair unto them, and ſee what almoſt 


every writer has offered upon it. Such more par- 

ticularly are Gerhard's Loc! Communes ; and Voe- 
tius's Selectæ e et Politia LE 

That you may have a general inſight into mh 


divinity, 
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divinity, and at once make a ſhort viſit with ſafety - 
to the camp in the valley of Elah, and ſce the men 
of Iſrael fighting with the Philiſtines, you have. 
much done for you in Prideaux's Faſciculus :; but 
there are two little duodecimos, which for this. 
purpoſe are worth more than twelve times their 
weight in gold; theſe are, the Tuzris David, and 
the Turris Babel, of the wondrous Alſted. There 
is alſo a little book in the Engliſh Tongue, Sin- 
Claire's Truth's Victory over Error, which is wor- 
thy to be called Enchiridion Militis Chri ftiam., I 
will ſay nothing of a little book publiſhed among. 
ourſelves under the title of, Supplies from the 
Tower of David. 


As for more particular controverſi es in elite, 
J will not perplex you with a tedious catalogue of 
what has been beſt written on the ſeveral contro- 
verted points. You will not much trouble your- 
ſelf with them, till the providence of God call you 
to the wars, and bring the occaſions for it. 


However, that J may leave nothing untouched 
that you may look for, I will juſt ſay thus much. 
To encounter the Romaniſts, you will be admi- 
rably furniſhed in the Panftratia of a Chamier, 
or the Hynaſfſis Papiſmi of a Willet, or the very 
learned works of a Jackſon. To confute the 

22 Arians,. 
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Ariaus, I commend unto you a Waterland, and a 


Guiſe, and a Pike. To confute the Socinians, ] 


commend an Owen, an Abbady, and a Cloppen- 


burg, and a Stillingfleet, and a Biſterfield. Upon 


the Quinquarticular controverſies, you will ſee who 


is to Friend, in Peryn's Antiarminianiſm. To 


which, I would have you add the Veritas Redux, of 
an Edwards. The Anti-pedobaptiſts have been 


confuted by ſuch an army of writers, that except! 


ſhould ſingle out a Baxter, I can ſcarce tell whom 


to pitch upon for your aſſiſtance. A little Confer- 


ence intitled Baptiſtes, reprinted among us, will 
give you the ſum of the matter. Faldo has done 
enough againſt the Quakers. For the Theeligia 


Gubernetica, as it is called, I will only mention to 


you the Politia Eccleſtaſtica of a Parker ; the Altare 
Damaſcenum of a Dideclavius; the Freſh Suit of 
a Gilleſpy ; a Baxter of Epiſcopacy ; and a Pierce's 


' Vindication of the Diſſenters ; and an Owen of the 
An of the Goſpel Church. 


Dae .be iS 1 as laſt importance, that you be a 
good Caſuiſt: and an Ames, in his Caſus Conſci- 


enliæ; an Alſted in his Theologia Goſuum a Baxter 


in his Directory, and a Baldwin in his hook De 


d C. ſibus Conſcientiæ, have done what will abun- 


dantly qualify you to paſs a judgment upon the 


caſes that may lie before you, and well diſtioguiſh 
the 
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| F 


the clean from the unclean; i in "TOO diſcharge of of 


your miniſtry.” 


| Abundance has been written to recominend the 


ſtudy of the Fathers: and it has been recom- 


mended by none more than fome Neoterics and 
Innovators, who have had very indirect intentions: 
in it, and hoped that the fathers might help them 


with ſome traditions; where: the ſcriptures failed 


them. What attempts have there been- therefore 


to ſet the epiſtles of Ignatius, almoſt on a JeveP 


with the epiſtles of our inſpired. apoſtles; while 
after all the learned impertinences Where with ſome 
would maintain the larger, and ſome the leſſer 
copies of thoſe epiſtles, and painful diſputations, 


on the problem how many of them are genuine; 
they are all of them impoſtors, and not worthy of 
any notice with you. What ado has there been. 


to ſet up the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions as the moſt 
valuable part of the New Teſtament ; when they 
are evidently deſpicable and deteftable- forgeries; 
and the collections of ſome ignorant Arian in the 
fifth century. Von may be ſure, that in the ſtudy 


of the fathers, I ſhall at leaſt adviſe you to ſo 


much knowledge of them, as Daille in his excel- 
lent book of The Uſe of the: Fathers, will inſtruct 
you in. But though the fathers had ſuch errors, 
that we may moſt ſenſibly bleſs God for his grant= 


Q3 ing 


. omprapmne=—n — — 
. 1 ˙—˙1- ——_ _ 


| 
| 
| 


16 

1: ; 

1 

Jt 

} ” 

+ 

1 

ii 

10 7 Bt 

of I! 

' a 

i! 

7 N 

1 1. 

| hk 

| it 

; 1 

ee 
11 

qi 

i ih 

"6 {1 

it 

! } 

* | 4 


——— — —̃ — - — _ 


2 
— — — — — 
4 
£ = g 
o 2 — . 
— — | — — * . - 
* * * 2 - — LA 4 
— 3 
- WV : - — — 


— 


| 174 Tur Axctts PREPARING - 


| 
| 1 ing us the ſcriptures; te be on all accounts better 
| and ſafer guides unto us, and the fathers themſelves 
do times without number urge us to take none 
but the ſeriptures for our guides, and their noto- 
1 _ ious deficiences in ſeveral points of literature, laid 
them under difadvatitages enough to pall and ſpoil, | 
our. adoration of. them !'. nevertheleſs, there are 
| thoſe writings of the fathers which I would have 
you no ſtranger to. If you beſtow a peruſal upon 
| the Epiſtles of Clemens Romanus, and the Apo- 
| logies of Juſtin Martyr, and of Tertullian, and the 
[ book of Origen againſt Celſus, you will do what 
I I would have you to do. And I am willing you 
fhould look upon the Dialogue of Minutius Fælix 
as one of the moſt celebrated monuments of anti- 
quity. But how can J perſuade you to peruſe all 
| the folio volumes- of -both the Greek and. Latin 
| fathers? Indeed, I look: on Theodoret as the beſt 
1 ex poſitor of the Bible among the fathers; and there 
are very notable and refined expoſitions often oc- 
curring in him; yet I ſhail direct you to do little 
more than conſult him upon occaſion. I value 
Chryſoſtom almoſt as much, as they tell you 
Aquinas did: yet I ſhall only wiſh you to attend 
upon him in ſome ſelect Homilies, and conſult 
him upon occaſion. I am not ſo enamouret on 
Auſtin, as (like Janſenius) to read over all his 


works ten times, and his book De Gratia, thirty 
times; 


— — —ũ——ꝓ— — 
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times; I fhall count it enough, if you go througlt 
his Confeſſions, and his Meditations, and his De 
Civitate Dei, and ſome numbers of his Letters, 
n in his Medulla Theebgie Patrum, has given 

u ſuch abſtracts of what has been written by 
many of the ſathers, as your eve to good purpoſe 
may dwell upon. But for a more agrecable and 
profitable! ſtudy of the fathers, I ſhall propoſe, that 
you 80 through Dupin's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory; 
and where you find an account of any ſubject 
handled by any father, which you have a particu- 
lar inclination to fee what they ſay upon; then 
turn to the author, and ſeek for further ſatis- 


faction. . 


eee eee eee 
S E C T. XVI. 


750 Py LPIT and it's ne Wok. 


'FTER all this preparation for the Sanc- 
tuary, you are now coming to feed the 
flocks on the high mountains of Iſrael ; coming 
Into an employment among the people of God, in 


which, I wiſh you may prove like the angel in 


the Revelations, that came down from heaven, and 
the. earth was lighted with his glory, I am na 


_ going 
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going to bring you into the pulpit : which, I hope, 
you will aſcend (as Luther, when he was much 
older than you, ſays, he ſtill always did!) with a 


trembling ſoul ; and remembering that you are to 
ſtand, where, that which the Jewiſh ſenator ſaid 
unto the greateſt perſon amoig them, is what the 


People of God may ſay unto you; Non ſtas coram 
nebis, fed coram eo qui e Fiat, et PRO ft 
MUNGUS : | | 


There is a troop of authors, and even an hoſt of 
God, who have written on the Paſtoral Care, from 
the days of Gregory, do n to the days of Gilbert; 


yea, and fince theſe, every year ſome to this very 


day. I cannot ſet you fo tedious a taſk, as to read 
a tenth part of what has been offered on the art, 
and the gift. and the method of preaching. If you 


read the Pr tor Evangelicus, of a Bowles ; or, the 


Preacher of an Edwards; you will do as much this 
Way, a8 I ſhall at prefent alk you. to do. 


The firſt thing which T have to demand of you 


is, that you entertain the people of God with none 
dut well-idied ſermons; and employ none but 


well- beuten cil, for the lamps of the golden candle- 
ſtick: and be nothing like hi- u, who was among 
the Jews called the Plagiary Prophet, and whoſe 
puniſhment was not an caly one. Heaven forbid 


that 
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that you ſhould be one of thoſe pitiful parſons, to. 


| whom there has been that advice given for the diſ- 
charge of their paſtoral care; that they ſhould uſe 
other men's ſermons, rather than make any of 
their own: but in the choice of theſe uſe. great 
judgment, and not take an author that is too much 
above themſelves ; for by that, compared with their 


ordinary converſation, it will too evidently appear 


that they are not the authors of their ſermons, It 
is true, the compoſers of them that have gone be- 
fore you may be of uſe unto you, to ſupply you 
with uſcful hints for the compoſing of your ſer- 
Mons. And ſome have ingenioufly aſſerted it, 
* That a man of mean abilities may come to fall 


very little ſhort of the ableſt preachers, if he ſo. 
« carefully peruſe their ſermons as entirely to di- 


geſt them, and then, laying them out of his view, 
proceed in his own way, and in his own ſtyle, to 
deliver them.“ Let that be as men pleaſe; this 
J inſiſt upon, that when you are to preach, you 
ſhould go directly from your knees in your ſtudy 
to the pulpit ; and when you are thus on your 
knees in your ſtudy, you ſhould bewait the faulty 
defects in your life, which the ſubject you are to 


treat upon ſhould lead you to a penitent confeſſion 


of; humbly bewailing it alſo, that your ſermon is 


no better fitted for the awful ſervice that is before 
you. Your ſermon muſt alſo be ſuch, that you 


may 
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may hope to have the blood of your Saviour 


ſprinkled on it, and his good Spirit breathing in 


It. A ſermon likewiſe it muſt be, that ſhall diC. 
cover you to be a workman ; and be, like the 
peace-offerings of old, an oblation, which, as the 
people of God have their fhare in it, ſo it is pre- 


ſented unto the glorious God himſelf, the great 


king, whoſe name is venerable. How ſuch things 
as theſe can be compatible to ſtolen fermons, or 
concomitant with them, I cannot imagine! 


I pafs on, to adviſe. you, that when you become 
a ſettled preacher, the ſubje& of your ſermons may 
be ſo well choſen, as to do therein the part of a 


5 prudent and faithful ſteward, who diſpenſes to 


every one their focd in the ſeaſon thereof; and a 


[1 


vigilant watchman, contriving ſuch words in ſea- 


fon, as will be fitly fpoken. You may do well to 


go through the whole body of divinity, in a proper 
method, and thercin declare the whole counſel of 


God. There are alſo ſome rich portions and pa- 
ragraphs of the ſacred ſcriptures, wherein the 


Spirit of God lays together an admirable variety of 


important ſubjects, which you may do well ts 
handle, in the order wherein. he has provided them 
for yu. But ſtill, notwithſtanding the connec- 


tion of your diſcourſes, I would have you leave 
room for occaſional ſubje cs; and have your paren · 
theſes 
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| theſes of ſermons on ſuch things, as you may ap- 
prehend the neceſſities of the people may more 
immediately and importunately call for. So, being 
as a thick cloud that has water bound up in it, you 


ſhall (as the ancients expounded that paſſage in 


Job) diftill it in drops, juxta exigentiam auditce 
rum. That you may be led from time to time 
unto ſuch ſubjects as may bel anſwer the deſigns 
with which your miniſtry is to be carried on, you 
muſt have your eyes ever tcwards the Lord, ard 
with ſolemn ſupplications look up to him who 
miniſtereth ſeed to the ſower. But let me parti- 


cularly commend one piece of diſcretion unto you; 


which is, that you may be ſo laid in aforehand, as 


never to be at a loſs, what ſubject your ſtudies are 


to proceed upon. From the want of this provi- 


fion, how often have I known a preacher ſpend 
almoſt as much time in determining what ſubject _ 


he ſhould preach upon, as there need go for the 
making of a ſermon upon it! But I very much 
object againſt your being too long upon a ſubjett : 
which way of tedious amplification muſt nceds 
leave much of the ſacred field unploughed upon, 
that is too rich to he always neglected; and 
produce many ſermons as little to the text, as I 
ſuſpe&t many of that German divine's were, who 
undertook to go over the whole book of Ifaiab, 


and 
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and was no lefs than twenty years on the firſt * 
ter of i it. 


And here I cannot go any further, until J have 
given you my ſentiments upon ſomething that calls 
for a great conſideration with you. | 


Among all the ſubjects with which you feed the 
people of God, I beſeech you, let not the true 
bread of life be forgotten; but exhibit as much as 
you can of a glorious Chriſt unto them: yea, let 
the motto upon your whole miniſtry be, Chriſt is 
all. It has been among the grievous things which 


J have ſeen in the days of my pilgrimage, that not 


only in ſome of the moſt celebrated ſermons which 
we have feen publiſhed on the moſt illuſtrious and 
memorable occaſions, a Chriſt is (not one tenth 


part ſo often mentioned, as he is only in the ten 


firſt verſes of the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, [ 
ſay) not ſo much as once mentioned; but alſo 
ſome of your great men have it related of them as 
an inſtance of their wiſdom, that they gave it as 


their advice unto miniſters, that they ſhould not 


preach much about the perſon of Chriſt, I hare 
thöught, would a bleſſed Paul have uttered ſuch a 
word! A Paul, who ſaid, I am determined to know 
e among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him 


4 crucified, 
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erucified. It is reported by ſome travellers, that 
in the Mahometan moſques, there are ſometimes 
whole ſermons on the glories of a Jeſus. And 
ſhall they who call themſelves Chriſtians, and 


would be honoured as miniſters of the Chriftian 


religion, preach as if they were aſhamed of making 
the glories of a Jeſus the ſubject of their ſermons ; 
and ſo rarely introduce him, as if it were an in- 
decent ſtoop to ſpeak of him ! God forbid ! I make 
no doubt of it, that the almoſt epidemical extinc- 
tion of true Chriſtianity, or what 18'little ſhort of 
it, in the nations that profeſs it, is very much 


ewing to the inexcuſeable impiety of overlooking 


a glorious Chriſt fo much in the empty harangues, 


which often paſs for ſermons. Alas, that there 


ſhould be ſo many preachers, (I cannot ſay of the 
goſpel!) to whom there might be commended as 


proper for them, the treatiſe intitled Paræneſis ad g 


Fſeudo-Evangelicos noſtri Sœculi, de Chriſto Deo iþfis 


gn! The holy Spirit of God for ever aims at 


nothing more, than what our Saviour has declared 
in that word, he will glorify me: and that holy 
Spirit withdraws from the miniſtry, which has in 


it little concern to glorify him; and it is therefore 
an unſucceſsful miniſtry. Let your performance 


in the pulpit be what it will, J muſt freely tell 
Jou, van ſapit mihi, niſi ſonuerit ibi Feſus, What 


Lin for and urge to, is this, that your know- 
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ledge of the myſtery of Chriſt, may conſpicuouſly 


ſhine in yeur ſermons ; and that it may be eſteemed 


by you as a matchleſs grace given you, if you may 
preach the unſearchable riches of Chriſt unto the 
world. The heavens do praiſe that wonder; the 
angels in the heavens are ſwallowed up in the 
praiſes of that wondrous One! Be, like them, 
never ſo much in your element as when the per- 
ſon, the offices, the benefits, the example, the 
abaſement, and advancement of a glorious Chriſt, 
are the ſubjects of your ſermons ; yea, reckon that 
the truth is not well diſcerned, nor the word of 


truth well divided, until you have the truth as it is 


in Jefus; he is that light of God in which you 
will ſee light, and every truth will be ſet in it's 


true light before you. In every article of the trea- 


tiſes which you bring into the aſſemblies of Zion, 
ponder upon this; what aſpect a glorious Chriſt 


has upon the truth now before you, and let your 


hearers be made ſenſible of it. Yea, whatever 
point you are upon, think, what is there in my 


Saviour, which this point leads me to think upon! 


If you preach on the evil of ſin, and the miſeries 
of man fallen by ſin, ſtill carry your hearers to 


their mighty and only Saviour; when you preach 


on the duties of a godly, and ſober, and righteous 
Efe, ſtill carry your hearers to their Saviour, as not 


only affording a pattern for all thoſe things, but 
0 allo 
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alſo as offering to live, and act, and work in them, 
25 2 principle of life, by which alone they can live 
unto God. Let mei tell you, to take the way of 
Norris and Company, to come at the love of God, 
without a Chriſt by the law of the Spirit of life in 


us, making us free from the law of ſin and of 
death; verily, it will never do! A Mahometan 


Abubeker, in a ſelf-taught philoſopher, has as high 


flizhts of divinity as many of theſe divines. Be a 


{tar to lead men unto their Saviour, and ſtop not 
till you ſee them there. Be aſſured of this, the 
infinite Son of God is ineffably dear to his eternal 
| Father; and our Saviour has given us this aſſur- 


ance, if any man ſerve me, him will my Father 
honour. If you ſet yourſelf above all things, to 


glorify the Chriſt of God, and affect yourſelf and 
ethers with his—how great goodneſs and beauty ! 7 


and uſe all the methods you can deviſe, that he 


may be exalted, and be extolled, and be very high; 


you will be taken in among the favourites of hea- 


ren, and be a man greatly beloved. The angels 
who with a perpetual veneration and aſtoniſhment 
ſtand about his high throne; the miniſters who do- 
his pleaſure, and are never ſo well pleaſed, as 
when they ſee him glorified ; theſe will with de- 
light look upon you as their fellow-ſervant, and 
Will at his orders be on the wing to do maryellous: 
kindnelles for vou. 
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But then, I muſt herewithal adviſe you, that the 
genuine doctrines of grace be all of them always 
with you, as the very falt and ſoul of your ſer— 
mons: they will be putrified things without them! 
Allert always the neceflity of turning, and living 
unto God; and yet ſüch an impotency in the 
wounded and corrupt faculties of man, as renders 
a ſuper natural and regenerating work of ſovereign 


grace, neceſſary for it, Shew people how to plead. 


tie ſacrifice of our Saviour, that they may be for. 
given, and how to lay hold on his righteouſneſs, 
that they may be accepted with God. Shew people 
how to overcome, and mortify, and crucify their 
evil appetites, by repairing to the crofs of our Sa- 
viour ; and how. to derive ſtrength from him for 
the doing, and the bearing of all that they are 
called unto. Shew the people of God how to take 
the comfort of their eternal election, and ſpecial 
redemption, and infured perſeverance ; and at the 
ſame time fetch mighty incentives to holineſs from 
thoſe hopes, which will for ever cauſe thoſe that 
have them to purify themſelves. Golpellize to 
them all the commandments of the law, and ſhew 
them how to obey upon the principles of the gol- 
pel: and how the precepts of the goſpel are alſo 
fo many promiſes of it. With a ſtrong applica- 
tion ſtudy the covenant of grace, and let the Spirit 
of that covenant- animate and regulate all your 
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performances, when you bleſs the Lord in the 
congregations. In theſe truths there are the ar- 
ticles, which the church either ſtands or falls 
withal. They will be the life of ydur miniſtry = 
nor can the power of godlinefs be maintained with- 
out them. The lofs of theſe truths will render z 


miniſtry inſipid and unfruitful ; and procure this | 
complaint about the ſhepherds, the diſeaſed ye 
have not ſtrengthened, neither have ye Loan. | 


again that which was driven away. 


That you may be well verſed in theſe truths, it 
will be requiſite, that your main reading may not 


be of ſuch books as have been much in vogue, 


ſince real and vital piety has been ſo much ba- 


niſhed out of the world, but are as lame in theſe 
points, as that which is (unjuſtly and unſafely 


enough) intitled the Whole Duty of Man. There 
is a ſet of books which of late years have brought 
in a faſhionable divinity; with the authors where- 


of, I cannot but be in as ill terms, as Gildas Was 


with his Britiſh clergy, when with him a man was, 
Non eximie Chriſhanus, who did not call them ra- 
_ ther the betrayers, than the minifters of the goſpel.. 
Lcan by no means wiſh you to take your divinity: 
from them; or to be unacquainted with the caſti- 
gations, which God has raiſed up one of their 


church (an Edwards I mean,)- to beſtow: upom 
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them. In. ſhort, if a book that pretends to de- 


ſcribe the way of a ſinner's reconciliation unto 
God, ſays nothing of, by the obedience of one 
many made righteous ; if a book that pretends to 


direct a Chriſtian life, ſays nothing of a converſion 


to. God, and of being joined unto the Lord, 
through his one Spirit quickening of us: and if a 
book (that ſhall be written perhaps by one who 
bath ſubſcribed our thirty- nine articles, ) dreſſes up 
our doctrine of predeſtination 1 in the fallacious and 


imidious terms, and the bear- ſkins in which it 


is now commonly exploded, and proclaims the 
author did not believe in his heart the articles and 


homilies, which his prevaricating hand made. a 


ſubſcription to, (or it it be a book that ſhall any 
where ſpitefully link Rome and Geneva together: 
Hune tu, ſtudioſe, caveto. I had as good plainly 
ſay, let not Scott and Company be the men of 
your counſel, 


- 


You may expect, that I ſhould more nin | 
ſay, what Engliſh treatiſes of practical divinity I. 


would commend unto you. But here I am en- 


cumbered as Hevaelius was, when he would have. 
fo partitioned his accurate Selezography, as to have. 
done juſtice unto the names of all the more illuſ- 


trious aſtronomers. Yea, ſo great is the army of 


them who have BORON in the true goſpel, that 1 
cannot 
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cannot pretend unto the long liſt of them that have 
come to the help of the Lord. However, there 
re a few that muſt be particularized for you.. 

More particularly then, if you would fee the co- 
venant of God and the goſpel in an evangelical, 
exhibition of it, let Strong on the Covenant. 
(though under the diſadvantages of a poſthumous: 
work) be precious to you as the golden wedge of. 
Ophir, If you would ſee ſound doctrine, the: 
works of an Owen have it for you: and I am glad” 
to ſee how much eſteemed they are in the North-: 
Britiſh univerſities. You have a Goodwin that 
will place you among the children of light, and, 
will give you the marrow of the doctrine which is 
according to godlineſs: he often ſoars like an. 
eagle; perhaps, you would have been content, if 
ſometimes a little more conciſely. Every thing of 
a Polhil is evangelical and valuable ; eſpecially his. 
Hpeculum Theologiæ in Chriſto. When your heart» 
and your pen want the holy fire to be quickened 
with you, a Baxter will bring you a coal from the 
altar for it. Vea, to fetch a metaphor from an- 
other element, he may be called, as you may re- 
member who was of old, an ocean of divinity. ; 
To ſay of that very great man, that if he had not 
meddled in too many things, he would have been. 
eſteemed one of the learned men of the age, it is. 
to ſpeak a thing which I do not well underſtand :- 
for 
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for his meddling with ſo many things, and writing 
more learnedly upon the moſt of them (except his 
expolitions) than the moſt of them who have writ. 
ten upon perhaps but one or two of the things, to 
me renders him one of the moſt learned of the age. 
In a Charnock you will have ſubſtantial divinity, 
and of the right ſort. A Bates will treat you wtih 
angels food. An Howe. will ſet manly religion 
before you. In a Flavel, you will find the true 
ſavour of plain, lively, uſeful preaching. What 
a Collings has written on Providence, is well per- 
formed. And what a Ford has written on the 


Spirit of Bondage and Adoption, 1s as fine as any 
thing I have ſeen for the experimental. And, 


though a Doolittle may not paſs for one of our 


greateſt men, yet having in his book on the Cate- 


chuſm, given us the body of divinity all in a flame, 
I am willing that it ſhould be, (what Zoroaſter 


called his famous book Zundaveſta, which, though 


written above two and twenty hundred years ago, 


- we ſtill have in our hands,) a fire-kindler for you, 


and put you in the way, after an. awakening man- 
ner, .to fet conſcience about it's work, when you 


come to that application with which your ſermons 


are {till to be enlivened. If you go further back, 
and even up to a Perkins, you will find in many 
treatiſes, that good old Puritan divinity which the 
konours of the old way belong u unto; and, no man 

hang 
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having drank the old wine, and ſuch books, a 


the Chriſtian's Daily Walk, of a Scudder, will 


much deſire the new, but he will ſay the old is 
better. If we mean to go to heaven, we ſhall not 
miſs our way by having Iſaac Ambroſe in our 


company. I fay nothing of a Preſton, and a Bol- 


ton, and a Capel, and a Fenner, and a Rogers, 


and a Sibbs, and' an Hall: all highly valuable: 


But I cannot forbear ſaying, the writings of the 


Dykes, (both Daniel and Jeremiah) have a ſingu- 
lar wan and vigour in them. Every thing of 
an Arrowſmith is admirable. A Gurnal will fur- 


niſh you with a magazine of good things. Of an 


A. Burgeſs, I may fay, he has written for thee 


excellent things. A Reynolds too muſt be taken 
into the liſt of them who have written what none 


will repent the reading of. His Preparations are 
fat things full of marrow, wines from the lees 
well refined. And ſome things of a Burroughs, 
eſpecially his Moſes's Choice, will not make you 
complain that you have loſt your time in conver- 
ling with them. 


In fine; the fix volumes of the Morning Ex- 
erciſes «Ul give you ſuch a variety, both of mat- 


ters and of talents, that I could with you may not 
be without them. 


| I may 
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I may not omit giving you the beft encourage- 
ment I can, to allow unt a box of North-Britiſh 
authors, a ſtanding in your library, and often re- 
fort unto it. The Jews have a fancy, that when 
our Almighty Creator beſpangled the heavens with. 


ſtars of light, he left a ſpace near the northern-pole 


unfiniſhed and unfurniſhed, that if any after-god 
{hould lay claim to a deity, a challenge to fill 
up that ſpace might eternally confute it. But in 
the firmament of the church, that northern part 
which belongs to Scotland, has been illuminated 
with ſtars, even enough to make a galaxy. And 
though the aſſiduous employments of the pariſh 


and pulpit, which are enough to take up all the 


time of their paſtors, have prevented, (which it is 
2-pity !) the appearing of iſo many writers among 
them, as might otherwiſe have difpenſed their 


| tweet influences to us; yet their pens have not 


been idle. Of theſe we have ſeveral commenta- 
ors on the ſacred ſcriptures: (among which a 
Durham, eſpecially on the Commandments ! And 
a Weemſe long before him has given us a rich 
amaſſment of biblical treaſures, well worth your 
having.) We have. ſeveral who have enriched us 
with bodies of theology; (among which, a Schar- 
pius.) We have ſeveral champions for the doc- 
trines of grace; (among which, a Rutherford.) 
We have had ſeveral hiſtorians z (among 15 

I vill 
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1 will not ſay, a Spotſwood, ſo much as a Cal- 
derwood : and very lately, a Woodrow.) We have 
ſeveral defenders of the goſpel-worſhip, and the 
goſpel church-ſtate; (among which, a Gelaſpy, a 
Lauder, a Willifon, and a Jameſon. The eagle- 
eyed and miraculous man laſt mentioned, has alſe 
obliged us with Spicilegia Antiquitatum, which are 
invaluable, and preferable to a whole vintage of 
many other literators.) We have ſeveral practical 
tractators; (among which a Guthry, and a Clark, 


and the wondrous youth, whoſe green years could 


not with-hold from him the wiſdom and eſteem, as 
he wore the name ef, Gray!) It had been ſome 


injuſtice as well as ingratitude in me, to have left 


theſe unmentioned. And if a Burnet might not 


have been thought a little too much anglified for it, 


he ſhould alſo have had a mention among the 
illuſtrious pens of Scotland, 


About the way of ſtudying a ſermon, I exhort 
you, that all be with a ſpirit of piety, and there- 
fore very prayerfully carried Jon. It is no more 


than what the nature and intent of the ſervice 


highly calls for. Firſt look up to heaven, with 


dependence upon a glorious-Chriſt, for his influ- 


ences and aſſiſtances to carry you through what 
you have in hand. Yea, repeat the invocations 
with freſh elevations of your eyes to him from 

; whom 
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whom comes all your help, whenever you return, | 
after any intermiſſion of your ſtudy upon it: O 
my God and Saviour, without thee I can do 
nothing: help me, help me! ſend forth thy light 
and thy truth unto me! This will be equivalent 
unto. the practice of ſuch devout: men as a Brad- 
ford and a Cartwright; of whom they report, 
they ſtudied their ſermons on their knees. And 
when you have diſpatched a paragraph of a ſermon, 
I wiſh it might be a frequent practice with you 
to make a pauſe upon it: and get your ſermon by 
heart; I mean, get your heart ſuitably touched 
with what you have prepared, before you go any 
further, and caſt into the mould of the ſanctifying 
_ truths, by ſuch confeſſions and ſuch petitions as 
you may dart up to heaven upon them. At leaſt, 
let this be done in your peruſing of your whole 
| ſermon before your preaching of it. Some cele- 
brated preachers have piouſly declared, they never 
durſt preach a ſermon to others till they have got 
fome good by it themſelves. To feel what you 
ſpeak, how. wondrouſly will it qualify you to be a 
lively ſpeaker! It will bring you to deſerve the 
title of a Rabbi Hadarſan. | 1 


Be careful evermore to preach ſcripturally; 
and employ the ſword of the ſpirit, if you would 
hope to do execution. Pertinent ſcriptures, de- 

UE. monſtrating 
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monſtrating and embelliſhing every article, will 
| well become one who would ſpeak as the oracles of 
God. For your aid in this, I cannot but recom. 
mend unto your uſe, Ravenellus, his Bibliatheca 
Sacra, as one of the moſt uſeful books in the 
world for a preacher, that would at once have, in 
one regular, orderly, advantageous view, before 
him, the ſum of what the ſcriptures have ſaid on 
every ſubjeCt : a work, that is moreover full of 
expoſitions and illuſtrations. There is alſo a book 
entitled, A Common Place Book to the Holy 
Bible; worth being always at hand with you. 


It would be well, if you could likewiſe come to 
ſay, with the prophet, I have uſed ſimilitudes: 
and accuſtom yourſelf to find out ſimilitudes, 
wherewith you may clothe your ideas, and make 
them ſenſible to the loweſt and meaneſt capa- 
cities; yea, to all fleſh, Thus to ſcek out ac- 
ceptable words, would render you a moſt profitable 
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5 as well as agreeable preacher. It would mar- | 
1 relloully faſten the nails, and be ſome imitation 1 
R 0! the preaching, which he that fpake ſo as never | | 
man ſpake has given you a pattern for. | 

it | 

: In your preaching, that you may ſave them that | 
q hear you, I wiſh you may with all poſſible dexte- | 
5 rity ſpread the nets of ſalvation for them. And fl 


therefore often exhibit the terms of ſalvation, 
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and the propoſals of the zoſpel, in ſuch a manner, 


and ſo importunately ſoliciting their conſent unto 
them, that by the hearty ſpeaking one word, in 
the echos of devotion thereupon, they may be 
brought into them. Exhibit unto them the delires 
of piety, in ſuch a manner that they muſt have 
tdeir hearts burn within them; and they muſt be 
h.carts of ſtone indeed, if they take not fire imme- 
diately. When you alſo deſcribe the graces of 


the new creature, give the deſcription in the lan- 


guage of piety, acting thoſe graces; wherein, if 
they come into a confort with you, their ſouls are 


gained unto God, at the very moment of your 


inſtructing them. Oh! that you may be a wiſe 
inner of ſouls! and, while you are preaching, 
may the holy Spirit fall on them that hear the 


wvord! 


For this purpoſe, I would have you uſually try, 


as much as with good judgment you can, to ſet 
the truths on fire, before you part with any head 
that you are upon; and let them come flaming 
out of your hand with excitations to ſome de- 
vation and affection of godlineſs, into the hearts 
ef thoſe whom they sere. addreſſed unto. The 
tongues with which the holy Spirit made his de- 
ſcent on the firſt and beſt preachers of the 2 * 
| that 
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chat ever were in the world, were flames, and had 
the appearance of an heavenly fire upon them. 


It is pity but a well prepared ſermon ſhould be & 
well pronounced one. Wherefore, avoid for ever, 
all Inanes fine mente ſanos; and all indecencies, 
every thing that is ridiculous. Be ſure to ſpcak 
deliberate'y. Strike the accent always upon that 
word in the ſentence which it properly belongs 
unto. A tone that ſhall have no regard unto this, 
is very injudicious; and will make you talk too 
much in the clouds. Do not begin too high. 
Ever conclude with vigour. If you mult have 
your notes before you in preaching, and it be 
needful for you, De ſcripts dicere, what even ſome 
ofthe moſt famous orators both among the Grecians 
and among the Romans did, (Pliny ſays, Ora- 
ties, es noſeri quidum et Græci lefitaverunt ) yet let 
there be with you a diſtinction between the neat 
uling of notes, and the dull reading of them. 
Keep up the air and life of ſpeaking, and put not 
off your hearers with an heavy reading to them. 
How can you demand of them to remember much 
of what you bring to them, when you remember 
nothing of it yourſelf? Beſides, by reading all you 
lay, you will fo cramp and ſtunt all ability of 
ſpeaking, that you will be unable to make an 
mandſome ſpeech on any occaſion, . What .L there= 

| 8.2 fore. 


* — ne — enn > — 
— . Late) . I I thy! wy n 
Tere bong” — — ot en, — — 3 


— — 


——ů— — 


— — r 


196 THE ANGELS PREPARING 


tore adviſe you to, is, let your notes be little other 
than a quiver, on which you may caſt your eye 
now and then, to ſee what arrow is to be next 
fetched from thence; and then, with your eye as 
much as may be on them whom you ſpeak to, let 
it be ſhot away, with a vivacity becoming one in 
earneſt, for to have the truths well entertained with 
the auditory, 


Optimus eft orator, qui dicendo, animos audientium, 
et docet, et delectat, et permovet. 


Finally, let your perorations [from which, 5. 


citur oratir| often be lively expoſtulations with 


the conſcience of the hearer; appeals made, and 


queſtions put, unto the conſcience ; and conſign- 


ments of the work over into the hands of that 
Naming preacher in the boſom of the hearer. In 
ſuch flames you may do wonderouſly ! 


F STEELE 


S R . 
The WoRK of a LEALOUS PASTOR. 


PON the due diſcharge of the paſtoral duties, 
in which you muſt labour to know the {tate 
of your flock, and lay hold on all occaſions to drop 
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the leſſons of piety upon then ; and, how to ma- 


nage the paſtoral viſits with an admirable dexterity 


and fidelity; and therein to be forever ſcattering 


books among them, which may be laſting monitors 


unto them, and a falt for their preſervation ; yea, 


and be ſcattering alms, like the liberal ſhowers 


from above, upon the indigent among them. I. 


ſuppoſe I need now do no more than give: a ſhort ' 
hint unto you, that ſuch things are to be thought 
upon. All that I will now ſay to you upon this 


paſtoral watchfulneſs is this; that when certain 
ſhepherds were keeping watch over their flocks,, 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 


the glory of the Lord ſhone round about them. 


. | the Ks | | a ©. 204 - _ - oi 
Among th employments of a vigilant paſtor, 
cannot avoid ſaying of ſomething, De cate- 
chiæandis rudibus ; and putting you in mind, that 


great things may be done in the way of cate- 


chizing. A work this is, for which the greateſt - 


men in the church of God have not thought them- 
iclves too great ; and ſome eminent perſons coming 


towards a ſuperannuation for other ſervices, have, 


by applying themſelves almoſt wholly to this, 
continued very ſerviceable. to the laſt, 


mouthed underſtandings; and thereupon to graft 
8 3 exhortations 
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exerciſe, to break the anſwer now and then into 
imaller queſtions, and ſo drop it into narrow- 
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exhortations, which may draw the catechumens 
into the declared reſolutions of Piety ; and more 


particularly ſhew them the bleſſings for which 


they are to make their ſupplications, and gain a 
promiſe from them to do fo: this is one of the 
things where an abundance of wiſdom and pru— 
dence may be demonſtrated. Among the many 
hundreds of catechiſms which have made their way 
into the world, what is now mot in-uſe, is the 
Aſſembly's; which was compoſed by Dr. Tuck- 
ney, Dr. Arrowſmith, and Mr. Newcomen ; and 
adopted and emitted by the moſt venerable con- 
vention of divines that was ever ſcen in our nation. 


Put ſome have thought, that this, like all other 


human compoſures, might be capable of ſome 
amendment. And I could myſelf particularly 
wiſh, that among the articles of, The miſery of 
the eſtate into which man fell, there might be 
inſerted, And enſlaved unto the powers of dark- 
neſs: and that among the articles of, Chriſt exe- 


cuting the office of a prieſt, there might be this 


clauſe inſerted; In performing perfect obedience 
to the law of God, the everlaſting rule of righ- 


teouſneſs: and that among, The benefits which in 


this life do accompany juſtification — there might 
be inſerted, The miniſtry of good angels for our 
good, and ſuccour againſt the temptations of the 
devils, Though it 1s not for you to correct the 

3 | catechiſm, 


ratechiſm, yet you may in your catechifing do 
juſtice to theſe important articles. Up, and be 


doing; and be thus an inſtructor to the young; 
yea, an angel to the little ones. 


But no good is to be any further expected from 
you, than it may be reported of you, behold, he prays! 
You muit, like the camel, receive all your bur- 
dens on your knees; and your whole work mult 
be carried on with a continual praying over it. 


For your ſecret prayers, I can 'bate you nothing 


of David's and of Daniel's number, three times in 


a day: for your pious ejaculations I have nothing 


againſt the number, which they report of the 
apoſtle Bartholomew, (one hundred in a day!) 


yea, or that which they report of a father whoſe 
name was Paulus; (three hundred in a day!) if 
you can attain ſo far to have your eyes ever towards 
the Lord. Excellent is the counſel of Lanſber- 
gius, in his Enchiridion Militis Chriſtiani, (and by 
the way, Eraſmus's golden book of the ſame title, 


1 earneſtly adviſe you to the reading of!) £x 


emnbus gue vides, queque auds, dijce grandi Fl * 
mere occaſionem, mentemgue ad Deum elevandi. Be— 
ſides your ſtated prayers for every day, you will 


allo have numberleſs errands to heaven, which 
wil oblige you frequently to make your occaſional 
addrelles 
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addreſſes thither upon emergencies. ' But what in 
a very particular manner I adviſe you to, is, now. 
and then to ſet apart whole days for interviews: 
with heaven, and this with ſuch faſting as you 
may find you are able to bear, and may be for the 
belp of your devotions. On ſuch days, go through 
a proceſs of repentance, . which cannot be too 
often repeated. Renew your flights unto yeur 
Saviour, that you may be more quickened in the. 
life of God. Preſent. the ſacrifices wherein you | 
| ſhall offer up your all unto him, and embrace and. 
enjoy a Chriſt inſtead of all. Carry to him all 

your concerns; and let all your defire be before 

him, and none ee be hid from him. 
Let your petitions for others, and for all the 
ſocieties you belong unto, expreſs the true Spirit 
of grace in your ſupplications, and be like thoſe 
of: the man greatly beloved. Soar up as high 
as you can towards an union with God. In- 
termix, all along, the reading of proper things 
wherein God from the holy oracle may commune 
with you; and you may aſſiſt and inflame the 
work wherein you are engaged. Ler the minutes 
of ſpaces between your devotions be filled with 
reflections that may have a tendency: to bring you 
into abaſements of yourſelf, or into adorations of 
your God; and, from your heart within you, let 
them 8⁰ up ny unto the Lord. Conclude all 
with 
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with holy projections and purpoſes, for further 


improvements in a careful, fruitful, humble walk 
with God. But how much could I with that, in 
this religion of the clofet, you may know what it 
is to keep days of thankſgiving too? Such days 
you may fill with contemplations on the perfec- 
tions of the infinite God, and the glories of your 
Almighty Redeemer, and the wonderous things 
which he has done ; and the miniſtry of his angels : 
and with enumerations of the favours which, both 
on ſpirtual and on temporal accounts, you have 
received from him; whereof you ſhould make 
explicit acknowledgments unto your powerful and 


merciful benefactor, and particul arly fee and own 


how undeſerved they have been, and how diitin- 
guiſhing they have been, and how the contrary 
ſufferings of Chriſt have purchaſed them. You will, 


upon trial, find a day of the ſummer ſolſtice too 


ſhort for the pleaſant work now before you. Here 


you may intermix the ſongs of the redeemed; 


addirg the peruſal of what you may find written 


| for the help of the heavenward ſallies, wherein you 


are Mounting up as with the wings of eagles. 
You will do well to keep the holy fire alive all the 
day, by making all the objects which occur to you 
in the intervals of your devotions, but a fuel that 
your praiſes to God ſhall ſeize upon, and go up in 
ſnort motions of ſoul unto him. Conclude all 
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with an ingenuous meditation on that queſtion, 
What fhall I render to the Lord for all his bene. 


fits? "Theſe days will not only obtain marvel. 


lous bleflings for you, but will allo leave a celeſtial 


flavour and grandeur on your mind, and infuſe a 


becoming diſcretion and gravity into all your con. 
verſation. 


One conſequent of theſe things wilt be, what I 


am very ſolicitqus you ſhould arrive unto, that is 


to ſay, an ability to expreſs yourſelf in prayer to 


the glorious God, and ſpread! the caſes of the 
people before him on all occaſions: an ability 
without which I fhall not judge you qualified for 


an ordination to the paſtoral care of a flock among 
the churches of God, but worthy to have an 


AN Axlos cried out upon you. 


In your doing this, you will have notable op- 
portunities to bring them into the frames of piety, 
which are to be wiſhed far them. 


Whatever truths at any time you woul Id: moſt 


 efficacioully preach unto them, you may make 


them hear you pray down theſe truths into them, 
with a molt ſurprizing and moſt ſubduing efficac). 


I can 


J can by no means approve of your leaning on 
| the tool of a fooliſh ſhepherd, and your living on 
the lifeleſs forms of any liturgy. I cannot com- 


ronius taxed good old Agobardus tor keeping to. 
mine himſelf has confeſſed, * That in old times 


© there was ro form of prayer preſcribed for all ts 
be bound unto ; but every one might make what 


) were kept unto.” And Chemnitius, with a 
i whole army of proteſtants, have irrefragably 
f proved, that this confeſſion of Bellarmine is true; 
ſ and, a veteres ordinem celebrand: fuiſſe arbitra- 
8 rium. The ancients all agree to it, that, in the 
earlier days of Chriſtianity, the miniſters prayed 


every where as they were able. Indeed there was 
no general impoſition of any ſervice book, until 


Jo the emperor Charlemagne, at the ſolicitation of 
Y, the pope, introduced it, with perſecution ; which 

| was not until the entrance of the ninth century, 

| when all manner of ſuperſtitious uſages were 
ol brought into the temple of God. Some judicious 
ke men have complained of the French liturgy, com- 
m. poſed by the excellent Calvin, for not having 
j luſkcient collects of thankſgiving, but being all 


| petition. And whereas theſe three thinys, con- 
lion, and petition, and thankſgiving, belong to 
= every 
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mend any liturgy to you, except that which Ba- 


| can do no other than tell you fo, after a Bellar- 


© prayer he pleaſed, if but the analogy of faith 
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every complete prayer, I have heard ſome inquire 
whether, according to this rule, there can be readily 


found one complete prayer in another liturgy, 
which I cannot commend unto you for ſuch a 


model of perfection as it's admirers have eſteemed 


it. But waving here thoſe many and weighty ex- 


ceptions againſt the Engliſh Common Prayer- 


Book, which will for ever cauſe myriads of con- 


{iderate chriitians to be diſſatisfied with it, J will 


only quote ſome words that I find falling from the 
pen of an Engliſh nobleman. * There may be 


too great a reſtraint (he ſays) put upon men, 
whom God hath diſtinguiſhed by giving them 
© not only good ſenſe, but a powertul utterance 


too. When a man fo qualified, endued with 


* learning too, and above all, adorned with a good 
* liſe, breaks out into a warm and well-delivered 


prayer before his ſermon, it has the appearance 


of divine rapture ; he raiſes and leads the hearts 
of the aſſembly in another manner, than the molt 
ſtudied or beſt compoſed form of ſet words can 
ever do: and the pray wee's, who ſerve up all 


their ſermons with the ſame garniſhing, would 


look like ſo many ſtatues, or men of ſtraw in 
the pulpit, compared with thoſe who ſpeak with 


* ſuch a powerful zeal, that men are tempted at the 
moment to believe, that heaven itſelf has dicta- 
* ted theſe words unto them.” I cannot but. 


think, 


a, wy . 


TO SOUND THE "TRUMPETS. 205 


think, that good ſenſe was that which dictated 
theſe words unto the Marquis of Hallifax. And 
I hope your prayers will be ſuch as he has therein 
deſcribed unto you. 


I am ſorry that I muſt [but I muſt !] conclude 
my advice for your diligence in the diſcharge of 
the paſtoral duties, with a warning, that you muſt 
not wonder at it, if you find that you ſerve many 
ungrateful people, and may be many ways mal- 
treated by them who are under the ſtrongeſt obli- 
gations to ſupport you, and reduced unto the 
humbling and creepling circumſtances of a 7es 


anguſia domi: yea, be oppreſſed with grievous de- 


| fraudations from them, whom God will many ways 
punith for their ingratitude. If it ſhould be fo, 
yet remember, you are in the ſervice of a glorious 
Lord, who not only ſays, I know thy ſervice, but 
orders thoſe things to fall out, upon which he may 
with infinite pleaſure alſo ſay, I know thy pa- 


tience. Be not now diſcouraged from ſtill devoting 


yourſelt to the public and private labours of your 
miniſtry: be wholly in them; and therein labour 
to overcome evil with good. Suffer any thing, ra- 
ther than in the methods of the law, do that which 
will ruin the ſucceſs. of the goſpel, and utterly 
extinguiſh the hope of your doing any more good 
by your miniſtry among them... Cauſe them to 
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feel that you are travailing with agony for the 
eternal ſalvation of them and their's ; and that the 
gaining of one foul to God by your miniſtry, will 
be of more account with you than any gain of this 


world ;. than all the wealth in the world. Be 
they ever ſo unjuſt, yet nobly hold on raining 


the bleſſed ſhowers of heaven upon them ! Thus 
with a ſtrong faith, that gives glory to God, go on 


b with a watchful, painful, faithful miniſtry, keeping 


your eye on the fixth chapter of Matthew, and 
relying on your Saviour ſer your ſubſiſtence: and 


never fear! never fear! He will, with ſtrange in- 


terpoſitions of his providence, yea, with conſpi- 
euous and marvellous operations of the angelicat 
miniſtry, ſend in ſeaſonable ſupplies for you; and 


often make the ſeaſon of them ſuch as notably to 


add unto the comfort of them. 


Vea, ſooner than ſtarve, the ravens will 


bring food unto you. Regenvolſcius relates it, in 


his Hiſtory of the Sclavonic Churches; It was 
a wretched cuſtom of the papiſts, that when they 


4 had run one of the holy people into priſon, they 


* would there, by a progreſſive ſubtraction of all 
* ſubſiſtence from him, ſtarve him to death. Mat- 
* thias Dolanſcius was a priſoner deſigned for ſuch 
* circumſtances, in the city of Prague, — and at 
length all the attempts of the godly people, w 

'0 
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CY 


of a gracious matron among the reſt, ſecretly to 
relieve him, had a total ſtop given to them. 
Now, one day, when he was on the very point 
of ſtarving, he caſt his eye towards the grate of 
the priſon, and ſaw a little bird fitting there 
with ſomething in his bill: his curioſity leading 
him thither, the bird flew away ; but left a bit 
of cloth, in which, when he took it up, he found 
a piece of gold; and with this piece of gold, he 
found ways tolerably to furniſh himſelf with 
« bread until the death of the king; on and by 
which he obtained his full deliverance.” 


This I will ſay to you; hold on, hold on, always 
at work for a glorious Chriſt; and rather than 
you ſhould ſtarve, Matthias Dolanſcius's bird ſhall 
be ſent unto you ! And unto that queſtion, lacked 


ys any thing? you ſhall be able to give a com- 
fortable anſwer. 


T 2 '$ECT. 
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4 BC T. N. 
The true CuRISTIAN TEMPER, | 


Li "OO weighty are the words of the pious Hen, 
Will. Ludolf, to be left untranſcribed, 


when I am treating you with the things which I 


am deſirous to have greatly conſidered with you. 
It is a great unhappineſs, that the greateſt part 
of the clergy of all communions, do not per- 
« ceive, that God is upon his way to break down 
« all the falſe draughts and ſchemes, which the 
*. antichriſtian fpirit of ſectariſm hath contrived 
i inſtead of ſubſtantial chriſtianity, which is, the 
« reſtoring of the image of God in the new crea 
5 ture, or, the kingdom and life of God within 


us.“ I preſs you to employ the deepeſt medita- 


tion on this important matter. When the Lord 


God omnipotent comes to ſhake not the earth 


only, but alſo heaven, it is, that thoſe things that 


cannot be ſhaken may remain. What are thoſe 
things that cannot be ſhaken ? but thoſe maxims 
of the everlaſting goſpel, wherein all good and 
wiſe men are united; and all men become good 


and wiſe, -when they come into that union with 


them : the maxims, which the more they are 
ſtudied, and the wiſer and better they are who 
Rudy 
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ſtudy them, the more they will be approved of: 


the maxims which are direQly calculated for the 
grand intentions of, glory to God in the higheſt, 
and peace on earth from a good will in men to- 
wards one another, It is even the firſt-born of 
my wiſhes for you, that you may be one of thoſe 
angels, that ſhall fly through the midſt of heaven 
with this everlaſting goſpel, to preach it unto them 


who dwell on the earth, and move all the people 
of God, though of different perſuaſions in leſſer 


points, to embrace ene another upon the generous 
maxims of it, and keep leſſer points in a due ſubor- 
dination unto the ſuperior maxims, and manage 
their differences upon thoſe leſſer points with an- 


other ſpirit, than what the diſputers of this world. 
in the ſeveral ſects of chriſtians keep commonly 


cutting one another withal. 


- 


To aſſiſt you in the diſcovering and determining 


of theſe everlaſting maxims, I will not merely 
refer you to the ſentiments of a judicious Dave» 


nant, in his Adhortatis ad Fraternam Communionem 


inter Evangelicas Ecclefias, or thoſe of a ſharp- 


ſighted Baxter, who was a pen in the hand of 


God, when he wrote his Catholic Unity, and the. 


True and Only Way of Concord: much leſs, will 
I proſecute the propoſals of our celebrated Uſher, 
* That if at this day we take a ſurvey of the ſeveral 


T3 pro- 
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* -profefſions of chriſtianity, that have any large 


' ſpread in any part of the world, and ſhould put 
= by the points wherein they differ from one an- 

other, and gather into one body the reſt of the 
articles- wherein they all generally agree; we 


fhould find, that in thoſe propoſitions, which 


without controverſy are ſo univerſally received 
© in the whole Chriſtian world, ſo much truth is 
contained as, being joined with holy obedience, 
25 may de ſuſficient to bring a man unto everlaſting 


_**falvation. Neither have we cauſe to doubt, 


but as many as do walk according to this rule, 
(neither overthrowing that which they have 
„built, by ſuperinducing any damnable hereſies 
thereupon, nor otherwiſe vitiating their holy 
faith with a lewd and wicked converſation) 
peace ſhall be upon them.“ I will rather ex- 
hibit the maxims in fuch a manner as to make the 
beit proviſion againſt that loathſome thing, a lite- 


leſs religion; -wherof an irreligious life will be the 


natural conſequence. In ſhort, J may as with a 
burning-glaſs, (oh! that with an irreſiſtible heat 
from heaven upon you!) contract inte a little 
room, the ſum of the matter, and the piety, which 
will be found a ſure foundation for an union among 
all parties of true Chriſtians, however they may 


be de nominated or diſtinguiſhed, As our Saviour, 


whom his Father heareth always, has-prayed for 
1 bus 
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his people, that they all may be one, fo it is im- 
poſtible, that all the genuine people of God ſhould 
not unite with one another in much greater things, 
than thoſe in which it is poſlible for them to diſ- 
ſent from one another. Such things are thoſe 
Graviora evangelii, which to cut ſhort the work in 
righteouſneſs, I ſhall in theſe three maxims com- 
 pendiouſly ſet before you. 


J. The One moſt High God, who is the Fa- 


ther, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, muſt be 


my God: and-I muſt make it the main in- 


* tention of my life to ſerve and pleaſe him, re- 


« membering that his eye is always upon me; and 
be afraid of every thing which his light in my 
* ſoul ſhall condemn as an evil thing. 


„II. A glorious Chriſt, who is the eternal Sen 


of God, incarnate and enthroned in the Bleſſed 


* Teſus, is the Redeemer, on whoſe great ſacrifice 
I muſt rely for my reconciliation to God, look- 
© ing to him, at the ſame time, that I may live 
* unto God by him living in me: and under his 


conduct I am now to expect a bleſſedneſs in a 


future ſtate for my immortal ſoul ; to which he 
will reſtore my body when he {ſhall come to 
judge the world, 


III. 
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III. Out of reſpe& unto God and his Chriſt, 


I muſt heartily love my neighbour, and for ever 


do unto other men, as I muſt own it reaſonable 
«© for them to do unto myſelf.” 


The foundation of God is in theſe holy moun- 
fains. While theſe glorious maxims are (as, why 
fhould they not be? I am ſure much more queſ- 
tienable ones are daily required for to be) ſub- 
ſeribed unto, it is to be wiſhed, that theſe two ( 


can ſcarce call them two more) may in ſubſer- 
viency to the firſt three be alſo brought into the 
ſubſcription. | 


I adhere to the facred ſcriptures, as t! - ä 
* cient rule for belief, and worſhip, and manners, 


among the people of God, and I would maintain 
a brotherly fellowſhip with all good men, in the 
things wherein I apprehend them to follow theſe 
divine directions. And, 


I declare for the juſt liberties of mankind, and 
of our nations; and for a Chriſtian encourage- 


ment in the church for all that obſerve the grand 


© maxims of p:;ety, accompanied with a free in- 


* dulgence of civil rights in the ſtate unto all that 


« approve themſelves faithful ſubjects and honeſt 
* neighbours, and ſuch ineffenſive livers, that hu- 
0 man 


- Mx — — — VF COD 


t. 
0 
] 
1 
; 
t 
1 
1 
1 
1 
"1 


man ſociety cannot complain of diſturbance from 
, them.” 


Iwill not now ſuppoſe a Quinquarticular Con- 
troverſy, but rather propoſe a Fernaticular Period 
of all Controverſies. And the very firſt thing that 
I offer upon it is, that in thefe maxims of godli- 
neſs, which are without all controverſy, you be- 


hold all controverſies in religion as coming to an 


amicable and a comfortable period. My advice 
to you is, that when you make ſome figure in the 


field of the church militant, you be drawn as little 


as may be into any eriſtic writings; wherein you 
ſhall be ſurprized unawares into the errors of paſ- 
fion, and into the follies of taking pains to oon- 


vince a few readers that you have more wit than 
your antagoniſt. Every man who pulls at the 

Polemic ſaw, and manages any controverſy in re- 
ligion, always pretends a zeal to uphold, ig the 


iſſue of the diſputation, fome certain point of prac- 
tical piety, which is in thefe indiſputable maxims, 


declared for, If it were not from a zealous con- 


cern which the contenders have, that the practice 
of piery may not ſuffer in ſuch a point, they pro- 


feſs that they would not contend ſo eazneſtly for 


the faith. If they cannot ſincerely make tiiis pro- 
feſſion, they are but litigious and vexatious, and 
the gladiators are to be hilled — the. tacatre by all 
| chat 
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that wiſh well to Chriſtianity. Now, how com- 
monly are both parties well agreed in the point af 
piety, which the one ſays, cannot be preſerved 
but upon his poſitions ; and the other ſays, cannot 
be preſerved if his be denied? Be ſure all the truly 
pious are ſo? But if both parties are agreed for 
that piety, which is the main, and the ſcope of all, 
how much good may you do, if you can ſo ſyringe 
the odoriferous water of the confeſſed maxims upon 
them, that the quarrelling hives in the loſs of their 
diſtinction may give over their quarrels, and the 
children of Jacob not fall out by the way, or be 
fo angry about the way, ſeeing they are brethren? 
or, if the brethren will yet fall out, and the contro- 
verſies muſt go on, and you are called forth to bear 
a part in them, yet, my ſon, continue to play theſe 
engines for the extinguiſhing of the fires ; govern 
your mind, and your pen, by the maxims of piety ; 
perſuade others what you can to do fo too; and 
carry not on any but the wars of the Lamb in your 
conteſtations. What I could moſt of all wiſh for 
is, that for your defence of the truth, which is 
always for piety, you do what you have to do, 
moſtly in that poſitive way of aſſerting and evin- 
cing, and advancing the piety which the truth you 
would have to be defended is to animate. Con- 
ſcience will quickly come in, with a teſtimony on 
the bchalf of that piety; and the truth which 
appears 
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appears neceſſary to ſupport that piety, will eaſily 

be taken in, and not eaſily parted with. This is 

for the molt part better than the elenctic way of 
ſheltering the truth from the aſſaults which they 

that corrupt the earth would make upon it: in- 

ſtead of ſwords, it is to employ plough-ſhares ; 

inſtead of ſpears, it is to employ pruning-hooks; ; 
and the ſtate and work of Paradiſe is a little emu · 

lated and anticipated. 


But, if the elenctic way become neceſſary to be 
taken, and if you muſt go down into the battle, 


and ſmite the enemies in the Valley of Salt, I 


again, and again ſay, take heed unto your ſpirit: 
let the deſigns of piety regulate your whole pro- 


ceeding. Furniſh no new matter for the old com- 


plaint of, — ili ferales plerique Chriſtiani; and add 
nothing to the inſtances of ſuch outrages, as the 
Jeſuits have with deriſion cenſured in the contro- 


verfial writings of the mutual firings between the 
Lutherans and the Calviniſts. 


| Lutherans and Calviniſts !—Inaſmuch as I have 
thus unawares mentioned theſe, I will upon theſe 
make the experiment, (whether with any better 
ſucceſs than my dear Pitiſcus did, I know not!) 


how far a ſyncretiſm of piety will unite the people. 
of God, or abate their curſed anger and cruel 


1 wrath 


n 
— . — 
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wrath againſt one another, in purſuing of religions 

_ controverſies. "The ſagacious Baron Puffendorf, 
while he deſpairs not of breaking down the parti- 
tion wall between thoſe two mighty parties of 
proteſtants in other parts of it, yet it appears unto 
him little ſhort of deſperate, when the ſublime and 
obſcure doctrines of predeſtination (wherein Lu- 
ther and Calvin themſelves were better agreed than 
their followers) come to be conſidered. However, 
even here alſo at laſt he takes courage, and ſays, 
if ever there 1s to be a better condition of man- 
kind, and an happier ſtate of the world, it is not 

to be expeRed, but from a ſerious and univerſal 

|; practice of Chriſtian piety. Let us then with a 

1 little patience hear both parties declare themſelves. 


Say, Maſter Lutheran, what is the piety, for the 
maintaining whereof you ſo eagerly advance your 
principles? His anſwer is; * I would not have 
s the moſt holy and ſin-hating Lord reproached 
« as the impeller of the ſin, whereof he is the re- 

venger. I would not have our merciful Father 

* blaſphemed, as dealing after an illuſory manner 

with men, when he invites them to his mercy. 

| I would not have any among the fallen race of 
the firſt Adam, ſhut out from the juſt hopes of 
life in the death of the ſecond Adam. I would 

* not have impenitent unbelievers caſt upon God 

; the 
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« the blame of their impenitency ; but the wicked 
lay wholly on themſelves the fault of their own 
« deſtruction. I would have men work about 
« their own ſalvation, with as much diligence and 
« vigilance, as if all turned upon their own will 
and care whether they ſhall be faved or no.“ The 


pious Calviniſt hears all this with pleaſure ; and | 


can ſay, My brother, in all theſe things my heart 
18 WA you, , 
But now, Maſter Calviniſt, it is your turn. Say, 
what is the piety, for the maintaining whereof you 
ſo eagerly prefer your principles? His anſwer is; 
I would have our good God, for ever adored, as 
© the original of all the good.that we have, or that 
© we do. If men arrive to any good ſpiritual as 
well as temporal, I would have our God prai ſed 
for it; and I would have his favours confeſſed as 
* moſt unmerited by us in all our praiſes. I would 
not admit the leaſt infinuation, as if the King 
Eternal, who is the Only Wiſe God, had not an 
infallible foreknowledge from all eternity of 


all that come unto everlaſting life, to admire the 
6 


© endleſs admirations own, that their Saviour has 


done more for them than for others. I would 


* 3 


whatever comes to paſs in time. I would have 


everlaſting love of God unto them; and with 
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© have men look up to God, with ardent prayers 
for his gracious, and enlightening, and ſanctify- 
ing influences, and pray unto him as the God 
of all grace, and the God who gives repentance, 
and remember that faith is the gift of God. ] 
would have man be. very humble, and humbly to 
* annihilate himſelf before the glorious God, with 
* whom there is terrible majeſty.” The pious 
Lutheran hears all this with delight; and can ſay, 


My brother, my heart cannot but concur with 
| you in ſuch things as theſe. 


At the ſame time they both find that the ſeveral 
ſchemes, with which they would have this piety 
ſerved, are encumbered with inſuperable difficul- 
ties; and the Lutheran may have retorted upon 


him thoſe very difficulties which he thinks he ſees 
the Calviniſt overwhelmed withal. The old law, 


Dui non vetat cum poteſt jubet, encumbers Arminius 
with as hard conſequences as he charges on Go- 
marus. Maimonides will tell you how much the 


Jewiſh world, and Cicero how much the Pagan, 


has been divided in their opinions, De fato. Among 
the Papiſts, how do the Dominicans, and after 
theſe, the Janſeniſts, and their oppoſites, keep in 
the dark, buffetting one another upon them? So 
that atter all, 1t 1s Piety that muſt bring all to 
"ights: 


ric 
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nights: and Melancthon's reſolution; Offcium 
k agamas, et di Reine de predeſtinatione ſe eponamus. | 


: The experiment will be nds on many other | 

doctrines, (among which, I pray take notice, you | 

F will never find me mentioning the damnable here: 

fies of the Arian and the Socinian!) wherein they | 

: that have the true fear of God, and love of Chriſt, | 

25 may have their differing. ſentiments; 2 
ſenper amicitia, 


Inſtead of my going on to do that, J rather 
pals now to ſay, that I would have you lay aſide 
all thoughts of any foundation for an union among 

the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, but what ſhall be in 
the unity of the Spirit; or that work of the holy 
Spirit on the hearts of men, that inclines them to | 
glorify God with an obedience to his will revealed 
in his word, and glorify Chriſt for their depend- 
ence on him for all their happineſs; and love their 
neighbour as themſelves. Other foundation can 
no man lay! All attempts to build the Tower of 
Zion on any other foundation, will come to no- 
thing; you will proſper no better in them than 
hey: who go to build a tower of Babel. But then, 
let all that are by viſible piety qualified for it, find 
a due and kind reception with you. Let your feet 
ſtand in a large place, and add unto your faith, god- 
v2 lineſs, 
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lineſs, and unto your godlinefs brotherly-kindneſs, 
and unto your brotherly-kindneſs charity: and pay 


the regards of brethren in Chriſt, unto all thofe 


who by owning and living the everlaſting maxims 
of piety, may claim what the true citizen of Zion 
will yield unto them that fear the Lord. Allow 
to, yea, challenge for this people, the rights which 
belong unto them, and the liberties with which 
the Son of God has made them free. The people 
who worſhip God in the Spirit, and who rejoice 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and who have no confidence in 


the fleſh, or value not themſelves upon a religion 


which is nothing but fleſh, and exterior; theſe 
are the true people of God: the people, which 
have the promiſes in the covenant of God per- 
taining to them; and whereto the Kindnelles, 
or the injuries that are done, are done unto their 
glorious head, in the heavens. Be not ſuch a 
Donatiit, as to dream that the people of God are 
no where to be found but in one party, which you 
have your great eſteem for. But look for them, 
as to be found under various forms ; and let your 


judgment, how it fares well or ill with the people 


of God in the world, fetch it's meaſures not from 
the good or bad circumſtances of one party only, 
but from the prevailing or the ſuppreſſing of true 
picty, and what has a tendency to that, wherever 
it is to be met withal. $5 
Challenge 
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Challenge for this people, a power to aſſociate, 
or form aſſemblies for the worſhip of God our Sa- 
viour, according to the directions which they ap- 
prehend his goſpel has given them. Challenge for 
the ſocieties of this people, the power to elect their 
own paſtors ; which was one of the laſt things loſt 
in the robberies which the man of ſin committed on 
the temple of God. Challenge for theſe particular 
_ churches, the rights of ſacred corporations, that 
have all the needful power of ſelf- preſervation, and 
ſclf-reformation : yet obliged in things of common 
concern, ſo far to act in conjunAion with other 
churches walking in the faith and order of the goſ- 
pel. as to conſult them, and be directed and re- 
ſtrained by them on juſt occaſions, 


, d d / a 16 


— 


For communion in theſe churches, and admiſ- 
ſion to all the privileges and advantages of the evan- 
gelical church- ſtate, I would have you inſiſt upon 
it, that no terms be impoſed, but ſuch neceſſary 
things, as heaven will require of all who ſhall 
alcend into the hill of the Lord, and ſtand in his 
holy place. Be ſure to ſtand by that golden rule, 
receive ye one another as Chriſt has received us 
unto the glory of God; that is to ſay, thoſe of 
whom it is our duty to judge, that our Saviour 
will receive them to his glory in the heavenly 
world, we ought now to receive unto all the en- 

| „„ „ joyments 
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joyments of our Chriſtian fellowſhip : and let the 
table of the Lord have no rails about it, that ſhall 
hinder a godly Independent, and Preſbyterian, and 
Epiſcopalian, and Antipedobaptiſt, and Lutheran, 
from ſetting down together there. Corinthian 
brals would not be ſo bright a compoſition as the 
People of God in ſuch a coalition, feaſting together 
on his holy mountain. I with they do not ſee the 
fate of Corinth, to compel them to it Though 
in the church that I ſerve, I have ſeen the grateful 
ſpeQacle!—This I muſt fay ; a church that ſhall 
baniſh the children of God from his holy table, 
and ſhall exclude from it's communion thoſe that 
hall be ſaved, merely for ſuch things as are con- 
ſiſtent with the maxims of piety, does not exhibit 
the kingdom of God unto the world, as a church 
ought to do. Churches that will keep up inſtru— 
ments of ſeparation, which will keep out thoſe 
that have the evident marks and claims of them 

that are one with Chriſt upon them, are in reality 
but combinations of men, who, under pretence of 
religion, are purſuing ſome carnal intereſts. Their 
Diana is very viſible! it is a complicated profanity 
and hypocriſy, that theſe churches are to ſtand in- 
dicted for. It is to be lamented, that more churches 
than one have the guilt of a very ſinful ſchifm to be 
charged upon them, for their chacing from their 
communion, and the annexed encouragements and 
cmolu- 
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emoluments, many of the righteous nation, which 


have the gates of heaven ſtanding open for them: 


and yet ſuch is the myſtery of iniquity, that at the 
{ame time they make outcries of ſchiſm againſt 


the confcientious people for keeping out, while 


they violently ſhut the doors upon them. Yea, 
there has been one church (though I have never 
heard of but one!) which has puniſhed and even: 
deſtroyed multitudes of godly men, for not con- 
forming to things which the impoſers themſelves 
have confeſſed indifferent. 


I hope I have ſaid enough to diſengage you from 


all ſchiſmatical combinations, and intimate the Ca- 
tholic ſpirit, which I would have to be exerciſed in 
the whole progreſs of your miniſtry. Catholiciſm 
without popery, is the title of an eflay, which 
therefore I particularly commend unto you 5 
ruſal of. 


Finally. As it muſt be the grand aim of your 
miniſtry, to propagate the piety of the everlaſting 
goſpel ; and though vain men may boaſt what they 
will of this or that being the beſt conſtituted 
church in the world, and celebrate their own ad- 
mirable conſtitution; yet that ſhould be eſteemed 
by you the beſt conſtituted church, in which the 
piety of the "grand evangelical maxims is moſt 


animated 


| 
| 
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animated and exhibited ; and that the beſt con. 
tution, which 1s moſt calculated for the cultivation 
of this indiſputable piety : ſo, I would have you 


go forth to it under a ſtrong tincture of this ap- 


prehenſion, that a church which makes the terms 
of communion very different from terms of falya- 
tion, and excludes from any means of ſalvation, or 
from any due expreſſions of brotherly-kindneſs, 
thoſe whom it is a duty to acknowledge as brethren 
in Chriſt, is guilty of an iniquity, againſt which 
all good men ought to bear a teſtimony. 


There are concurring with you, hundreds of 
thouſands of generous minds, in which this ap- 
prehenſion lies now ſhut up as an Aurum fulmi- 
nans: but it will break forth more and more, as 
the day approaches, and as men improve in manly 


religion, in exploſions that will carry all before 
it: and the mean, little, narrow ſouls, that know 
no religion but that of a party, and their ſecular |} 


intereſt, will become deſerted objects for the diſ- 
dain and pity of them who have taken the way 
that is above them. I hope you will do all you 
can to ſtrengthen your brethren, as God ſhall give 
you (and may he give you !) opportunities. 


To have done: my concern to ſee you a divine 
of the right ſtamp, will not permit me to conclude, 
_ without 
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without one little piece of over weight added unto 
the advice that has been given you. 


Having eſtabliſhed yourſelf in found theology, 
by reading ſuch ſyſtems as I have already told you 
of ; unto which I cannot but now tell you, an ad- 
mirable Turretine ſhould. be annexed, as one hardly 
to be equalled: nor is Cocceius de Foedere to be 
omitted: (if I ſaid nothing of P. Martyr, and of 
Polanus, and of Muſculus, and of Bucanus, and of 
Urſinus, and of Effenius, and of the Theſes Salmu- 
rienſes, and ſeveral more, it was not becauſe I 
deſpiſed them, nor would I have you to do fo. 
However I allow you to make that interpretation 
of my filence about thoſe whom they call the 
ſchoolmen : among whom, if you have the ſum of 
Aquinas, you have the ſum of all that I ſhall com- 
mend unto you :) now beſtow ſome reading on a 
few books, which refer to the Chriſtian aſcetics, 
and which teach the orthodox pietiſm ; and which 
are deſigned peculiarly to kindle and cheriſh the 
life of God in the ſoul of man. Read particularly 
T. a Kempis's De Imitatiane Ghriſti; Gerhard's 
Meditationes ; Beſoldus's Axiomata Philiſaphiæ Chriſ- 
liane; Spener's De Natura & Gratiaz and Voe- 
tius's De Exercitiis Pietatis. I ſtop here, as I have 
done heretofore, for that reaſon, Diſcentem onerat 
rerum turba, non inſtiuit. T wiſh that you may 


feel 
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feel good impreſſions from theſe ; and that what 


has been called the Apotheofis Chriſtiana, may be 


what you ſhall thus arrive unto. 
reer 
9 N l.. 


RULES F HEALTH. | 


1 HAVE yet more to do; I may not leave you, 


till J leave a few rules of health with you; 
which I ſhall do with the utmoſt brevity. 


Having firſt encouraged you to cultivate an inti- 
mate acquaintance with ſome wiſe and good phy- 
fician, who may have the continual inſpection of 
your health, in your friendly converſation with 
him, I will defend you with the enſuing admo- 
nitions. 


I. The moſt acute phyſicians find themſelves 
compelled, with our Cheyne, unto this general 
direction. The grand ſecret and ſole method for 


long life, and ſo for the health which will befriend 


and ſweeten it, is to keep the blood and juices in 
a ſtate of due fluidity. And nothing will do this, 
but keeping much to a ſpare, lean, fluid fort of a 
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diet. All who live long, and without much pain, 
and after ſuch a life at length die eaſily, are ſuch 
as live abſtemiouſly. 


II. Borellus has a remark en many ſtudents 
falling into a conſumption, that it often proceeds, 
A fumo candelarum hauſto in muſes undiq; clauſis. 


You will undergo the leſs of this hazard, if you 
mind the report of Manlius ; Ego multos periculoſos 
mirbas et miſerias hujus corpuſcult mei vito, hac unica 
 ratione, quad ſemper utor diligentia, cito eundi cubitum. 


III. The Medicina Gymnaſtica has done mira- 
culous things. Bodily exerciſe profits, but no ex- 

erciſe comparable to that of moderate riding; 
_ whereof, the reaſon why we find no more in the 

preſcriptions of the ancients (though Galen has a 
chapter about it) for the recovery of the feeble, is 
becauſe they were ſo ſimple as to ride without ſtir- 
rups. The ſaddle is the ſeat of health. As for 
games which exerciſe the ſpirit and not the body, 
particularly, the noble and ancient game of cheſs ; 
theſe are by no means proper for a ſtudent. 


IV. It is an obſervation of that great man, the 

Lord Verulam, Nihil magis conducit ad ſunitatem et 

lngevitatem, quam crebræ et domeſticæ pargationes. A 
Et - -- famly.-. 
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family purge now and then taken, may be of ſervice 
to you. Pillule Ruff, eſpecially when chalybeated, 
with adding about a third part of Sal Martis; or 
elſe a bottle of anniſeed water, with a dram of 
two of rhubarb ſteeped in it; theſe you may con- 
OY have LOI at hand for this purpole. 


V. Vander Heiden has not SI an hundredth 


part of the virtues in cold water. I tender you the 


advice which the aged ſervant of God gave to his 
valued ſon, drink not only water; but uſe a little 
wine for thy ſtomach's ſake. And yet I would 
ſay, upon drinking a glaſs of generous wine, often 


take a glaſs of water. And if the beer they bring 


you be too ſtrong, dilute it with putting a ſufficient 
quantity of water into it. But never take water, 
or any thing elſe, cold, when you are hot with 


labour. There is death in the pot. 


When you have run the hazard of diſturbing 
your ſtomach with ingurgitations from a full table, 
a draught of cold water will do good like a me- 
dicine, 


Going to bed, and ſweating from a large draught 
of cold water, not only ſtops and cures a cold, but 
alſo often extinguiſhes a fever at-the beginnung. 


Daily 
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Daily to waſh your head and mouth with cold 

water, is a practice that cannot be too much com- 

| mended ; if it were only for "Og you from the 
UW tooth-ache. 


For a frequency in the uſe of the liquors, which 
they call ſpirits, be as afraid of it as you would be 
of a familiarity with evil ſpirits. 


VI. When you go to infeQtious places, one of 
the beſt things you can do, is to hold and chew a 
bit of myrrh in your mouth. 


VII. To feed much on falt-meats, will not be 
for your ſafety. Indeed, if leſs fleſh were eaten, 
and more of the vegetable and farinaceous food 
were uſed, it were better. The milk-diet is for 
the moſt part ſome of the wholeſomeſt in the 
world! and not the leſs wholeſome for the cocoa · 
nut giving a little tincture to it. 


ing 
le, VIII. Shall I ſmoke tobacco? Anſwer; Be 
ne- ſure not, if I can help it. Or let Alſted anſwer 
for me. Maximus ſabaci abuſus eſt, quotidians ejus 
| uſu, ſemetipſos, et bonas horas perdere, et ex cerebro, 
- nentis nobilifſima ſede, caminum et chacam efficere, 


In the duchy of Berguen, people may not ſmoke 
without purchaſing a licence for it. If you were 
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to purchaſe of me a licence for it, I know not 


how high terms I ſhould hold you to. If you 
vant an hydragogue, there 1s one preferable in 
chewing ſome ſuch thing as a bit of maſtich; 
which would alſo whiten your teeth and ſweeten 


your breath, which tobacco poiſons. If once you 
get into the way of ſmoaking, there will be ex. 
treme hazard of your becoming a ſlave to the pipe; 


and ever inſatiably craving for it. People may 


think what they will, but ſuch a ſlavery is much 


below the dignity of a rational creature; and much 
more of a gracious Chriſtian. I am ſure, what 


the great Voetius writes upon it is very true; Mi. 


mime convenit viris honeſtis et gravibus, nominatim 
miniſtris et miniſterii candidatis. There can be no 
zpology for your taking up the ſlovenly practice, 
and the pains that muſt be taken to conquer the 
poiſon, if you. are not well adviſed and aſiured that 
your health requires it, But I ſhall only recite 


What you will find in two very conſiderable writers, 


that you may form the better judgment upon it. 
The one of theſe writers is Magnenus; who 


though he be a mighty friend to the uſe of tobacco, 


yet acknowledges, * That it is not ealy to. relate 


* what are the damages, which the incrdinate and 


immoderate uſe of this fume does bring with it; 
for beſides the inſatiable and greedy luſt of taking 


it, by it's daily uſe, the Memory is impaired, the 


© ſtomach 
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' ſtomach violated, the brain exiccated, and the 
life ſhortened, and the offspring damnified.“ Yea, 
he lays this down as an undoubted aſſertion ; that 
the frequent and familiar uſe of it, can be good for 
po man. The other is our Gale, who from his 
own experience taxes the ſmoke of tobacco with 
very noxious qualities: he ſays, Ie found it 
made more humours than it brought away; and 


© though it opened his. body for the preſent, it 


proved in that very thing a prejudice afterwards ; 


and nature was but the more ſluggiſh and feeble 


anon, for the force in this way put upon it.“ He 
ſays, * At laſt J came under a fixed reſolution to 


deliver myſelf from this vaſſalage ; and this I 


account not the leaſt deliverance of my life.“ 
And yet after all, J am not fo inflexibly ſet, as 
utterly to deny you the uſe of tobacco, if you are 


ſure of any benefit from it. Only I inſiſt upon it, 
that you be (if I may uſe a phraſe, that if it may 
ſeem to treſpaſs upon good ſenſe, it thall yet have 
as much as the thing J write againſt) exceſſively 
moderate in it. And if you are growing ſo wiſe 


as to retrench and reform any intemperance in it, 


which you may have been unawares drawn into, 


do it not at once, but by degrees, leſt by too quick 
a ſtop to an uſual diſcharge, your health may be 


endangered. But upon the whole, if you have 


utherto eſcaped this epidemical contagion, and 
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are not yet a ſettled inhabitant of the Terra Det 
Fuego, I cannot adviſe you in better terms than 


thoſe; it is good for you to abide even as you are; 
and if you may be kept free, chuſe it rather; yea, 


my ſon, if ſmokers entice thee, conſent thou not. 
It js good advice ; and if you take it, you will one 
day thank him that gave it. 


But if I am againſt your taking tobacco in 
fmoke, you may be ſure I ſhall not approve your 


taking it in ſnuff. How ſhameful a thing it is, 


for people of reaſon to confeſs, that they cannot 
live eaſily half an hour together without a delight 
fo ſenſual, ſo trivial, ſo very contemptible as that 


ef tickling their olfactory nerves a little; and even 


bury themſelves alive in pungent grains of titi]- 


lating duſt? A learned phyſician of the French 
nation will tell you how many diſeaſes of the 


Genus nerv:ſum do iſſue out of that Pandora's box, 


from whence the pinch of ſnuff is taken. A Quin- 


cey will tell you how wretchedly it ſpoils the ap- 
petite. And a Cheyne will tell you, how much 
the eyes as well as the ſtomach fare the worſe for 
it. You may dream, that the paſſage through the 
os cribriforme will not permit the groſs powder of 
your ſnuff to enter into your brain ; yet ſome very 
thin and fine parts of it will find their way thither. 
And what miſchiefs muſt noeds follow a brain ſo 

pPoiſoned! 
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poiſoned ? Nay, one would think that the great 


ſnuff. takers had their brain already touched; or they 


could not be fo obſtinately and incurably attached 


unto an evil habit, which their folly has brought 


upon them. A very juſt motto for the ſnuff- box 


might be, A leader to the coffin, If it be offered 


you, away with it! I fay again, away with it! 


IX. A knight of my acquaintance viſiting the 
famous Dr. Lower, in his laſt ſickneſs, aſked him 
for the beſt advice he could give him, how to pre- 
ſerve his health and prolong his life; the doctor 
only anſwered him, DO NOT EAT TOO Muc! 


After ſome other diſcourſe, the knight not ima- 


gining that the doctor had thoroughly anſwered 


his inquiry, repeated it. The doctor thereupon 


only repeated his anſwer; why, did not I tell you, 
do not eat too much !—and, further ſaid not. Sir 
Theodore Mayern on his death-bed gave this ad- 


vice to a noble friend that aſked his council for 


the preſervation of his health. Be moderate in 
your diet; uſe much exerciſe and little phyſic. I 


would have added, guard againlt injurious changes 


of the weather; and eſpecially be expoſed unto the 
vight-airs as little as may be. 


X. Baglivi is not the only gentleman who has 
oblexved, how much tranquility and ſerenity of the 
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mind contributes unto the health. Hofman, in 


his treatiſe Des Moyens de vivre Longtemps, has ob- 
ſerved, that in the way of keeping the mind quiet, 
the fear of the Lord tends unto life. An holy 
and an eaſy mind, is the moſt healthful thing 
under heaven: the moſt potent prophylactic in all 
the world. I need ſay no more. 


Only this. For ever ol/ta nn. any 


ſickneſs comes upon you, be ſure to be ſick ſoon 


enough. Maladies taken at the beginning may 
be eaſily and preſently conquered; when delays 
are dangerous. And if you are upon a recovery 
from any malady, be not well too ſoon. 


ey 


— SEIHISIISASISES SERIE. 
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Rurzs and MAxIMS of PRUDENCE. 


1 HAVE now no more to do; but only ſingle 


out a few rules of prudence, the obſervation : 


| Whercof may be your preſervation from very many 


wrong ſteps, in the way you have now before you, 
It coſt the Pruilians the trouble of a war, before 
they uld Gblige thor ; ncighbours to call t tem no 
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nin but Pruſſos, which ſignifies, it ſeems, 2a 


prudent people. I wifh it may coſt you no more 


trouble than only a little reading of, and thinking 


on, certain maxims of prudence to render you one 


of that people. I ſhall not ſay, how much it has 
coſt me, and what a dear-bought experience it is, 


that has enabled me to recommend them. 


I will firſt ſuppoſe, that you take that courſe of 
piety, if any lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of God: 


and, that you ſtudy the book of the Proverbs, 


which our Bible is enriched withal. I will alſo 
wiſh you to read the Lord Verulam's Eſſays. And 


Iwill mind you, that one has lately written a book 


to ſhew, that wiſdom lies in the not doing that 


which may any way prejudice human ſociety, of 


which we are a part; but on the contrary make 
all our actions tend to the benefit of it. Then I 
will offer you ſuch hints as theſe. 


I. The Italian maxims are no imprudent ones. 
One muſt not ſpend all he hath; nor do all he can; 
nor tell all he knows; nor believe all he hears. 


And there is a ſentence of a Greek poet, worthy 
„ be rem-rbered with you ; which in plain Eng- 
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II. It is a leſſon worth more than an ingot of 
gold, which one who ſaw many things, has leſt 
for what is to be uttered in company; Bis prius 
ad limam quam ſemel ad lingium. Think before 
you ſpeak ; think before whom you ſpeak ; think 


why as well as what you ſpeak. And remember, 
Fi multiloquio flultiloquium ; and, Leaſt ſaid ſooneſt 
mended. 


It is a very prudent remark ; if one obſerves 
theſe three ſmall imperatives, audi, cerne, face, he 
will need no other paſſport for travelling over the 


world. You will have a good note of wiſdom, 


with two ſatellites to it, in my reciting to you the 


obſervations of a very diſcrete man, who ſaid; he 


had often got hurt by eating too much ; rarely by 
eating too little: often got hurt by wearing too 
few cloaths; rarely by wearing too many: often. 


8 got hurt by ſpcabing; rarely by holding his tongue. 


III. You find Homer aſſigning that as the rea- 


ſon, which made his Patroclus to be univerſally 
laniented at his death, he knew how to be good- 


natured unto all men. You may come to be 
almoſt univerſally beloved while you live, if your 
good nature and good humour; which no nation 
or language but our's has a proper term for ) ap- 
pear in continual demonſtrations, which will ſatisfy 

every 
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eyery one; that you ſhall delight in doing all good - 
offices which they can defire of -you; and that if 
you ſee or hear any thing diſreputable in them, you 
will generouſly caſt and keep a mantle over it. 


IV. I have heard one fay, that there was a gen= 
tleman in the nineteenth chapter of the Acts, ts: 


whom he was more indebted, than to any man in 


the world. This was he, whom our tranſlation 


calls the town-clerk of Epheſus ; whoſe councił 
it was, to do nothing raſhly, Upon any propoſal 
of conſequence, it was an uſual ſpeech with him, 


We will firſt adviſe with the town-clerk of Ephe- 
ſys. One in a fond compliance with a friend, 
forgetting the town-clerk, may do that in haſte 
which he may repent at leiſure ; may do what may 
coſt him ſeveral hundreds of pounds, beſides trou- 


bles which he would not have undergone ſor thou= 
ſands, 


V. Let the judges motto be your's, Prudens 
qui patiens, You will for ever find, the wrath of 
man works not the righteouſneſs of God. And, 
there is nothing done ſo well in a paſſion, but what 
may be done better eut of it. There is a con- 
ſpicuous wiſdom in meekneſs. If you find your 
ſpirit heated in diſcourſe at any time, now, now, 


is a time for the bridle; J will take heed to my 


Ways 
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ways, that I ſin not with my tongue. There is 
danger leſt a Moſes himſelf ſpeak unadviſedly with 
his lips, when his anger is moved. Suppreſs ra- 
ther than expreſs too warm reſentments, whatever 
be the provocations. There will be nothing loſt 
by doing ſo.— Motos præſtat componere fluctus. 


VI. If you feel a violent impulſe hurrying you 
into an eager purſuit of any matter, be jealous, be 
afraid leſt you be led into temptation. Examine it 
over and over again; and be, upon a moſt ſedate 
weighing of the matter, well aſſured, that it i? 
what will not be repented of. 


VII. Let it be as a law of the Medes and Per- 
| Gans with you, that you will never ſacrifice any 
hours of a ſhort life in contentions; eſpecially in 
perſonal contentions, and quarrels and ſquabbles, 
and vitilitigations. Abundance of fin will be un- 
avoidably committed in them ; and the game will 
not pay for the candle. Remit rather of much 
right, which you may have a claim unto, than 
contend for it. This is the meaning of, Let your 
moderation he known unto all men. In uſing an 
uncomraon lenity and forbearance, and condeſcen- 
ſion, under unfair uſages, you will find the Lord 
is at hand; ready in ſtrange ways to make you re- 
paration for the wrongs that men have done you. 
= Yea, 
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Yea, why may you not look on the peace you pur- | 
chaſe TY it, as a fulkcient reparation ? | , | 


VIII. Sometimaos a vindication may be neceila- 


ry. In what caſes !-—"Vifdom will be profitable 


to dir : % But if it be at any time whiſpered 
unto hon, that ary one has deſpiſed you, derided 
you, {poken diminutively of yon; the beſt way, 
for the moſt part, is, for you to take no more no- 
tice of it, than a great man (a Theodoſius) would 
have done of ſuch a contempt caſt upon him. Let 
them that have abuſed you know nothing that you 
know any thing of the matter, For ſuch is the 
baſeneſs of many people, that (meaſuring you by 
themſelves) they will hate you, becauſe you know 
that they have hurt you; and they will perfiit. 1 
their hatred, which they muſt juſtify, becauſe they 
imagine that you cannot forgive them. W hereas 
if you be ſilent, and as one that hears not, God 
will probably reward your patient filence, by 
making thoſe very perſons anon prove ſome ef the 
molt cordial and uſeful friends you have in the 
world. 


IX. Do not uſe your pen, and loſe your time, 


in eriſtic writings, any more than unquè ſlionable 
duty and prudence makes to be abſolutely neceſſary. 


Writing upon a point, and” in the way and {train 
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of controverſy, will not only haye a tendency to 
diſcompoſe the peace of your mind, but miſerably 
divert the ſtudies of a ſhort pilgrimage, from ſuch 
things as would be much more profitable for your- 
ſelf and others. Anon, the grand point of the 
controverſy will be, only who has moſt wit or 
grace of the two, you, or your antagoniſt. A 
mighty buſineſs! If Jerom were pleaſed in an 
heQtoring way to forewarn his opponents, that he 

was cornuta beſtia: Thope you will not be ſo. 


X. If calumnious quills have publicly ſcratched 
you,—An reſpondendum ſemper calumniis*—No. 
Look as far back as two thouland years ago, and 
you will find even a Plato giving a pattern to a 
Chriſtian, in his declining to take any notice of 
the invectives which a Xenophon had uſed upon 
him, It may be, the fcribblers are ſorry ſcoundrels, 
and ſuch vile children of Shets, as it is beneath you 
to let them know that you have ſo much as read 
their follies. Or be they what they will, for the 
molt part, thebeſt way will be to ſhine on, regard- 
leſs of what the bats and owls may mutter againſt 
you. Or, if that metaphor be too ſublime, let me 
ſay, at leaſt as the moon among the leſſer fires, 
keep a ſteady face, walking in your brightneſs, not- 
withſtanding the unregardable allatrations of your 
adverſaries, If they perſecute you with libels, it 
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is a notable hint, that Le Clerc has given you. 


Inſtead of anſwering them, write ſuch learned and 


uſeful books as will be of perpetual ſervice to man- 
kind. Theſe will procure ſuch a caſting and laſt- 
ing teſtimony for you, that there will need no 
more to make a man ill thought of, than this; 
that he was a Therſites to you, and one that wrote 
againſt you. Theſe books will be durable monu- 
ments of your valuable and honourable character, 
when the libels of theſe poor animalculicuncles 


will periſh among the waſte paper, which the ha- 


berdaſhers of (mall wares have occaſion for. 


0 + 


And if any preacher ſhould be ſo impertinent as 


to have any girds at you in the pulpit, remember 


the advice of the ſweet-ſpirited Melancthon to 


Vitus Theodorus, when the hot-ſpirited Ofiander 
had preached againſt himz I charge you, do not 
anſwer the man; hold your peace; go on in your 

miniſtry as if you had heard nothing |—The gen- 


tleman ſoon found his account in hear kening tO his 
candid adviſer. 


That what J am driving may ſtick, you ſal! 
have it in the form of two old ruſty nails; the one, 


Magnum centumelice remedium negligeatia; the other, 
Sile, et funeſtum dediſti 5 am. | 


* 7 


242 Tuer ANGELS PREPARING 


FP wicked a fellow as ever polluted a pen, yet 
has this paſſage worth tranſcribing from him, while 
Kis name is not worth mentioning. * The malice 
of ill tongues caſt upon a good man, is only like 
* a mouthful of ſmoke, blown npon a diamond, 


which though it clouds it's beauty for the preſent, 


s yet it is eaſily rubbed off, and the gem reſtored, 


With little trouble, to it's genuine luſtre.” But 


an honeſter Pagan than he, has told you, Perdif 
hominis profligatique maledictis, nullius gloria digni- 


taſa; ne Old Cicero tells you ſo. 


XI. Be ſociable. But throw away as little time 
as ever you can, upon the temporis fures ; eſpecially 


upon impertinent company. Keep company; but 
let it be chiefly with ſuch as are your ſuperiors; | 


your familiarity with whom will be — and 


ſerviceable to you. 


XII. While you are yet in your younger years 


be always furniſhed with a ſtock of weighty and 
uſeful queſtions. By wiſely and humbly offering 
theſe, and with the modeſty of one deſiring to be 
inſtructed, you may commonly lead the converſa- 


tion, even with your ſuperiors, and almoſt neceſſi- 
tate a profitable converſation, You may be, as R. 
Jeremy was called, the maſter of the queſtions. 


A diſcretion in this point is a diſtinguiſhing thing. 


—_ 
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But whenever you are -arguing, ordinarily propoſe | 
every thing rather ſocratically than dogmatically. 
Be not politive 3 much leſs clamorous ; leaſt of all 


furious. But keep up an air of modeſty, and earry 
on your diſcourſe in the form of proper queſtions; 

and as one willing to be inſtructed by him whom 
you are diſputing with. It is an excellent wiſdom 
this, to argue e 


XI It. Find out ſome very wiſe, and fome very 


good perſon, whom you may chuſe to make, what 
we call a boſom friend. But be very careful of 
your choice; for a faithful friend who can find? 


When you-have ſuch an one, aſk his advice in all 
matters of importance. Nevertheleſs, even here 


keep your ſtops, as to truſting him with ſuch ſe- 


crets as may put'it into his power to hurt you. 
At leaſt, rarely commit any ſecrets to any perſons, 


but ſuch as may have it as much for their intereſt | 


as it is for your's to +56: dean ſo. 


k 


bleſſing a friend with a loud voice, riſing early in 
the morning. There is a marvellous wiſdom, as 


well as goodnels, in ſpeaking well of every one, 


as far as we can, on all occaſions, and even watch- 
wg for all occaltons to do ſo, And evil ſpeaking 
2 2 has 


XIV. Lay hands any on no man! There is 
in the wiſdom of the ancients, a caution againſt 
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has an indi ſcretion as well. as indecency in it; for 
the very birds of the air ſtrangely report the mat- 
ter. But yet there is often a want of wiſdom, in 
our being either too copious, or too early in our 
eommendations ; too high or too quick. You may 
ſooner than you think for ſee your commendations 
confuted ; and be' obliged (as even Calvin once) 
to revoke your dedications. oh 


Qualem commendes etiam atg; etiam aſpice. 


XV. Let no man of quality engage you, and 
attach you ſo far to his intereſts, that you ſhall run 
the hazard of abating the ſucceſs of your miniſtry, 
and abridging your opportunities to do good unto 
many, upon his account, You will find ſuch men, 
what the oracles of God foretel you ſhall, when 
you put your truſt in them. They will ſoon fall 
eut with you, if you do not keep touch with them 

in all their deſigns; and when you ceaſe to be 
their tool, they will moſt forgetfully and ungrate- 
fully abandon you. Nor will it be wiſdom in 
you, to go any further in appearing for any go- 
vernment, (as the world now goes!) than duty 
calls you to it.—If you do,—I can tell how you 
fhall be requited for it! If any factions ariſing in 
the commonwealth ſolicit your embarkation in 
them. keep cloſe to the - buſineſs of your RW 
an 
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and ſay, I am doing a great work, fo that I can- 
not come down; why ſhould the work ceaſe, 
while leave it and come down to you? To bea_ 


ſtate martyr —1t is what I cannot adviſe you to 


be ambitious of. I have nothing to fay for ſuch 
a crown of martyrdom. Yet thus much I inſiſt 


upon: be fure to keep for ever loyal and faithful 
to the Proteſtant line, for the Britiſh ſceptre. 


XVI. Gain by every thing! let reproaches make 
you conſider, to what excellent virtue and action, 
would he that has bidden this to befal me, thereby 
awaken me? Yea, let all diſaſters make you con- 
fider, - what admonition does my God now ſend 
unto me ? . | 


XVII. If you have laid up an inexhauſtible 
ſtore of ſtories, accommodated unto all the pur- 
poſes of the profitable and the agreeable, and have 
the {kill of telling them handſomely, and with 
a deliberate, expreſſive, unſtumbling brevity, and 


produce them on many occaſions, you may not 


only ingratiate yourſelf wherever you make your 
appearance, but alfo obtain almoſt any requeſt 
that you ſhall make one of them a witty introduc- 
tion to. The precious ſtones that every one ſets 
2 value on, are called plcaſant ſtones. But let 
not your pleaſantry degenerate into any unbecom- 
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ing levity. For ever ſo regulate it, and ſo mode- 
rate it, that it may gracefully terminate in the 
moſt ſerious diſcourſe, and if it may be, in the in- 
eulcation and inſinuation of ſome ſerious maxim, 
which may be good for the uſe of edifying.. 


XVIII. In public tranſactions, and eſpecially 
when any thing is driving, about which the people 
of God may be divided in their ſentiments, let 
Mere be a continual terror of God upon you, leſt 
you unawares fall in with ſomething that may be 
inimical or detrimental to the kingdom of God: 
continually ſuſpicious, leſt ſome ſtratagem of Sa- 
tan may draw you into, ſomething that may gratify 
that great adverſary. For example ; things may 
look very plauſtbly, and there may ſeem a laudable 
regard paid unto peace, and. love, and charity in 
them; and yet it may be a proſtituted charity, 
which going ſo far as to- embrace thoſe for bre- 
threm in. Chriſt, who are enemies to him, it may 
prove a treachery to the moſt glorious cauſe in the 
world. And ſo there was once in the low coun- 
tries, that preſſed under the name of moderation, 
which others found and called, murderation. 


Be very thoughtful, and very prayerful on ſuch: 
occaſions. 985 


XIX. 
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XIX. It may not be. amiſs for you to have two 


heaps. An heap of unintelligibles, and an. heap of 


incurables. Ever now and then you will meet with 
ſomething or other that may pretty much diſtreſs 
your thoughts; but the ſhorteſt way with, the 
vexations will be, to throw them into the heap 


they belong to, and be no more diſtreſſed about 
them. 


Lou will meet with ſome unaccountable and 
incomprehenſible things ; particularly, in the con- 


duct of many people. Throw them into your 


heap of UNINTELLIGIBLES; leave them there.. 
Trouble your mind no further; hope the beſt, or 
think. no more about them.. 


You will meet with ſome unperſuadable people ;. 


no counſel, no reaſon will do any thing upon the 


obſtinates: eſpecially as to the making of due ſub- 
miſſions upon offences. Throw them into the 
heap of IN cuRABLES; leave them there. And ſo 
do you go on to do as well as you can, what you 
have to do. Let not the crooked things that can- 
not be made ſtrait encumber you. 


XX. It is a treſpaſs on the rules of prudence, 


never to know when to have done. Wherefore, I 
have done!. | 


\ 


And 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
{ 
| 
| 
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And now, go thy way, O thon fon greatly be- 
loved; and work in thy lot livelily, and prayer- 
fully, and chearfully to the end of thy days; and 
wait and look for what the glorious Lord will do 
for thee at the end of thy days; in thoſe endleſs 


joys, wherein thou ſhalt ſhine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament, and as the ftars for ever and ever. 


Audendum eft, ut illuſtrata veritas pateat, multique 
ab errore liberentur. - LACTANT.. 
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FILII, quum legiſſet, Gratulatio, 


8 1 N. 


F life conſiſt rather in works than years, 
Your age great as Methuſela's appears. 
As ſparkling ſtars along the milky way, 
Your works, for number ſuch, and luſtre, they! 
To know and do ſo many things! go tell, 
O Plutarch, where to find a parallel! 
I read, I ſearch; to meet him 1 deſpair; 


Or fit down with a wond'rous Hottinger. 


If thoſe by Mofes taught his ſons are ſtil d; 
Then we will, each of us, be call'd your child. 
But though to you all ſo obliged are, 


I moſt am bleſs'd with your peculiar care. 


And therefore now my gratitude to ſhew, 
And ſpeak my ſenſe, my willing numbers flow. 
As the ſwoln ſtream ſweeps over banks and 
bounds, 
Foams o'er the fields, and 1 away the mounds ; 4 
So the expreſſions of a grateful mind, 
Move, roll, and ſwell, and ſcorn to be eonlin'd. 


Sure 
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| A ring, t that I, with your great image there, > 
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Sure ſome celeſtial gueſt approv'd this theme, 
Laid the deſign, and drew the happy ſcheme ; 
For O! how rich the treatiſe, and how fine! 
Through it what ſweet variety does ſhine ! 


Near this bleſt Ophir's gold looks dim and pale, 


And Hybla's honey does of fweetneſs fail. 

Ye angels, therefore, now to found prepare 

— Your praiſes, Sir, the chearful choir declare. 
Not as a lamp lodg'd in a grave, you live, 


But far and near your heay' nly influence give. 


So the fair moon thro” the high heav'ns does roll, 


And ſpread her ſacred light from pole to pole. 


What barks below the ftill diſdains to mind, 
And ſtately moves the courſe for her delign'd. 
And fo the bright diſpenſer of the day, 


Pours forth his beams, and marches on his way; .; | 


While fons of darkneſs, dazzled by the fi ght, 2885 
Vex at the day, and fly the tovely fg 

Light of the weſtern churches, neer have done: 
Of bats and ſnails regardleſs flill ſhine an ! 


To ſtop your tight, if any ſuch defire ; 


They ſhall but figh their malice—and expire. 
O! may I ſtill enjoy your prayer and care, 


As Scipio's ſon mayn't be forbid to wear. 
And may I, by your manuduction led, 
Ever in your high paths of ſervice tread. 
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Well's Sacred Geography. 


Mat. Prideaux's Introduction for Reading: alt Sorts | 
of Hiſtory, 


Whiſton's Chronology. 


Spanheim's Introduc᷑tio ad Hiſtoriam Victim: 
The Chriſtian Philofopher, by Dr. Mather, 


' Whitlock's Memorials, both Volumes. 


Fulter's Worthies of England. 15 


Leigh's Critica Sacra, both Parts. 


Charnock's Works. 

Flavel's Works. 

Pool's Annotations. 

Strong on the Covenant. 

Polhil's Speculum Theologiæ i in Chriſto, 

The Leyden Synopfis Purioxis Theotogiz. 
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Tue Common-Place Book to the Holy Scriptures. 
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þ 4 TxansLATION of the Latin PHRASES and 
h SENTENCES; andan EXPLANATION of difficult 


[ Wosrps, occurring in the mne Work. 
1 ee 
|: I IVE mindful of death, d 
N Every thing elſe will be but dying. 64 
| 5 — life muſt not be reckoned by years, * 
' by deeds, 6 +, e 
Alas, 1 am ever unwiſe! 2 „ : 66 
h To uſe God, and enjoy the creatures; that is, 
I to make God the means, and the creatures 
i our end; inſtead of uſing the creatures as 
| means, and ſeeking happineſs from God only, 67 
| Glory to God alone, - I 3 
i He wrote much for himſelf, and his own repu- 
4 tation; and perhaps ſometimes to ſatisfy his 
Rungger, — . 
A lawful ſubordination of ends in view, 70 
Imre Binah, that i is, the wores. of underſtand- 
. V 
Thus live - - 71 


All things are to be done with reſpect to PR C 
glory of God, that, though the a& of this 
zntentian be not always preſent, yet all ſhould 
| | proceed. 


| | PAGE, 
preceed from this habit, and fixed general 
purpoſe ; but yet the actual intention, and 
the frequent repetition of it, is very uſeful, 
for it preſerves the conſcience calm, and ren- 
ders the mind joyful, and more aCtive and 
circumſpect in the work itſelf, through a 
conſciouſneſs of it's ſincere intention, — 80 
Verticordious ;—heart-turning, — 3 
What an artiſt, and yet I periſh! = - $6 
The unlearncd ariſe and take heaven by force, 
while we, with our learning, are plunged 
into ell, - VVV 
bat Min | 


Either more learned, OT better, - - BY 
To him that hath ſhall be given, - 9s 
Whoever will, may abound in riches for me; 

let my abundance conſiſt in my works, ibid. 


Your eye directed to the inark, - - 2 
V/lo defire to learn, that they may benefit 
others, — - - ibid. 
Never could approve of an oration of Cicero's, 
nor hear it without diſdain, - " 09 
The things that are excellent are difficult, 99 


That J have ſcarcely taſted Hebrew learning, 100 
3 hey may be ſo obſerved in an hour or two, as 

to acquire a knowledge of them, ſufficient 

for one's whole life, - 
Morology ; that i is, fooliſh ſpeaking, 
f 


11 


PAGE, 


Logomachy; that is, ſtrifes about words, 106 
The art of thinking, = 1 107 
The refuſe of all learning, 5 

Impiety according to art, - - ibid. 
Of decorum, or good behaviour, — 109 
Poems abound every where, . 5 1 
Wine of demons, = - = 116 


Which are now fallen into diſuſe, - 118 
All that time is to be accounted loſt, which is 
ſpent in the natural philoſophy of the Peri- 
patetics; all things therein are ſo ſilly and 
fooliſh, - - - 121 
That wonderful man, - — 12 
I could wiſh there were many more preachers 
to be found of the ſame ſort ; perhaps they 
would have a more e and ſolid 
judgment, - - ibid. 
Speaking fooliſhly 1 in the 8 - 129 
Cometomancy; that is, the fearful apprehen- 


ſion of the effects of comets, — 130 
The library of travellers and voyagers, 132 
Have compaſſion, O God! on this vaſt ſinful, 

and periſhing world, . — 13 


In the ſweet ſounding hymns of the church, 134 
The light of truth; the life of memory; the 


governeſs of life, n. 
The marrow of Engliſh hiſtory, - £27 
Many things moſt falſe and unworthy, 140 


2, He 
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PAGE, - 


He that wide eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, what does 


he read but the vices of biſhops? — 143 


A library of all chriſtian antiquity, compiled 
with incredible diligence, the utmoſt fidelity, 
and in the moſt uſeful method, — 144 

Alſted.— The letters of his name, in Latin, 
Alſledius, make Sedulitas, that is, Dili- 


gence, - - - 149 
Daly memorandum books, - — 152 
No day without a line, — N ibid. 


Aſcetics, — exerciſes of fervent devotion and 
mortification, „ 1 
Ile rejoiced more in having uttered any thing 
in the church, which might conduce to it's 
edification, than in the higheſt glory or 
power among men, 7” - 159 
Prepare yourſelf for the preſſures, „ 
Colaphizations, —buffettings, repeated beat- 
ings, till one is black and blue, „ 
A good textuary, — 5 — 263 
Poriſmatic way, — the way of drawing general 
rules from the ſolution of particular pro- 
blems, = — 85 ibid., 
Peruſe it, peruſe i it, for i it contains every thing, 1 64 
Having firſt offered up pious prayers, let them 
obſerve with devout attention, the diſpoſi- 
tion and tendency of the ſacred Scriptures ; 


and ſtudy to imbibe the fame diſpoſition, 165 
2 2 A com 


1 
| | - PAGE, 


A commentary written without this aid (a pious 
examination of the ſacred affections [of the 
- writers]) is truly a commentary, is ſuch both 
in title and in reality; that is, ſtuffed with 
fancies of the brain, - « > 
Hermeneutic inſtruments,—inflruments of in- 
terpretation ; ; belonging to interpretations, ibid. 
Pandects. A pandect is a treatiſe that com- 


prehends the whole of any ſcience, - 167 
The ſcriptuary divine, - - 169 
Plerophorie, — the utmoſt confidence, fulleſt 

aſſurance, — = - ibid. 


I can confidently affirm of this work, that it is 
digeſted in that order, pregnant and replete 
vith ſuch a weight of matter; fraught with 

fo much, and ſuch various erudition, that [ 

know not if there was ever extant among 
the nations, any of the kind more accurate 
and elaborate, - - - 170 

With his loudeſt voice, - „ 

That he made no account of that defence of the 

truth, which was not accompanied with 


ſincere piety, and holineſs of life, — ibid. 


The manual, or pocket companion, of a chriſ- 


tian er = — 171 


Neoterick, — novel writers, or thoſe of late 
8 - - — 173 
Yon are not ſtanding before us, but before 
him, 


ö 


hed — ._Þ) 
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him, who faid, Let it be done, —and a 
world was made! - „ 190 

According as your hearers ſhall ſtand in need, 179 

Parznefis; an adimonition to the falſe goſpel- 
lers of our age concerning Chriſt, to them 


« the unknown God,” - - 181 

It will never ſuit my taſte, unleſs it reſourids 
with the name of Jeſus, = - ibid. 
No extraordinary chriſtian, = — 185 
Student, beware of ſuch an one, 186 


Selenography,—deſeription of the moon, ibid. 


Empty ſounds, without meaning, 195 


To ſpeak from a written copy, - ibid. 
There have been ſome among us, as well as 
the Greeks, who have read their orations, ibid. 
He is the beſt orator, who in ſpeaking, both 
teaches and delights, and moves the ſouls of 


his hearers, = - - 196 
Perorations, — the comthibons of your diſ- 

courſes, - - - ibid. 
The orator is known, - N 
Of catechizing the ignorant, — „ 


From every thing which you ſee and hear, learn 
to take occaſion of praying and lifting up 
the mind to God, — - 199 


Anaxios, —unworth y, — - 202 


Among the ancients, the manner of celebrating 


was 


— — — 
——— — . öö—é— — —— — 


was arbitrary; that is, variable, according 
to the wilt and diſcretion of the preacher, 203 


poverty at home, - - 205 
Weightier matters of the tet; - 211 
Eriſtic,---contentious, — — 213 
ElenQic,---tending to confutation, ö 


Cbriſtians are often deſtructive to themſelves, ibid. 
Syneretiſm, the conjunction or compariſon 


of two powers againſt a third, 2 ol. 
He who does not forbid, when he has it in his 

power, cominands, - 5 218 
Concerning fate, _ 5 ibid. 


Let us do our duty, and ” aſide diſputes about | 


predeſtination, - 2349 -- 


Ever ſafe | preſerved] by friendſhip, - ibid. 
Fulminating powder, - = 224 
A multitude of books burdens a ſcholar, in- 
Read of inſtructing him, = 223 
Chriſtian deification, = - = 226 
From breathing in the ſmoke of candles, in a 
doſe pent-up ſtudy, - - 227 
T avoid many diſcaſes and miſeries of this my 
body, by this means only, that I am always 
punctual in going early to bed, ibid. 


Medicine of exerciſe, — ibid. 
Nothing conduces more to health and longe- 
vity, than frequent family purges, - ibid. 


Ingurgt- 
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( 259 ) 


PAGE, 


Ingurgitations,——-voracity, 3 glutting, 


gluttony, - - - 2.28 
Great is the abuſe of tobacco; by it's 57 uſe 


to deſtroy ourſelves and our precious time, 
and to turn the brain, the moſt noble ſeat of 


the mind, into a chimney and dunghill, 229 


Hydragogue,---a medicine to diſcharge watery 
humours, - 3 - 230 
[t is very unbecoming grave and ſober perſons, 


eſpecially miniſters, and candidates for the 
miniſtry. - „ i. 


Terra del Fuego, the Land of Smoke. This 


is the name of that large iſland, at the ex- 


treme point of South America, — 232 
The claſs of nervous di ſorders, = — ibid. 
 ProphylaQtic,---preſervative, - 234 

Oppoſe the beginnings, — rs © 
Twice to the file, before once to the tongue, 230 
In much ſpeaking, is feoliſh ſpeaking, ibid. 
Hear---obſerve---be ſilent, - ibid. 
datellites,---attendants, - 8 ibid. 
He is prudent, who is patient, — 237 
It is better to ſtill the raging waves, — 238 
A horned beaſt, - — 5 240 
Shall ! always anſwer calumnies, Dt ibid. 
Allatrations,---barkings at you, nm =» 


Anmalculicuncles, --- the moſt inſignificant 


animals, 5 - - 241 
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The great remedy of contempt is neglect, kat. 
Be ſilent, and you have given a deadly ſtroke, ibid. 


No man's glory or dignity is violated by the 


bad word of a n and abandoned 
man, - - - 242 


Thieves of time, = 1555 — ibid. 


Socratically,--- after the manner of Socrates ; 
that is, by queſtion and anſwer, in the form 
of a dialogue, | — — ESL x © 


 Dogmatically,---magiſterially, poſitively, | Ng. 
Whomſoever you commend, examine again and 


again, hh. - - 244 


It is worthy to be enterpriſed, that truth may 


ſhine forth illuſtrated, and my be delivered 
from error, - - 248 


His ſon's nets addrefs, on reading the 


book, - 6 0 61 5 249 
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and the Grave, Exemplified in the Lite, Death, | 
and Spiritual Experience of Mrs. Agnes Smyth, | 
Price 18. 0d fees 

17 An Account of the Life of Silas Told, late 
Preacher of the Goſpel, containing his Wonder- 
ful Deliverances by Sea, his Hardſhips - and 
Sufferings Abroad, and after his Return, his In- 
terviews with the Maleſactors under Sentence 
of Death at Newgate, during the many Years 

of his Miniſterial Attendance _ price, fewed, 

18. 6d, or 2s neatly bound 

18 Death of Abel, 110 Food Editon, 12 mo. 18 6d 

bound f 

19 Alleine's Alarm to Unconverted Sinners, Prin 
15 Hunt -. 

20 Death and Heaven, or the laſt Enemy Con- 
quered, and Separate Spirits made Perfect, by 
Iſaac Watts, D. D. Price 18 &4und 

21 (Economy of Human Life, 2 parts, tranſlated 
from an Indian manuſcript, Price, bound, 18 

22 Free Thoughts on the Extent of the Death of 

1 the Doctrine of Reprubation, &c. weigh- 
ed in the Balance of the Sain ctuary, and found 

Wanting, by Mr. James Skinner, Miniſter of, 
the Golpel, at Cranbroke, i in Kent, Price 6d 
ewed | 

23 Fielteraft et des a 8 occaſioned by the 
Fxpulſion of Six Young Gentlemen from the 
Univertity of. Oxford, for Praying, Reading, 
&c, &c. by the Shaver, fatched in b'ue paper, 
Price 3d, 0: 25 64 per dozen 

24 Advantages and Diſadvantages of a Marriage” 


State, 
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State, as Entered into with Religious or Irre- 
ligious Perſons, very. neatly printed. Price gd, or 
ISHS 1. 3 {7 One 5 | 
25 Dialogue between the Pulpit and Reading Deſk, 
addreſſed to the. Members of the Church of 
England, Price 4d, or gs bd per dozen 
26 Thoughts on the Work of Grace in the Soul of 
one in a Juſtified State, in a. Leiter to a Friend, 
R Clarke, Price 2d, or 45 gd per 
EEE dozen C ; ARTS 3 . 
27 A. Choice Drop of Honey from the Rock 
Chriſt, or a Word of Advice to all Saints. and 
Sinners, Price gd, or 11 1s per hundred 
Another Edition, not ſo well printed, Price ad, or 
125 per hundred 5 vga ts 
28 A Diſcourſe on the Government of the 
Thoughts, by Tullie, Sub-Dean of York, Price, 
VVV | 55 LEI 
29 A Little Handful of Cordial Comforts, ſcattered 
throughout ſeveral Anſwers to Sixteen Queſ- 
tions, intended for the Good of thoſe that Walk 
mournfully before God, by Richard Standfaſt, 
Price, ſtitch'd in blue paper, Gd BR 
30 Sacred Inftruftions, or Scripture Cards, by Ja. 
Kenton, Price 2s a Set, in a neat Caſe 
g1 Divine Amuſement, in a Set of Scripture Cards,. 
by the Author of © Sacred Inſtructions,“ Price 
2s, tn A Caſe | 3 WES 
32 Sunday Services; or an Abridgement of the 
_ Common Prayer, for the Uſe of the Methodiſts. 
in the Britiſh Dominions and the United States, 
| Price gs bound and gilt LES. : 
33 Eſſay on Death, a Poem, 4to. finely printed, Price 
1s ftitch'd in blue paper, fame as ſells for 25 64 
34 Univerſal Reſtoration Exhibited in a Series of 
Dialogues between a Miniſter and his Friend, 
by Elhahan Wincheſter, Price gs flitch'd | 
35 The Goſpel Preached by the Apoſtles, but par- 
ticularly St. Paul, by Elhanan Wincheſter; . 
fecond edition, Price bd. | 


- 
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36 The Works and Words of Jeſus, or what he 
did and taught, during his Abode on Earth, bj 
Elhanan Wincheſter, Price 64 _- | 

37 Philadelphian Magazine, or Univerſaliſt's Miſ- 
cellany, by Elhanan Wincheſter, to be continued 
Monthly, Price bd fiitch'd 3 | 

38 Evangelical Library, or Repoſitory of Scarce and 
Valuable Divinity, to be continued Weekly, 
Price sed 3 35 

30 The Literary Magazine and Britiſh: Review, 

to be continued Monthly, Price is 1 

40 Chriſt Glorified in the Salvation and Final 
RNeſtoration of all Mankind, by the Rev. F. 


Leiceſter, A. B. Price 1s 
41 The Laſt Dying Speech and Confeſſion, Birth, 
Parentage and Education, of Parſon II., 
8. S. alias H=—t——ngt——n, P. D. R. 
who. was lately Executed at Captivity-trap 
_ Gallows, copied from his own words, Price gd, 
© "of 288 per hundred Ss 
42 An Examination of Mr. Elliot's Opinion reſpect- 
ing the Mede of Baptiſm, by J. Marſom, printed 
on writing paper, Price 1s ſtitched 5 
43 An Eſtimate of Human Life, by R. C. Brack- 
enbury, Price 1s 6d bound ' 


44 Poems on Serious Subjects, by Miſs A. N. Price 


dad ſewed | | | 
45 Reflections on the Preſent Abuſe of the Powers 
of the Human Voice by Tones, in Speaking 
and Preaching the Goſpel, &c. by Mr. J. Thur- 
good, Price 2d ſewed - _ © 
46 An Appeal to the Public reſpecting G. Lukins, 
(called the Yatton Demoniac) by the Rev. 
Joſeph Eaſterbrook, Vicar of Temple- Church, 
Brijtol, Price 6d ftitched CN nie pr 3, 
47 Obſervations on the Rev. A. Fuller's Reply 
to Philanthropos,-by Dan Taylor, Price 18 fewed 
48 An Important Caſe Argued in three Dialogues 
between Dr. Opium, Gallio, and Diſcipulus, 
by Mr. Evans, Price 2d, or 12s per hundred 
49 The Evening Conference of Chriſt and Nico- 
demus, in a Dialogue between a Believer and 
One in a Natural State, by J. Wakelin, Price 
2d, or 128 per hundred YT 
B b 50 Four 


1 
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50 Four Sermons on the Second Coming of Chriſt, 


and the future Miſery of the Wicked, by . 
Benſon, Price 6d ſtitched 


51 A Blow at the Root of Pretended Calviniſm, 


or real Antinomianiſm, by John Hampſon, 
Price 1s fewed 


52 A Letter concerning Toleration. by John 


Locke, Eſq. Price 15 flitched 


53 Sacred Literature : Shewing the Holy Scrip- 


tures to be Superior to the moſt Celebrated 
Writings of Antiquity, by the Teſtimony of 
above five hundred Witneſſes, and alſo by 
a Compariſon of their ſeveral kinds of Com- 
poſition, by the Rev. David Simpſon, N. A. 
4 vol. large 80c. boards, with an elegant head of 
the Author, 11 4s 


54 ADiſcouiſe on Stage Entertainments, by the Rev. 


David Simpſon, M. A. Price 1s 


55 An Appeal to the Scriptures in General on 


the Univerſality of Divine Love to Men, by 
William Kingsford, 8 vo. boards, 58 


56 Dr. Cotton Mather's Student 1 


re- publiſhed from Mr. Ryland's Edition; to 
which is added Dr. Cotton Mather's abous 
Latin Pre face to his Manuductio ad Miniſterium, 
reduced into Ordo Verborum, with a Literal 
Tranſlation in the oppoſite ef Price 2s bd 
Jewed. & NO 

Shortly Gu be Publiſhed, 


57 K Sermon on "us Millennium, 3 at 


Chriſt-Church, Dublin, on the Second Sunday 
in Advent, 1747; with a long Pre face concern- 

ing the Renovation of the Earth, by Robert 

Hort, A. M. Chaplain to his Grace, Joſiah, 

Lord Arch. Biſhop of Tuam. 

In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be Publiſhed, 


38 Diſlertarions on the Prophecies, which have re- 


markably been fulfilled, and at this time are 
fulfilling in the World, by Thomas Newton, 
D. D. late Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, in 2 val, 
8vo. Price 10s hound to Subſcribers, and 128 
to Non-Subſcribers, 
N. B. The above Work is Printed Verbatim, from 
the Laſt Edition, 3 vol. (which ſells for 188) 
oma large Type, and fine Paper. 
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